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Troucum Mrs. . declined tele: 
in che buſtle of life, or being a ſlave to the 
EB punAtitios, of faſhion, yet ſhe was far from 


thus ſhe, with her niece and Marian, occa- 
fſionally received and paid viſits to all the 

reſpectable families in che ſurrounding 
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"Bs ALBERT, 
country. At the diſtance of five miles 
dwelt Mr. Willowby, a gentleman of large 
fortune, who having an only ſon on the 
point of attaining. his twenty-firſt year, it 
was thought neceſſary to give a ſumptuous 
entertainment; to which, among the firſt 
families in the county, Mrs. Stanhope, her 
niece, and Marian were invited, as were 
alſo the Colonel and his nephew. 
On the appointed evening, the ladies 
found the Colonel and Albert at Mr. 
5 Willowby's on their arrival, and, having 
paid their compliments to the owners of 
the manſion, immediately joined the com- 
pany. Mr. George Willowby, as hero of 
the fete, opened the ball with a minuet, in 
which he entreated Miſs. St. Auſtyn's , . 
band, which was readily granted; but as be 
led her to her feat, a requeſt for a conti- 
nuation of that favour was anſwered by her 
pleading a 1855 anne to irs Mont- 
gomery. N 
* May | 1 entreat then,” f faid Ip 6 r; he 
third and fourih dance??? bete 
Gertrude bowed, tn her are, e 
a 1 EP! MY few 


* 


ALDERTs =» wy © 5 


a few minutes after Marian was leledted by 
a gentleman, with whom having danced a 
minuet, ſhe promiſed her hand for the firſt 
country dance. Albert and Gertrude were 
by no means among the leaſt cheerful of 
the ſet; and the firſt dance over, he re- 
queſted her to favour him when ſhe ſhould 
be again diſengaged. 
With all my heart,” replied: ſhe with 
great natvete, © 1 wiſh we did not change; 
1 n to dance with a ſtranger,” ee 
At that moment Marian, with her part- 
ner, who appeared particularly attentive, 
joined them; when Gertrude he 7nd ad- : 
dreffing her by name, he ſaid, 
4 If 1 am not ilupertinently curious, 
chink that lady called you Miſs Rag). e 
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mery ! $000 DSTI, | 
0. Montgbiery i is my name,” returned 11 
Mariah. 36 OPER: { 


% Would to Heaven,” anſwfrel the 
ſtranger, you may never change it!? 

In all probability I never mall, a aid | 

Me ſmiling, but with ſome ſurpriſe. 
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4 N ALBERT. | 


„That drikebilicy would be moſt fortu- 

nate for me,” anſwered he. 

Know not how 1 it could intereſ you,” 

els: 7. W 
I wiſh you would make me the pro- 

mile.” . n 

44 That i is requeſting too much, » anſwer- 


| 8 ſhe laughing, Cas, ſhould I meet with 


a name more muſical to my ear, 1 | might 
be tempted to break it.“ EF 
8 now convinced that cannot be, 
at leaſt to mine,” returned he: and 
 &-propos, as no one bas been ſpiteful enough 
to ſtep forward to claim you, may I not 


entreat your hand for the enſuing dance? 


„By no means, I have a beau ready 
on this occaſion, who will fall in exactly 
with your idea, as his 1 name is alſo Mem- | 
gomery.“ 
1 ſhe ſpoke, he Jaid her haps? on Al- 
bert, who, to confeſs che truth, had been 
paying more attention to Gertrude than 
his ſiſter, and did not feel any particu- 
lar gratification | * the marked atten- 
tion 


tion young Willowby owend to pay 
ber. 


„With all my heart ; ſtay till, 1 have 


ſpoken to my uncle, and 1 am at out com- 


mand.“ 98 


«A he replied, he croſſed the room to the 
Coloriel, when. the ſtranger. laid He 


muſt, indeed, be more than man to have 


declined ſuch a challenge; but no one ex- 
cept a brother could have/agcepted it ſo | 


coldly. TE Ne 


During the' next * Marian, obferbed + 

her late partner in earneſt diſcourſe with 
- the lady of the houſe, and a man confider- 
ably advanced in years; their eyes direct- 
ed alternately to the Colonel, herſelf, and 


brother, -..--- 


The dance was bare . : 
when Mrs. Willowby, j joining Marian and 
her party, ſaid, „Indeed, Mr. Montgo- i 


mery, ſuch monopoly is unpardonable, 


and muſt not be e come an 


1 


If you are not engaged, Albert, ” ſaid. 
ſhe, « I No your for the next two 
dates 
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: ſpebling a but as I cannot .confider 


. 5 ALBERT. 


humble petitioner from your ſiſter's part- 


ner, who not only begs to be reinſtated, 
but alſo the honour of being introduced 


to you. Edward Montgomery, ſon of Sir 
a James eee » SEE 1 ne 


in han: 
The Kürprike of both: Albert * ed 


was exceſſive: the former, though he was 


too generous to condemn the ſon ſor the 


negled his father had ſhewn to a deſerving 


brother, could not immediately baniſh the 
reflection; therefore bowed with more 


Lanes ihen was natural to bim. 
Fo confeſs the truth, couſin, for I wil 5 


not forget the relationſhip,” ſaid Edward 
Montgoiviery; N faney ſome blame may 
be attached to my part of the family re- 


hte an be neither T1 _ will 
Jou 8 
This apology e Albert s cold- | 
eſs; and ſeating themſelves in a corner, 


the trio ſoon formed an acquaintance.— 


The ſecond dance concluded, Gertrude 


| joined them ;' when Albert receiving her 


from 


n Willowby, be. laid > a, «1 
will dance no more this evening, "RAN 
Are you ill?” ſaid Albert tenderly ; 
. 1 have ſeen you dme far, ON: without 
complaint.“ 
Gertrude e herſelf, nt; ay 7% 
chatted until ſupper; after which Mrs. 
Stanhope, with hens niece and Oe re- 5 
turned home | 
: ebe ball, and he e it bal han 
 produdtive of,  farniſhed diſcourſe for the | 
enluing morning both at Black-wood and 
tze Vale. The Colonel, though he allow- = 
| ed that the ſon ſhould not be accountable — 
for 'the; aftions-of- his father, yet appeared 
dy no means anxious to cultivate an ac- 
quaintance, and did not fail to expreſs his 
lalisfaction, when he found that Sir James 
was only on a viſit at Mr. Willowby's, he 
young gentlemen. warnen been at n 
* do $15.2. 
In the courſe; of the morning. el 
— hisufriend came to in- 
quire aſter the ladies; and having ſaid 
as long as politeneſs would permit, they 
md 8 34 called“ 


8 | ALBERT. | 
called on their. . home at Black- 
wood, | oO 912 44% ** 


The Colonel's Ae EY hoſ- 
Nabe, had not that friendly blüntnefs 
that diſtinguiſhed him among his favour- 
ites; the conſtrained rules of politeneſs 
with him always degenerated into coldneſs; 
and though he was careful not to wound 

the feelings of Albert by any reflection on 
his father's family, he by no means ap- 
peared ſorry when the vifitors left them. 
What think you of thoſe two bucks “ 
Faid he; when v6 0979 GOO 
hope them to the doof 1 9715 31121, 
They are likely young cellowts?.0 re- 

turned Albert; * but, if I may judge on 
ſo ſlight an atrquaintance, rather ſuperfi- 
<cial, chan really informed or ard ee 5 
. t n a ann 3 10 YSDU aun 
At all events,“ anfueratilns a, 
« young Montgomery does not apparently 
| poſſeſs the pride and inſolence of his fa- 
ther. ITchope I ffrall never meet uh bim, 
as I ſhould hardly help giving him a: rub 
of paſt times; though it could not he 


1 5 — 


— 


done without including myſelf in the re- 


proof.“ 


My dear unele, why will you ditrefs 
me by remembering, what could my parents 


ſee, they would declare had been ſo e 
n NN eee 


Perhaps thay e 81 bave a mo- 
nitor within not (o-eafily ſatisfed. How 
many uneaſy: hours could I have ſpared 


them! how many pleaſurable ones, as your 


mother ſaid in her letters have 1 e 


een e 


Ho many happy ones n you en- 


abled their children to enjoy? How has 


your, kindneſs ſupplied all thoſe claims 


| filiab duty has on che heart? 


Fhis meeting with Sir James Montgo- 
pen the old wound; for I 
conſider him a mirror that refletts wo own 


mery has torn. 


dada? CIT D 1 41 


% My father never ddt your 1 

noſe like that of Sir James; he gave the 
| firſt offence; and not only ſo, but with- 
held the property chat in juſtice ought 


to have appertained to my father, though 
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1 ALBERT. 
a waren di viſion bad no. been ann 5 
Red A 7H 21h f 

Some 0 aftevthis Aka one morn- 


* that Albert was out, and the Colonel 
alone, the ſervant to his great ſurpriſe an- 
nounced Sir James Montgomery and Mr. 


Willowby.' Deſiring them to be admitted, 


be received them with a civility that he con- 
ſidered particularly due to Mr. Willowby; ?: 
but bowed to Sir James as a ſtranger, and 
aſier ſome preliminary diſcourſe, «© We are 


come; Colonel,“ ſaid the firſt- mentioned, 
nat once to entreat your favour and your 


you are ſufficiently acquainted with, to ren- 
der much explanation unneceſſary. The 


happineſs of both, they ſay, depends, the 


one on your concurrence, and the other 
on your favourable repreſentation to Mrs. 
Stanhope, who we are affured will pay all 


due deference to it. Our families, Colo- 
nel, are both ancient and reſpeQable ; our 


boys are ſole heirs; and we fo heartily 


viſh to ſee them married, that our conſent 
was no ſooner aſked than granted. My 
SON. ” ſon 


%, 


ALBERT: | 5 ; 11 


ſon a your intereſt with Mrs. Stanhope 
to forward his wiſhes with Miſs St. Auſtyn; 
and Sir james ſuhmits to your conſidera- 
tion the ſame propoſal from bis ſon. to Miſa - 
| Montgomery.“ 714 ail} iso 
Mr. Willowby ; might. have e ed 
longer without interruption; though the 
Colonel felt a ſentiment: of en hs 
was ſucceſsful in conec aling« r 
Nou do me more Das gd am 
ſwered be, than I have any right W 
Though Mrs. Stanhope does me the fa- 
vour to protect my niece, yet in a matter 
 ſoinear- to her happineſs as the diſpoſal * 
Miſs St. Auſtyn, whom ſhe regards as a 
daughter, I vill not preſume to . 
For Miſs Montgomery I can ſay little 
more; ſhe is entirely under the care of 
Mrs. Stanhope; and though I will he re- 
ſponſible chat ſhe ſhall have a fortune, 
worthy the; dayghter of my /efter, - I decline. 
all recommendation whatever.“ 
J am conſcious, Colonel,“ cis sir 
jun- n ane confuſion, “ that there 
5 en eee bave 


1 


* 
— 


=: ALBERT, 


have been omiſſions on my part, that may 

perhaps juſtify in'your opinion this reply; : 

but you will be pleaſed to- recolle@; the 
error was equally on your ſide agimine; 

15 though you poſſeſs the credit of N 
firſt made the atonement T 
claim no merit from that e 

ſtance, Sir r James,” 'anſwered the Colonel; 

* ſpeak freely before Mr. 'Willowby, be- 

cauſe I conſider him your friend, and will 

therefore honeſtly confeſs that no reſtitu- 


tion I can make to the children, will per- 


fectly ſatisfy me for the neglect with Wien 
I treated the parents. I was ſurrounded 
with affluence, white my ſiſter, with an af. 
fectionate huſband and two deſerving chil 
dren, poſſeſſed a ſtipend" fo- lender, that 
nothing but frugality, and a good con- 
| ſcience, could have enabled them to ſup- 
port life with that credit to themſelves and 
applauſe from others, chat they muſt ever 
15 juſtly claim. Vet they were happy, as my 
ſiſter expreſſed it not long before her 
| death, , the common lot of mor- 


tals: : 


ALBERT. | 13 
tals : that, Sir James, their mutual friends, 
pardon. me, I mean eee not . 
nne of tas e | 
. All eee true; ehe dir 
James Haughuly,: “ is foreign to the pur- 
poſe; Miſs Montgomery could ſuffer no 
diſgrace by accepting, my ſon $ hand. 


Doubilefs not; and as I ſhall give you 
my honour not tocinterfere in the affair, ſo 
vill Lalſo give you my opinion: Both Al- 
bert and his ſiſter, Sir James, poſſeſs a plen- 
tiful ſhare of the family pride; and that 
being the only inheritance on the fide of 
both father and mother, who can blame 
I confeſs ;*. my conſcience 85 
muſt be clearer before I can enter upon 


them? Not I, I 


à ſubject ſo criminating to myſelf.” i 


:.:245 All this is no proper reaſon why Miſs 
Montgomery ſhould refuſe my ſon, unleſs 


| M&wvevgaged; ” returned Sir James. 


Tha, to my certain knowledge, ſhe j is 


not; but are you aware, Sir James, of the 


many bumiliations ſhe has ſuffered? and 


Which being recolleQed might refle& on 
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14 ALBERT. „ 


was arreſted; Albert redeemed it with bis 
living one, and conſigned himſelf in the 
flower of his age to a ptiſon. Marian, re: 
duced to depeſſdance on a deſerving, wo- 
man, Whaſe abilities were however nat 
_ equal to her inclination, was conſtrained to 
ſeek a ſervice in which ſituation ſhe firſt: 
met Mrs. Stanhope ; who, I am convinced, 

| would have preſerved both her and Albert 
from indigence, had they even never ſeen 
me. Such are our obligations to that 
nd; and now known to you, Sir james, 
yon will, Lhave no doubt, acknowledge 
them, as yo ee Marian worthy: 0 be 
ener ing reg 8 28 eee e er 
Though I mould be e eee 
quaintatice Gh a. dy the world ſpeaks ſo 
highly of as Mrs. Stanhope, anſwered Sir 
James, I cannot conſider-myſelfas under 
any immediate obligation to her; and if 
any ſuch as you expreſs exiſt, I ſhould think 
the honour of the family mutually con- 
cerned in diſcharging them. - 
1 know not how that is to be accom- 
puwed,“ anſwered the Colonel, „if even 
N 8 N 


Mrs. Stanhope were not above pecuniary 
conſiderations ; and for myſelf, I. regard 
: money as EO to Pope fuch Oy 
| tions.” i419 1 791 11 8 


Mr. Willowby, whogeteaiyet Hale Was 
to be hoped from the interference of we 


Colonel, joined in diſcourſe by ſaying: 
As you decline the affair, Colonel, and 
have /generouſly declared that you wil 


not interſere in reſpect to Miſs Montgo- 


mery, we will apply to Mrs. Stanhope. 


Sir James, L am convinced, will ſubmit al! 

do her judgment: and for myſelf, if happy 
enough to ſueceed in my negotiation for 
my fon, pecuniary matters are beneath our 

conſideration. Miſs St. Auſtyn's fortune 


add any jointure on my eſtate her aunt may 


think: requiſite.“ With theſe words the 
_ « gentlemen roſe; and a formal leave having 
Le the: Cplenel » was left to his rellec- 


tions. n im 


For 2 time 5 . 3 he apart | 

ment; then, with his uſual yehemence, 

1 ite an Iriſh tune; at which in- 
05 . ſtant 
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ſtant Montgomery 8 and. ſeatng, bis 
uncle's diſcompoſure, though he was far 
from ſurmiſing the cauſe, took his place in 
ſilence, for interference he well knew un- 
availing. The tune at length concluded, 
turning to his nephew, he ſaid: Young | 
Willowby is a fine ſpirited bandſome fel- 
low, not one of your iliy ſhally uncertain 
chaps; not one of your virtuoſo maggoty 
lovers; he is content to take the girl, and 
find outcher faults afterwards. He offers 
to ſettle her whole fortune on herſelf, and 
a portion of the family eſtate. You have 
made a deviliſh clean piece of (buſineſs of 
it; for I have no doubt but that ſhe will 
accept him: his father has been here to 
: ere intereſt with Mrs. Stanhope.“ 
A ſentiment not of the moſt pleaſing 
; kind for a moment prevented Albert's re- 
ply; but, ſtruggling with his feeling, he 
ſaid: & 1 cannot wonder at ſuch an event. 
Miſs St. Auſtyn is formed to be beloved; 
-and the offer proves at once his honour and 
diſcernment.. e 0 
-..* And your bebaviour proves at once 


your 


ALBERT. 17 


your folly and obſtinacy.” If you had been 


ruled by me; all would have been ſettled 
by chisnime; now; ten to one but he car- 
ries her off! What will you ſin to ee 


Sir ere eee arm. n 8 


I Knew net what'E ſhall ſay; Sir 3 but 
1 muſt endea vr to bear the ian 


= ment like a rational creature?“ 
e Fou lie, Sir; you won't dens it likes 


_ [rational creature; in ſpite of your hypo- , 


.criſy; the girl is as dear to you as your own 


ſoul and you wilb run the fellow through 
the guts, and hang aun 5 


ſo quietly reſign her. at 


* hope not, Sir z 1 own 1 Jobs hen = 
- fincerely,.truly love her; but if ſhe prefers 
Willowby to me, 1 hope E ſhall act with 
-proprienq"atidireſ gu her without having 
recourſe to ſuch a dreadful alternative!?! 
* Dun philoſophy !“ yl. « what ha 


it to do with love ??* 


, 2. mY 


f ſhould judge by myſelf, very le, 2 


sino, * neil del nem 


1 


4 Oh, Sir, yo vill allows; char?) Well, 5 
fer off to the * Wen; loſe ho. time, but 


make 


28 | ALBERT. 


make the firſt propoſal; Mrs. Stanhope, I 
am convinced, will fayour you, norido 4 
think that Gertrude will be obd Wi 
Much as I love her, Sir, Icannot bear 

: the idea of influencing her conduct. I 
eonſider myſelf as bound to her from the 
moment you addreſſed her gunt in my la- 
vour; but let her choice be unreſtrained. 
Should ſbe refuſe Mr. Willowby-—% 
1 Refuſe him? The girl's not ſuch an 
| idiot. If ſhe had any, expedtaney of you 

indeed but that ſhe; dainnot have ib let 
tte mattes take" it chance—(forcing = 
laugh) — Ha, ha, ha! Thope ſhei will ac 
cepit him, ifonh; 10 paniſh- your|folty— 
Ha, ha, ha 1 gad, it will ferve me fora 
_ laugh at you as long as 1 live. W 

Indeed, I hope to the -comrary=el] | 
* not think ſhe can like Willowby:;- and: 
of mm ſhe wilt re- 
fuſe him.“ $0" BL een 
x | « Confannd your varity b Mow the mur- 
ders out Do. you think ſhe has fallen in 
love wich your fweet face Albert, don't 
be a * road the fable of: The 
Dog 


ALBERT. | 19 
Dog and the Shadow, and make the ap- 


5 plication.“ 0 . 
With theſe words 13 cha, Wee 


out of the apartment, and Albert was en- 


denly returning, he ſaid: “ Z—ds] you 


put every thing out of my head! Ol 4 Jen 
D Montgomery came here with W ilowby ; : 
| he wants to ſnap up your liſter for his 


_fors®?;: 


© Is; it poſſible,” mw Albert, © 10 this ve 
To he could propoſe ſuch an alliance?“ 5 
« Very pollible,” anſwered the Colonel. 


8 «Mew I entreat your opinion of it, Sir? 


« My opinion is, for I love Marian, 
that ſhe ſhould be left to her own choice. 
- Mrs. Stanhope, I am convinced, will ad- 
viſe her for the beſt, and to her I have re- 
ferred the gentleman, I need not tell you 55 
I don't like Sir James; but, if his ſon was 
lucky enough to pleaſe your ſiſter, I cer- 
tainly would endeavour to forget whatever 


might be a drawback on her happineſs.” 


“My dear uncle,” replied Albert with 
an emotion he could not repreſs, „never 


wil. 


20 | ALBERT. 

will Marian, who looks up to you as a 

parent, marry any one that has not Foo 
entire approbation.” 

fete Sir!— To uſe your. own words, 

I cannot bear the idea of influencing her 

conduR; I therefore inſiſt upon it you make 


no mention of ann, wy furmiſe re- 
"TOY me,” | 
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CHAPTER I. 


PROPOSALS Or MARRIAGE——THE HI8- 
TORY OF A FEMALE HEART. 


Toben Wer Sir Tonk nor Mr. 
Willowby were entirely pleaſed with their 
reception at Black-wood, they reſolved not 
tb be ſo eafily repulſed, and continued 
their way to the Vale; where they made 
their propoſal to Mrs. Stanhope, inform- 
Ing her of their previous viſit to the Colo- 
nel. 

"Mes. . after eier her ſenſe 
of the compliment paid her, replied ;— 
« I ſhall accept without apology the truſt. 
Colonel O'Bryen repoſes in me reſpetting 
his niece ; hom indeed J love as affec- 

tionately 
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tionately as Gertrude; and, as I have” re- 


ſolved never to interfere i in her choice of 


a companion for life, wil adopt the Tame 
conduft with Marian, I ſhall therefore 
candidly lay your offers before them, and, 
if you will favour me with a viſit, can let 
you know che reſult in a feu days. 
The gentlemen, having returned their 

thanks, ſoon after took leave. 
Ass Gertrude and Marian were out at 
the time of the viſit, they were unacquaint- 
ed with what had paſſed : thus, in the 
evening their behaviour was equally as free 


as before. Mrs. Stanhope, however, al 


a mort converſation with the Colonel 
alone, the reſult of which was, ſimply 
leaving all to her merge vo his niece e's. 
cg tÞ 51019 3 
On the ne mdining after breakfaſt 
Mrs. Stanhope; addreſſing Gertrude and 
Marian, ſaid ſmiling: “ ſhall perhaps 
ſurpriſe you when I ſay J have buſineſs 
with each of you alone; not that it con- 
ſiſts of any ſeeret, but becauſe it will be 
more e canvaſſed. My commiſ—- 

© tion 
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fon ended; you will conſult k together. 0 on 
tho 4 51135 
. dear aunt, di you not 7 as 
| you de, ach n Proparatins would ſtartle 


92 


me. 
* Half an 00 nech 1 och 6 will 40 
for all our deliberations,-- perhaps leſs. 


May I firſt intrude, on of neg Nike e 
gomery! „ SS IR eder e 


1 Certainly, Madam“ 1 95719395 705 
In ten minutes 1 ſhall expe you; 
| you will find me in the library 
b With theſe words ſhe left diets; bor a 
minute they looked at each other in ſi- 
lence, when Marian with: her uſual liveli- 
neſs ſaid: * Nothing leſs: than a huſband 
could come in ſuch a terrific form. I know 
it every ſyllable before I go. Albert, I 
will wager my life, has been making pro- 
poſals, and we are to confult « on che bufi- 
ness A Rn 
Dear Maiteh, how: N ls Meode⸗ 
ble an idea get into your head ?”” 
Dear Gertrude, 1 ſee no improbability 
in the caſe; were you indeed old, ugly, 


* and | 


E ALBERT, 
and lame, it might not be quite ſo Proba- : 
ble.“ 8 


4 por pity's ſake Fay Gals as buſineſ⸗ 
4 18 firſt * YOU, __ pan POR Fw: 


ct or.” 


Not in the leaſt; a perſon of my con- 
ſequence in the family muſt ever take the 
lead. I am to conſult, adviſe, and docu- 
ment you; therefore I charge you behave 
like a good girl“, 
* Ridiculous My dear gane lay : 
as act a time as poſſible; 1 ſhall be im- 
patient to learn the conference,” % 54. 
3 will; but be eee 'tis exallly as =D 


ſay.” wy 


n Marian“ $ entering we Mar 1 
aaking her ſeat, Mrs. Stanhope ſaid: 1 
ſhall wave all introduction, as I have no 5 
doubt you are curious to know my private 
buſineſs; therefore ſhall ſimply. inform you, 


that yeſterday I received an unexception- 5 


able offer of marriage for you, in point of for- 

tune; but whether ſo in other reſpe&s muſt 
depend upon yourſelf. The Colonel leaves 
che adjuſtment of the affair to me, without 
Lag | 5 : controul, 


ALBERT. | = 'Þ 
controul, and I tranſmit my power to you; 
therefore a refuſal, or an acceptance, de- 
pends on yourſelf,” . 
Marian, in ſpite of che ſoirite with ieh 
ſhe entered the apartment, felt abaſhed, 
and with — re- 
mained ſilent. | 
Ala loſe you, my be valefs i it was to : 
contribute towards your Own happineſs,” 
continued Mrs. Stanhope, «would be pain- 
ful to me; but, under that fuppoſition, 1 
ſhould be willing ta ſubmi, Sir james 
Montgomery was here wennde to make 
offers for his ſon,” 
8 « To me, Madam?“ 1 
To you, Marian, Is there any thing : 
extraordinary in ſuch a propoſal, from a 
man of Mr. Edward Montgemery' s age, to 
a woman of yours?” _ 5 
think there is, Madam, e he bas 
ſeen me n once or twice; which is our | 
Cafe, 33 | 
61 He a frm: the little 1 8 * of : 
bim lively and good-humoured, and his 
Vor. IV. e 5 e 
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father ſeems warmly intereſted in the 
cauſe,” 
1. ſorry has is "7 but an impreſſion ; 
ſo recent will be ſoon effaced: as a couſin 
I can like Edward Montgomery very well, 
but as a huſband I cannot give him a ſe- 
cond thought. Sir James, too, I can re- 
ſpect as an uncle, but never look up to as 
a parent. A number of unpleaſant traits 
of charakter and diſpoſition, that I have 
| heard my father relate reſpecting him, 
would intrude on my memory, and pre- 
vent that affection I ſhould wiſh to feel 
for the parent of the man to whom I en- 
truſted the happineſs of my whole life.” 
Tou will however conſider this affair 8. 
for a day or two before we give a de- 
ciſive anſwer?” | ts Et IO 
« Dear Madam, neither days, months, 
nor years can make any alteration in my - 
opinion. I fhall undoubtedly rejoice to 
be on terms of friendſhip with my, father's 
family ; ; but I will never be 1 nearer related 


to it,” | 


« Our 
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Our buſineſs is then ſettled, and I muſt 
give the moſt palliative anſwer we can de- 
viſe to Sir James. Will you, my love, 
fend Gertrude to me? But again J re- 


queſt you to give dis offer a further | 


. 828 


Marian, difmiſſed, ran wo Miſs St. Auf- : 


| tyn, who was anxiouſly waiting for her. 


Marian,“ ſaid ſhe, © What is the matter? 
1 feared my aunt had ſome diſagreeable in- 
telligence, and am now convinced it is ſo 
by the glow « of your complexion, and the 
agitation which even your cheerfulneſs 


cannot ſuppreſs.” 
Mrs. Stanhope wants you directly. 


have not time to enter into 3 


ſuffice it, ſhe has offered me a doſe I can- 
not poſſibly ſwallow.” 
« My dear Marian, be explicit. Ns 


„Ves, the bittereſt of all doſes when 
taken againft the inclination—a huſband ! ' 
But Mrs. Stanhope 1 is waiting for you, ſhe 


will wonder at your delay,” 


Gertrude obeyed, though with no very : 


- quick Ps 


; 6 6 | « My | 
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« My dear girl,” faid Mrs. Stanhope, © I 
have already this morning been an unſuc- 
ceſsful pleader; whether I ſhall be more for- 
tunate with you I know not; but this I can 
aſſure you, I am totally unprejudiced. I 
yeſterday 1 received a matrimonial propoſal 
for you, une xceptionable in point of fortune 
and connections, but have declined ar reply 
until I conſulted you, as your eee "au | 
entirely guide and determine mine.“ 
Gertrude turned pale, trembled univer- 
: fally, and remained ſilent. e 
vou do not even aſk me the name of 
che party, my love; perhaps you gueſs?” 
„ Oh—no—Madam, II cannot ſur- 
. miſe; I am ſo happy under your pro- 
tection, that I never wiſh to change it.? 
But if an offer ſuch as your friends 
could approve, and your heart could ac- 
cept, what anſwer would you then give?” 
« 1 would refer it to you; Madam.” 
Bow « My candid good girl, I will not keep 
f you in ſuſpenſe ; the offer is from Mr. 
Willowby.” bs $a 
Mr. Willowby, Madam „ 


60 Why 


. why that ahoniſhment, my dear girl? 4 


Did you expett fuch a ee e any 
other quarter??? 


89 certainly did not expe it from 
bim, Madam; a mere viſiting ac quaint- 


ance a ſtranger! He was undoubtedly ri- 
dictlous, enough in his compliments the 


evening we were at his father's; but 1 
thought no more about it, nor indeed have 


Jever re collected him ſince.“ 


« Thoſe are, my dear Gertrude, poor 
hopes for a lover ; but tell me with that 


frankneſs which I glory to ſee you' poſleſs, 
1s there any other man, not a mere flranger, 
| whoſe addreſſes would have been more 


welcome? 


= Madam,” concealing her * 

ing face on Mrs. Stanhope's boſom, < I ſee, 
I feel you know all my folly ; but do not 
defpiſe me. Perhaps I have again deceived 
my own heart, Ab! if any one elſe, even 
Marian, ſhould diſcover | it, I muſt die with . 


ſhame.” 


Jhall hold ſacred,” kifling her cheek, 


cz "Ta 


"0 Dory ſecret vi intruſt me with 1 | 


A ALBERT. 
„Jo tell even you all my veakneſs, 
Madam, is dreadful; for, though you may 
| pity, you cannot reſpectt me. A year and 


a half ſince, or but a few months more,! 


thought the happineſs of my whole life de- 
pended on paſſing it with Mr. Berners. 
Thank Heaven! his villainy deſtroyed that 
illuſion; and had not my pride ſuffered on 
the reflection of my ridiculous conduct, I 
could have reſigned him without a ſigh.” 
„ have long been convinced, ae T 
that you never loved him; the whole ori- = 
ginated in duplicity on one ſide, and inex- 


perience on the other.“ 


Trolls, Madam, inexperience «plata Fo | 
Aadend plead for me; but now I am with- 


cout excuſe, | My beart is certainly faulty, 


or it could not be e of ſuch repeated 
errors. 57 534187 
Vour heart is a tender, fulceptible, and 
virtuous one, and never needed more than 
the friendly guide of caution, to lead i it to 
the moſt praiſe-worthy purſuits. 
% Your partiality but the more oppreſſes | 


me; hear a * weakneſs, Madam“ 
. Before 
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gBefore you proceed, my beloved girl,” 
interrupted Mrs. Stanhope, © let me tell 
you, you have ſo partial a judge, mn you 
need not fear a pardon.“ 
My more than parent! ſee my heart, © 
Jearn all its follies, and teach me to ſubdue 

them! Strange to relate, Mr. Montgo= 
mery, of all men, from his conduct to Ber- 
ners, was the moſt diſpleaſing to me; his 


El manner too was diſſimilar from the roman- - 


tic idea T had formed of an agreeable man; 
thougheven then, in ſpite of myſelf, I could 
not frequently help being pleafed with him. 
The evening he ſaved Betſey Southern, 1 


could not withhold the tribute of admira- 1 958 


tion his conduct ſo well deſerved; but fil 


his hatred to Berners intruded, and I re- 


ſolved not to ſuffer myſelf to be ſatisfied 
with one I confidered as his enemy. My cu- 


rioſity led me to Mrs. Moſely's; I was ridi- | 
culous enough to think. he had ſome ſiniſter. | 


motive for keeping us from ſeeing Betſey. 
That viſit. deſtroyed the illuſion under 
which J laboured; I ſaw Berners in his na- 


3 tural colours; and my heart wy acknow- 


E 4 edges | 


* 


— 


ledged its s former injuſtice to Montgomety. 
Notwithſtanding this, I yet dreaded him; 
de was acquainted with all my errors; and 
though by numberlefs conciliatory actions 
he daily gained ground in my eſteem, yet 


in his preſence I could not forget my _— 


prudence. His illneſs firſt made me ſuſpect 
my own heart, and that the more particu- 
larly, as I could not help contrafting my 
preſent feelings with what I had experi- 
enced three years before for Berners, wo 
at that period lay dangerouſly ill for above 
| a month. For Berners I undoubtedly was 


intereſted, as for a more than common ac 
3 quaintance; dut neither my health nor 
reſt was materially endangered. Ah, Ma- 


dam, I take ſhame to tell you how differ. 
ent was the ſentiment I felt for Mr. Mont- 
gomery. Though I ſtudied to appear 
calm, my heart was racked with fears, and 
whole nights have I paſſed without r in 
dis extreme danger. 
« You may perhaps recolleft his beha- 
viour to me in the delirium of his fever; 
but 1 bave not language to deſeribe the 
anguiſh | 


anguiſh, I ſuffered, from it, nor yet the 
pleaſure 4 experienced at his recovery. 


Again 1 ſhunned him, and reſolved to con- 
quer my folly ; when eſcaping from Ber- ; 


ners I forgot all caution, and almoſt flew 
into his arms. To complete- all, Marian 
has perpetually been feeding my folly by 


declaring he loves me, and I have inſen< 

ſihly become more familiar, and loſt my 

fears of him. In ſhort, my heart has 
even ſometimes whiſpered her ſuſpicions ; 


were true; for, though he never told me ſo 


in words, every look and action have ap- 
peared to confirm it; and excuſe me if I 

counfeſs, I was diſcompoſed at the name of 

Willowby when 1 flattered fel! it gt | 


have been another.” af 
2 My noble candid girl, you will force 
me to diſcover a ſecret, which however i in 


this caſe Iam ſure 1 ſhould be pardoned 

for diſcloſing. Montgomery has long loved 
you, but, with that prudence and honour 
that mark all his actions, wiſhed to owe the 


whole of his happineſs to your own heart.” 
Gertrude could not ſpeak ; her glowing 


Ne, „ 
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face Aill remained concealed on a the baſins: 
of her aunt. / 
Though I have proved to you how 
very ill I can keep a ſecret entruſted to 
me by the Colonel and Montgomery, yet 
fear not: I pledge you my honour that + 
ours ſhall never eſcape me, unleſs you 
require it. Now,” continued ſhe, affec- 


Aonately ſaluting her, “ will leave you 


until you are more compoſed, and alſo em- 
ploy Marian, chat ſhe may not intrude on 
vou at the preſent moment. For Mr. 
Willowby, I ſuppoſe I may anſwer him 
without conſulting you farther.” 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER III. 


SUSPENSE—A LO VER ACREEABLY SUR= 
PRISED>—AN UNSUCCESSFUL ; JOURNEY. | 


TO LONDON. 


| Mas 8. 3 joined Marian, and ſome 


converſation had taken place when the Co- 


lonel was announced. The veteran ven- 
tured no queſtion, but his anxious looks 
ſufficiently explained the nature of his ſen- 
n en to Mrs. ee; who at length 
ſaid: 
„ muſt you inform you, Colonel, that 
_ have been an unſucceſsful negotiator 
this morning; Miſs Montgomery, to whom 
I firſt applied, abſolutely refuſes her couſin, 
and with Gertrude J have not been more 


fortunate for Mr. Willowby.“ 3 
. „„ han 


f | 7 
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„Thank God!” ſaid the Gato; with 
an emotion of pleaſure which he could not 
| conceal; but endeavouring to ſuppreſs it, 
| he added: Pardon me, Madam, has Miſs 
St. Auſtyn indeed refuſed Mr. Willowby?” 
© Peremptorily, as 3 niece has alſo 
done Mr. Montgomery.“ Oc 
„ will love that ſweet girl for his: as 
long as 1 live; but for you, ſaucebox, 
turning to Marian, © how came you to re- 


fuſe your couſin? Perhaps tis the only 


chance you will ever have of oy made 
TIO" MOONEY IO * 
« Moſt probably iti is, Sir; 1 did. not con- 

ſider that circumſtance, but muſt notwith- 


5  fanding run the hazard.“ 


I am ſorry for the boy,” inet the 5 
Colonel; ; © but for Old Montgomery, I 
am glad his pride has got ſuch a rap on the 

Knuckles as a refuſal FOR Oy Albert” 8 

i daughter.” eee ERC e 
My couſin's ſpirits are too good for 
him to heed ſo trifling a diſappointment; 
and as I now learn Mr. Wanne is in the 
fame 


ALBERT; 0 
fame kreieren, my may conſole each 
other.“ WT 

« Well,” retunied the Coland, " hath 


my viſit has been ſhort, I muſt begone : to 
confeſs. the truth, I was anxious to learn 
the event of the affair. There is one at 

| home, too, who, for all. he puts the beſt 


face on the bufineſs, is not rolling on a 
bed of roſes.” 


The Colonel ſoon af ok leave, and = 


Mrs. Stanhope retired to write to M r. Wil- 


low by and Sir James Montgomery, judging KD 
it more agreeable that they ſhould learn 


their e te than in her pre- 
fence. 7 2 
Albert had during 1 morning ſuffered 


ſufficiently to convince him how near Ger- 


trude was to his heart. Anxious to know 


her reſolution reſpeting Willowby, he re- 
ſolved to ride over to the Vale, but a few 
moments refleQion determined him to re- 


main at home. Should ſhe,” ſaid he! men- 
tally, have accepted him, I might not be . 


ſufficiently maſter of myſelf to conceal the , 
blow it might give me; I will therefore 
bear 


3 1 


38 ALBERT. 


bear the torment of ſuſpenſe : if ſhe re- 
fuſes him, I ſhall. be overpaid for my 

_ anxiety; if otherwiſe, I ſhall at leaſt _ 

ceal my weakneſs.” - 

On the Colonel's departure he ledived 

| accompanying him, though without ex= 

| prefling his motive, and after ſome time 
took up a volume of Seneca ; but as. no 


moral in that author could reſolve his 


doubts, he threw down the book, and took 
a walk round to the different workmen, 


at ſo far ſueceeded i in his attempt to re- 


= ing, Sir?“ 


cover himſelf, that he returned apparently 
more calm. 
The Colonel ſoon . catered; "whe 
taking off his hat, and wiping his face, he 
ſeated himſelf in ſilence. Albert for ſome 
minutes conſtrained himſelf ſufficiently not 
to hazard a queſtion ; but obſerving his 
uncle was in no haſte to diſcloſe what he 
had heard, he at length ſaid: 
« You have been at the Vale this x morn- Ws 
« Yes, Sir, I have been at the Vale 3 
and, as I can readily ſurmiſe what you wiſh 
„ to 
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to know, inform you, that your iter has 
rejected young Montgomery; on which | 
account, though I did not chooſe to ſay ſo 
to her, you will pleaſe to remember that I 
mean to give her an additional two thou- 5 


ſand pounds.“ 


© hope I ſhall never 8 any t trait ol 
| your goodneſs, Sir. May I entreat to 
know, whether you have heard the reſult 
of Mr. Willowby's 1 N51 15 
Look you, Albert. In this caſe you 5 
have acted like a fool; but, according 
to the proverb, No man is wiſe at all times; 
| and as I conclude you only meant to oblige 
me in the affair, you will doubtleſs bear 
with patience whatever happens.” 
Montgomery's eyes were fixed on the 
Colonel; but no emotion from which he 


could judge moms in eicher his feat ures 
or manner. 


9 fear, Sir, 7 cannot appropriate o 
: myſelf the merit of only obliging you in 
this buſineſs; I certainly could have loved 
Gertrude, nay I do love her, beyond all 
vomen; but if ſhe. has preferred another 
to 


=; ALBERT, 


to me, 1 muſt bear i it with patience ; or, ra- 
7 ther, I will bear it with. fortitude.” 


True, true, that will be acting Fs a 
man, She is a charming girl, it muſt be 


_ confeſſed; but there are many others as 
handſome. To be ſure, it would not be 

pleaſant to ſee Willowby and her flouriſh. 

88 all avout. the e as oon as Ge hos 


WS <1 will never el it, „ faid Albert. 


« Why, what the Devil will you do with 


| yourſelf? We are very near neighbours 3 

and Gertrude, who is naturally affectionate, 
will ſtill be much with her aunt. Don't 
you think Mrs. Stanhope will be very fond 
has her children??? . 


Albert walked to the 3 « « My . 


dear Sir,” replied he, «you torture me; tell 


me at once the worlt ; : if ſhe has accepted 
him, I know you will.excuſe my abſence; 


until the buſtle of preparation is over, and 
I can recover myſelf ame to venture 
into your preſence.” 


« Well, then, Sir, ſummon all the 11 


0 lution, fortitude, and philoſophy you have 


talked 
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 ralked fo much about, and know chat the 
girl—” A real or feigned cough pre- 
vented his continuing; Albert conſidered 
it the latter, and a ſentiment of ſatisfaction 
reſtrained him from endeavouring to inter- 
rupt it. : 
J wiſh you would tell Urs. Notay e to 
mix ſome of that ſtuff for my cold I took 
the other night, Thoſe ſharp winds don't 
agree with me, I have got a dr bad 
: cough, IE 
_ aw pens to ſeize you very OY 
5 denly, Sir,“ anſwered Albert. 8 
« None of your innuendos, Sir; ; it was 
Miſs St. Auſtyn that ſtuck in my ſtomach z/ 
and for all your hypocriſy, you ate upon 
te tenter hooks of curioſity.” T“ 
An involuntary ſmile that played upon 
the Colonel's features 848 m e- aſſi 
Albert. 5 EAT 
©: "mY confeſs it, Sir; but as I am convinced, 
however you may be diſpleaſed with me, 
that my misfortunes will never in reality be 
a ſubje& of mirth to you, I conceive you 
have rather played upon my feelings.“ 
"50 * What 


— — 
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4 What the: plague; then, ei; you think 


ths girl has refuſed him for you?“ 


Not for me, Sir: but, won dear ez 


| has ſhe indeed-given a denial?” 


Ves, Sir, to the great ning of 


| her underſtanding, for I never thought her 


a fool before. You have had a hair-breadth 


eſeape, take care how you tempt another“ “ 


+ 1 
* 1 
” 10%. o 


In the evening the uncle and nephew paid 


a2 a viſit at the Vale. In Albert's addreſs to 


Gertrude there was an involuntary ſoftneſs; 


on her part, a confciouineſs that made her 
doubly intereſting; for though ſhe was 


aſſured of the honour of her aunt in keep- 


ing her ſecret, yet the recolledtion of the 
confeſſion ſne had made, now that the ob- 
jedt of it ſtood before ber, dyed. her face 
with bluſnmnes. 


As they were comvering cheerfully, the f 


Colonel ſaid, 


« I never properly enjoy the anti | 


| that {ſuch a ſociety would afford, from the | 
reflection that St. Auſtyn is not of the 
party. Hang me if 1 would not travel al- 


moſt 
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moſt: any diſtance, were I but aſſured of 
meeting him! in which caſe he would not 
eaſily get rid of me again. 4 : 
Indeed , Colonel, your betet rsd e 
ſhip for him can never be; ſufficiently ac- 

knowledged,” anſwered Mrs. Stanhope. 
« I have thought ſeriouſly on -the: ſubjett, 
and have reſolved to take a journey to 
town and queſtion his ſolicitor, who I 
| have no doubt knows his reſidence ; and 
as my relationſhip is ſo near, he may be 
the leſs ſcrupulous of making the diſcovery 


"0 me than to any other perſon.” 


This reſolve was warmly ſeconded by 
the whole party, all preſſing to accompany 
her; but that ſhe entirely declined, ſaying: 
My buſineſs in town will be completed 
in the courſe of a day or two; and as 1 
pave no doubt Mrs. Moſely will be pleaſed 
to accompany me, I ſhall entreat you to 
{pare her, as I ſhall prefer her to a younger 
perſon ; and we may in all probability WW 
lodged at her old houſe,” 5 
This arrangement filenced all parties, 
: both Marian and Gertrude being more ſa- 
tished 


7 A 
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thfied when they found a perſon, fo con- 


fidemial as Mrs. repay was to accom- 


pany her. | 27 340 D148 0 


My reſolution once formed, „ ſaid 
Mrs. Stanhope, I am always impatient 
until it is executed: 1 will therefore de- 
part on the day after to-morrow, if Mrs. 


Moſely can be prepared.“ 


Wilo by, the other from Sir James Mont- 


gomery: both were written with vilble 


pique, and the latter not without a reflee- 
tion at the Colonel, but which ſhe 


had heard from them. 


On the appointed morning the f ſet olf 
for London, where, on her arrival, ſhe 
was immediately ſuited with apartments at 
Mrs. Moſely's late houſe, and by the 
means of Frederic's banker obtained the 


addreſs of his ſolicitor; on whom ſhe 


waited in the courſe of the ſecond tay. 


after her arrival. 
Aer Ge compliments uſual at a Grft 
mceting 


On the following afterndon Mrs, Nook 
hope received two letters, one from Mr. 


entirely 
ſuppreſſed when ſhe informed him * ſhe | 


I 


meeting, ſhe informed him of her buſineſs, 
and entreated that, if he knew Freferic's 


preſent abode, he would diſcloſe it. 
I do not aſk, ſaid ſhe, . mo- 
tive of idle curioſity: F rederic” s IMpru- 
_ dence is already known to me; but, as I 
| have alfo learnt that he has taken all he 
poſſible ſteps towards teſtifying an altera- 
tion of conduct, I ſhould. hold myſelf un- 
pardonable to be wanting on my part; and 
therefore, as his neareſt; relation, wiſh to 
be his principal, nay his only creditor. 
Vou, from having the ſettlement of his 
affairs, are doubtleſs acquainted with every 


particular, and will confer a laſting favour 
on me by diſcloſing what you know. 1 


| have already declared my motive; it is to 


make him happy, and reinſtate him in the 
rank in life from which a ne follies 
have excluded him.“ 
« ] ſhould not conſider myſelf Mr. St. 
Auſtyn' s friend, Madam,” returned he, 
« did 1 make any concealment in ſuch a 


caſe; but I give vou my moſt ſolemn 
word, that I am unacquainted with his re- 


| 


M idence, 
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ſidence, if it is not in £ öh there 1 
direct what letters I have occaſion to 
write, but which in truth are only few, as 
the whole of his affairs is ſettled with the 


ſtricteſt honour; nor do I think he owes a 
ſhilling, except the groſs e enen | 


he has engaged his eſtate for three years.” 
Mrs, Stanhope inquired the particulars 
of the arrangement; which being informed» 
of, ſhe ſaid: _ | 
His ſtipend muſt then be very ſmall, 
comparatively to what he has been accuſ- 
tomed to.“ | 
Not more, Madam, wo: ene be, 
N than a hundred and fifty pounds yearly, 
as I know upwards of three hundred are 
appropriated to the neceſſary expence and 
ſupport of the old ſervants at bis ſeat in 
Yorkſhire,” 7 
This trait of character was *o congenial | 
to Mrs. Stanhope's own feelings, that half 
Frederic's follies were obliterated by it. 


« I am rejoiced,” ſaid ſhe, * that he ftill 
preſerves his humanity ; it convinces me 


that he 1s yet worthy my regard,” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stanhope ſoon. after took leave, 
vexed that ſhe could not diſcover her ne- 
phew; but on the whole. pleaſed to find, 
that though he had acted imprudently, he 
had fortitude ſufficient to make himſelf 
the only ſufferer ; a circumſtance that was 

| plainly evinced by his honour in diſcharg- 
ing his debts, and his condutt to the old 
domeſtics. 
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CHAPTER 


48 ALBERT, 
CHAPTER . 


A DECLARATION—A LOVER” J FEARS— f 
AND A SEVERE LOSS, 1 


I N he mean time the family at the Vale, 
and that at Black-wood, though both wiſh- 
ed the return of Mrs. Stanhope, paſſed 
their hours not unpleaſantly. The Colo- 
nel's viſits were indeed ſhort, as he hoped 
Albert's doubts muſt now be removed, and 
that he would make an offer of his heart 0 
Miſs St. Auſtyn. 15 
; In this ſurmiſe he was not el 
for, in the afternoon after Mrs. Stanhope' 8 
departure, being alone with his ſiſter and 
Gertrude; he ſaid, i WII you forgive „ 
| 5 Mils 
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Miſs St. Auftyn, if before my filter and 


yourſelf I open my. whole heart, and en- 
treat your opinion on a ſubje& that mult 


conſtitute its future happineſs or miſery? 
To Marian, with the name of fiſter, I add © 

| that of friend; but what word can I find bs 
ſulficiently expreſſive of the ſentiment 3 
feel for you? Friendſhip in its moſt ex- 


alted Nate, enlivened by an affeQion which 
I latter myſelf is proof againſt time or age. 


For many months I ſtruggled with an in- 


clination J in vain endeavoured to con- 


quer; for I could not forget the diſtance 
fortune had placed between us: but at 
length imboldened by the kindneſs and 
familiarity with which you have honoured 
me; encouraged by the parental goodneſs 


of my uncle, and, permit me to add, the 


friendſhip of Mrs. Stanhope, J dare offer 
you a heart even yet more anxious for 


your happineſs than its own,” 
Gertrude was too much affeded to re- 
ply... 


by : 
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Will you not ſpeak to me! de at length 
reſumed he: See in me only What you. 
Vor. IV. „ wiſh; 
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wiſh ; my ultimate deſire is to paſs my life 


with you, and by all poſſible means en- 


: deavour to make you happy; ; or, if I have 
. the misfortune; not to meet your approba- 
tion, I will, whatever it may coſt me, 
withdraw my ſuit—as 1 cannot perſecute 


thoſe 1 loves iam: 4 2 


Gertrude's emotion was 169 great to be 


k and ſhe burſt into tears. 


% My beloyed Gertrude,” ſaid Marian, | 


ce my ſiſter, whatever may be your deter- 
mination in this caſe, will you not ſpeak to 
Albert? You, are, I know, above diſſimu- 


ion.“ 


(c I- do n not * to > diſtemble, 3 


ed Gertrude heſitating; © indeed I cannot 


expreſs my thoughts—My aunt will ſoon 


return have no will but hers,” 


The ardent temper of Albert did not 


ſullcjemly allow for the timidity of the 
_ conſcious. Gertrude, who, though at the 
height of her withes, yet remembered her 

folly reſpefting Berners. 


CD pan 


Iwill leave you to-night,” ſaid he with 
A a figh; ; «Iam convinced I have diſtreſſed 
I | ONES Jou. 


ALBERT. me 


you. To-morrow, if I may intrude, you 
perhaps will condeſcend to be more ex- 
plicit. I muſt owe my. happineſs to your- 
ſelf alone, or from you recelve the deſtruc- 
tion of my hopes. = 
Marian, who more properly judged the 
real cauſe of Gertrude's emotion, replied in 
her uſual manner,“ Well, begone now, and 
come as early as you pleaſe to-morrow, we 
will each give you a hand in token of 
_ friendſhip.” | 
Albert kiſſed the offered hand of Ma- 
rian; that of Gertrude was merely paſſive, 
and trembled ſo exceſſively, that it in- 
_ creaſed his doubts.” He had no ſooner left _ 
them, than Gertrude, throwing herſelf into 
Mae s arms, ſaid: Why would your 
brother act thus? In Mrs. Stanhope's pre- 
ſence I ſhould not t have behaved ſo fool- 
iſhly.” 
« Truly as 1 os Mrs. Stanhope, my 
. dear Gertrude, I muſt ſay my brother's 
happineſs depends entirely on yourſelf, 
Albert, I am convinced, fears that his 
addreſſes. are diſpleaſing to you; and ſhall - 
: 3 L can- 
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1 candidly own, 1 am almoſt of the ſame 


ne 
Ah Marian, you lade n my heart. 
Had I. never known Berners, with what 


pleaſure could I have accepted your bro- 
ther! As it is, conſider how I muſt. feel 


humiliated when he een a impru- 


dence.” 


Ne And hack you Mes, my PORE, Ger- 
trude, no other motive? 1 
7 * Undoubtedly none. I could not ob- 


5 jet to Mr. Montgomery, if I felt myſelf 
his equal in point of merit: as it is, that 
cruel remembrance is for ever intruding— _ 
in the offer of his affection how ſtrongly = 
did it croſs my memory! and ſhould I ac- 
cept his hand, ſtill would Berners empoiſon : 
: all my happineſs.” : 


« Tf that is all,” enclaimett Marian ina 


buntpött, «baniſh the thought for ever, 
my ſiſter, my friend, the choſen of my be- 


loved brother's heart! Albert is worthy 


your affeQion ; he will force you by his 


unwearied attention to forget all that can 
give you pain Would to Heaven he had 
5 55 not 


bappy; but to-morrow at leaſt, give me 


leave to ſay, before. you ſee him, that you 
do not forbid him to hope at ſome future 


5 period the bleſſing he aſpires too? 


« My dear Marian, act in a manner that 
you think proper; but 1 could wiſh Mrs. 
Stanhope's preſence to  fanftion ys con- 


ä duct. ' > 8 _ | | 
„ She will fand it, * 1 am con- 


vinced, will not blame the liberty we have 


taken in her. abſence.” “ 


*Iam convinced with you, Marian, 5h 
the approves Mr. Montgomery. Were 1 
not ſo, would never conſider bim! in the 


TT. light he deſires; E nay, why to you ſhould I 


be aſhamed to confels, that I almolt dchre 


myſelf >» 2 , 8 
Such was the purport of the Abbate 


between Marian and Gertrude, which was 
prolonged to a late hour; while in the in- 
terim Albert had reached home, ſuffering 
all thoſe uncertainties, doubts, and fears, 


| that 1 IN ſome meaſure are attendant on love. 
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not gone fo ſpeedily 1 ſaw. he was. un- 


as. 
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One nerd; one look of n from Ger. 

trude would have baniſhed them; but her 
extreme timidity and confuſion he placed to 
a cauſe very oppoſite from the reality, and 


C̃onſidered her former behaviour, which 


had influenced him to make the declara- 
non, as only the conſequence of the affec- 
tion ſhe had for bis ſiſter, and the friend- 
ſhip between their families. 
The Colonel immediately diſcovered 
that ſomething had diſcompoſed his tem- 
per, and ſoon learned the occaſion. 
e Ah, Sir!“ faid Albert, «© how fan- 
guine were you in this cauſe! Nay, how 
much more ſo have I been? But, as you 
once ſaid, my vanity has indeed miſled me.” 
„ Why, what the devil, then,” returned 
the Colonel, bas the e refuſed 
e 
"0 Refuſed ub Ns; Sirz but had the 


felt any affection for me, would ſhe have 


ſuffered ſuch confuſion, ſuch an apparent 

ftruggle? Would ſhe have placed the 

whole merit, Would ſhe acquieſce, to Mrs. 
Stan- 


ALBERT. as 


- Stanhope? 8 commands? Nay, rater than 
all thoſe eircumſtances, would ſhe have 
11 Zed bon is this all 2” l the Co- 
lonel: © why, you know no more of wo- 
men than if you had never ſeen one from 
your birth. Why, all thoſe little turnings 
and windings are as natural to them as 
eating, drinking, and ſleeping.” 
Perhaps fo, Sir; but I had hoped; nay. 
I believe,” Miſs St. Auſtyn above ſuch lit- 
tle arts. The man that ſhe can eſteem, 
ſhe will generouſly tell fo, and K "x no 
ſubterfuge to conceal it“ 

« Don't provoke! me, Alben 1 your : 
vagaries. Did you expect the girl 10 
ſnatch you in her arms, and return you 
thanks for the honour you conferred upon - 

| her? She ſpoke like a prudent girl; but 1 
ſhall talk no more on the ſubje& to-night ; 
perhaps by to-morrow ne hag 2 
be better ſatisfied.” 

Albert intruded the diſcourſe. no . 
though he remained penſive and choughi- 
ful; in truth, he was ſo buſied in reflec- 

D4 Os tion 
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tion on the uncertainty of his # own fitua- 
tion, that he did not remark that his uncle 
during the remainder of the evening ſeemed 
k as equally loſt i in thought : as himſelf, 
The next morning Albert roſe early, 
and to his great ſurpriſe, as it was unuſual, 
found the Colonel down ſtairs before him. 
The breakfaſt paſſed with little diſcourſe 
on either fide „though Albert did not fail to 
expreſs his fears for his uncle's health, 
whoſe filence and gravity gave him real 
concern. At length the breakfaſt con- 
cluded, the Colonel addreſſing him, ſaid: . 
I was in hopes to have ſeen you in a 


— happier frame of temper laſt night, which 


made me protract informing you of an 
event of much importance both to you and 
myſelf. When I was laſt in town, 1 acted 
very fooliſhly i in intruſting all my letters, 
leaſes, bonds, and in ſhort all my valuable 
papers, in the hands of a fellow whom Van- 
ſittart recommended as an agent, and who | 
1 hear, by the poſt of yeſterday, 1s gone 
abroad with the property in his hands, in 
which caſe I fear we are inevitably ruined ; 


but 
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# 


| but a1 have no doubt Miſs St. Auſtyn loves 
you, all will yet go well.” | 
« Merciful God!” ſaid Albert, my 
dear Sir, not for myſelf, but for you, 1 feel 
ſeverely. Something may perhaps be re- 
covered; or, ſhould it not, your half- Pay, 
and what property was independent of this 
misfortune, will ſtill ſecure the comforts 8 
you are accuſtomed to. Vour Albert muſt 
no longer be a weight upon your gene- 
roſity, but his affection and e ſhall * 
doubled. = 
3 Zounds! hold your tongue; you will 
make me as fooliſh as a wench, and then 1 
ſhall not tell you half what I intended.“ 
« My dear uncle, I am filent; but 1 
there i is any ſtep I can take, command me. 
1 ſhall conſider it until to-morrow, 
when we will uſe what meaſures may be 
neceſſary; in the mean time ! ſhall take a 
long ride, and in the evening will meet 2 : 
at the Vale,” 
« Oh, Sir, how can 1 TO there? Would 
to ) Heaven I had known this misfortune 
8 _ veſter- 
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yelterday, what pain might 1 not have 
fſpared both Gertrude and myſelf!““ 


„ Own the whole to her, if you don' t 


J find her a generous girl will I be hanged ; 


and with fixteen thouſand pounds a man 


may be as happy as with fixty.” 


Pardon me, Sir, if in the preſent eir⸗ 

: cumſtance I decline all thoughts of her. 
To owe ſuch a debt to her affection, were 
The generous enough to make the offer, is 
Ax greater ſacrifice than I could accept,” 
- little while fince,” faid the Colonel, : 
* you wiſhed to owe all to her love; now 
you have turned to another point, and 


blow hot and cold with the ſame mouth.“ 
« My dear uncle,” faid Albert, « will, I 


know, make ſome allowance in this caſe for 0 


honour,” 


« Yes, Sir; and to convince you we will 
have no clandeſtine doings, tell the girls 
Phat has happened; it will ſave me the 
trouble of blundering it out to them. As 1 

ſaid before, I will call there for you in the 


evening.” aq 


4 
| 
1 


Albert 
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Albert would have raiſed more objec. 
tions; but the Colonel filenced all by ſay- 
ing, © If you have any affeQion for me, 
let me have my. own way. You ſhall ſee 
me early.” With theſe words he left Al- 
bert, mounted his horſe, and rode off. 
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CHAPTER v. 


A SEVERE BLOW=—A TRIAL oF AFFEC- 
TION. | | 


FoR ſometime after his departure Mont- 
gomery could not collect himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently to arrange his thoughts; which when 

he had effeRted, he was yet more puzzled; 

for his uncle, in his money tranſactions, 
though generous in the extreme, had ever 
ſhevn a regularity and circumſpection that 
appeared to ſecure him from being eaſily 
deluded. At all events, ſeverely as it 


. might coſt him, he reſolved to relinquiſh 


Gertrude, and bitterly repented having the 
day before declared the ſecret of his heart 
to her. | . | 


To 


ALBERT. 6 


70 relate to either her or to Marian what 
* had heard, gave him pain; to conceal 
it, was an act he could not think of; yet 
he wiſhed he had been better informed of 

dhe circumſtances, fearful of increaſing the 

loſs that was-ſaſtained, or inſpiring hopes 
that might be diſappointed. For himſelf 
he felt little; but for the Colonel and 

Marian he ſuffered all that a ſon or brother 
could in equally diſtrefling circumſtances, 
I rejoice,” faid he mentally with a forced 

reſolution, © that I have not the additional 
pang of being poſſeſſed of Gertrude's heart: 


how much more muſt I then have endured 


10 relinquiſh her! In that caſe, the ſtroke 
would have been worle than death.” ; At 
that moment the ſervant entered with a note 
from Marian, which he tore open, and read 
a8 follows: 2 7 1 1 


— 


_ 115 DEAR BROTHER, 
9 As we do not purpoſe going out to- 
day, we ſhall be glad if my uncle and your- 
ſelf will paſs the afternoon with us. My 


Happineſs | is too ſtrongly ir interwoven with 
yours 


62 AER T. 


yours to 5 ſuffer me to coneeal what I know 
will give you pleaſure, particularly as I ſaw 
you left us laſt night in ſome uneaſineſs. 
Suſfice it to ſay, that you can never love 
Gertrude half ſo well as ſhe deſerves; her 
confuſion and tears originated in a cauſe 
fo truly delicate, eſtimable, and flattering 
to you, that, if you do not endeavour to 
baniſh the remembrance from her memory 
for ever, I muſt reſpect you leſs than I 
have heretofore done. Reconcile her to 
herſelf; convince her that you have for- 
gotten Berners, and her heart Is s wholly : 
yours. Adieu. N 
= Mazian Moxreonrny.” | 


Alwbert's ta had bites awe me 
cipally confined to the Colonel and Ma- 


rian, but he now felt for himſelf. Was 


this blow wanting to complete my vexa- | 

_ tion?” exclaimed he: © To be forced at 
ſuch a moment to love her a thouſand times 
better than before, yet to be neceſſitated 
to relinquiſh her! Would to Heaven my 
uncle had taken on bimſelf the taſk of in- 
forming 
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forming them of what has happened ! Yet,” 
continued he, after a momentary pauſe, 
* he would not have done it fo cautiouſly 
as I ſhall, and might perhaps have dropped 

a word that I could have wiſhed ſuppreſſed ; 
for his affection prevents his ſeeing the 
impropriety of my thinking of Gertrude 1 
his fortune is loſt. However I may ſuffer, 
1 hope I ſhall act worthy the dictates of 

my conſcience, and the charatter Mrs. 
. Stanhope I am convinced has of my ho- 
Youre: 
Such were his refleQions during the 
via morning until dinner was announced, 
when the ſervant informed him, that the 
Colonel had ſaid he ſhould dine out. My 
poor uncle,” ſaid Albert mentally, © wiſhes 
to conceal his concern, and the leaſt return 


I can make is to behave. in a manner to 


convince him that it has no painful effect 
on me. 

In the afiernoon Albert walked to the 
Vale, when he found his ſiſter and Ger- 
trude waiting his. arrival. His features 
vere too expreſſive for them not to diſ- 

r 
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cover that ſomething had diſcompoſed him; 
and though Gertrude vas too timid to queſ- 
tion, Marian felt no ſuch reſtraint, and en- 
treated him to inform her of the cauſe. 
We expected you two hours ſince,” 
ſaid ſhe: © I am convinced nothing trivial 
could have detained you ; tell us therefore 
what was the reaſon?” 
My dear ſiſter, you judge y: the | 
cauſe muſt indeed be momentous. that 
could detain me from you.” Ne. 
For Heaven s ſake, what is the mat- 
ter? where is my uncle? is he well? let us 
at once know the truth.“ | 
Montgomery entreated her not to ſur- i 
miſe worſe than what in reality was the 


caſe; then with great caution informed 


them of every circumſtance that he knew 
of the loſs his uncle had. ſuſtained ; con- 
cluding with ſaying to Gertrude, 1 
XI Vill not attempt, my dear Miſs 1 

Auſtyn, to relate to you what this unhappy 

event has coſt me; not for my own ſake, 

but for thoſe a thouſand times more dear. 
Relinquiſhing you is the only point in 
which 


%. 
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which I am vulnerable. Would to Hea- 
| ven [I had ſpared you the trouble of yeſter= 
day, and mylelf the anguiſh the remem- 
brance muſt ever bring with it!“? 
Indeed,“ returned Gertrude, for the 
firſt time breaking filence fince he began 
the account,“ I think you appear to con- 
ſider this buſineſs in too ſerious a light. 
The man may be perhaps ſtopped, or the 
-.  lols' may not be ſo great as you apprehend; 
but even ſhould it, thank God the Colonel 
has enough to ſupport him in a manner 
conformable to his rank. Marian vill fill 
have a tender aunt, and fiſter—and you,” 
continued ſhe, with ſome heſitation of 
voice, © will have friends with whom the 
loſs of fortune can make no difference.” 
| Montgomery was not maſter of his feel- 
| ings; he preſſed her hand to his lips, 
e Why will you,” ſaid he, © by ſuch en- 
_ chanting gentleneſs redouble the pang 1 
muſt ſuffer to'relinquiſh you for ever?” 
<« Indeed, Albert,” ſaid Marian, © the 
more I reflect on this ſubjett the leſs I can | 
. underſtand it; though my uncle's loſs may 
e A 
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be great, it cannot be ſo heavy 3 as you 
apprehend.” 


1 know not particulars, for out of 
tenderneſs to me he did not mention the | 
affair until this morning, when to avoid a 
: diſcuſſion he baſtily left me; nor did he 
dine at home, but ſaid he would meet me 


here this evening.“ 


„ ] amalmoſt convinced, . aid Gerede 
* reſtraint was entirely baniſhed by 


7 the unhappineſs of her friends, © that you 


will find this diſagreeable affair not ſo bad 
| as you ſuſpect; but ſhould it even equal 

your fears, you will not I am ſure forget 
that fortitude you have hitherto. fo 9 88 


nently ſhewn.” 


1 might indeed die the WY of for- 
tune with calmneſs; but to bave a treaſure 
ſnatched from me at the inflant I learn its 
value, is a trial beyond my power to ſup- 
port. I even feel myſelf unprincipled in 


holding this converſation with you in the 


| preſent ſtate of my affairs; a converſation, 

however forced by anguiſh, that I cannot 
anſwer to my c own heart, Why did I come 

hither? 
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vither? Why did I tempt a danger beyond 


the natural weakneſs. of man to ſuſtain 


4 Wy honour ? Never again will I venture 


I may be unhappy ; but 1 will not be 
depiesble. 2 

„My friend,” aid Gertrude, with. a 1 
miliarity ſne had never before uſed with 
Albert, © pardon me, if I ſay you do not 


exert the patience that I once thought dil= 


| tinguiſhed you.” 


Had the loſs coſt me any thing leſs FR 
than yourſelf, T could have borne it; but = 
love almoſt to enthuſiaſm, and to judge by 


your enchanting condeſcenſion that I am 


not totally indifferent, requires no com- 


mon ſhare of calmneſs to ſupport.? 


And why ?” ſaid Gertrude bluſhing, 
fixing her eyes on the ground, and heſitat- 
ing; © will it render it neceſſary that—that 


you ſhould no longer diſtinguiſh me ?” 


« Diſtinguiſh you!” replied. Albert: 
The man who looks up to you, Miſs St. 
Auſtyn, honours himſelf, Pardon me if 
+ bid you farewel. IT am not equal to Son 1 
verſation; I momentarily act in the man- 
ner 


Ef: 
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ner I wiſh to avoid. M y dear lane, tell 
my uncle I am returned to Black-wood; 1 
will endeayour to recover my ſpirits to 
meet him: be you equally cautious not to 
let him ſee your uneaſineſs. —Miſs St. Auf. 
tyn, may every happineſs attend you! 
Jou muſt not leave us in this ſtate of 
mind,” anſwered Gertrude, laying her 
hand on his arm: Would to Heaven 
Mrs. Stanhope was here !—Could you for a 
moment ſuppoſe,” continued ſhe; turning 
from him with the utmoſt confuſion, © that 
a decreaſe of fortune could influence either 
my aunt or myſelf? If you did, you mil- 
took her character; ſhe is above ſo deſpi- 
cable a conſideration, and has long fince 

_ generouſly declared, that the man my heart 
could approve ſhould without reſtriction be 

| her choice. That man—why will you, 
force me to ſo painful a declaration 7—i8 
now before me.“ . 
« Merciful Heaven, ſupport my reſo- 
lution and rectitude !** exclaimed Mont- 
gomery, ſinking at her feet: * Sorrow 1 
have borne with relignation, and poverty 
with 
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with honour : let them not fail me in this 
try ing hour!“ 


His head ſunk on the ſopha by the fide 2 


of Gertrude; his tears wetted her hand, 
while hers dropped on bis face. 


We will talk no more on the ſubjedt, ” 
ſaid Gertrude with aſſumed calmneſs; © you | 
ſhall paſs the evening with us; and for any 


thing elſe, Mrs. Stanhope at her return will 
be the beſt arbitrator.” 5 


Though,“ anſwered Albert, 4 J woild : 
entrult my life to her deciſion, yet I muſt 


not in this caſe depend upon her goodneſs, 


The remembrance of your angelic ſweetneſs 
in this hour of trial ſhall never be oblite- 
rated from my memory; but Mrs. Stan- 
hope's honour, and your OWN, both demand 


| that you do not accept an unequal match, 


Could I endure, when my very ſoul was 
yours, to hear it whiſpered, that ſome ſiniſ- 


ter motive influenced my conduQ, and that 


your perſon, whoſe beauty is its leaſt recom. _ 
mendation, was but a ſeconda ry incentive? 
No: that reflection will, when all others 
fail, force me to act uprightly. Your con- 
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du this day has made my love at once 
my pride and glory, and I will act . | 
the ſentiment it has inſpired.” 
We will, as I before ſaid, ” returned 
ö Gertrude, «© now inſtantly drop the ſub. 
ject; it is too painful for me longer to ſup- 
port. Do not let the Colonel find us dil. 
compoſed. My beloved Marian,” added 
| ſhe, © will you ring the bell for tea? 1 
only require the company of Mrs. Stan- 
hope, to regain my brother, and to ſee my 
friends cheerful, to make me one of the 


9 9 happieſt girls i in the univerſe.” 1 


a 


CHAPTER 


ALBERT. 


' CHAPTER VE. 


A CONFESSION—A SURPRISE=AND A 
© rok Ex OF PEACE, 


Marian was N at the tea- 
table, and Gertrude ſeated on a ſofa had 
inſenſibly made place for Albert, who, 
though he had reſolved to relinquiſh her 
for ever, had not reſolution that evening 
to make the firſt effort. The party were 
ſilent, except at intervals a ſingle queſtion 
| anſwered with a monoſyllable broke on the 
refletions of each. Gertrude with down- 
caſt eyes was ſcrutinizing her own con- 
ſcience, whether ſhe had not ſaid too much 
to Montgomery for delicacy to allow; but 
the previous approbation of her aunt and 
his 
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his diftreſs ade the excuſe, and recon. 


ciled her to what in other circumitances 
ſhe would have judged highly i improper. 
Albert, his eyes fixed on her face, where 


he traced a thouſand graces he had never 
before diſcovered, was ruminating on the 


loſs his uncle had ſuſtained, and ardently 
wiſhing that it might not be found great 
enough to force him to reſign the woman 
for whoſe ſake he could alone prize wealth. 


Marian's anxiety was equal to that of either; 


Albert was ſcarcely more dear to her than 

Gertrude; and thus to find all the ſcheines 
of happineſs her ardent fancy had formed 

for them at once deſtroyed, overpowered | 


her with uneaſineſs. 8 


Thus were they ſituated whey ths Co- 
lonel entered. As his eye glanced at Al- 
bert, ſeated on the ſame ſofa by Gertrude, 
no one would have ſuppoſed from the plea- 
ſure expreſſed in his countenance, that he 


had recently ſuffered fo ſevere alols. 


| : cc My dear uncle,“ ſaid Marian, riſing 
and affeQtionately kiſſing him, © why would 
you leave us to-day ? Have you any trou- 
| OO ut e 


bl 
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ble that your children' s duty and affection 
ſhould not ſhare ?” 1 
« You are a good girl; but don't talk to 5 
me juſt now. Albert has then told you—“ 
Mr. Montgomery,“ anſwered Ger- 
wude, « has informed us that he fears you 
have ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs; but, my 
dear Colonel, you have not loſt your friends, 
had I loſt my fortune; independent of my 
family, I know no one I would ſo ſoon be 
obliged to as yourſelf.” ; 
My beloved Miſs st. Auſtyn, you are 
an angel! Had 1 a million it ſhould be at 
your diſpoſal,” returned the Colonel. 
Money vill not purchaſe happineſs. 
1 have, thank Heaven, enough to ſatisfy 
myſelf and my friends too, unleſs they 
are very unreaſonable. Some,” conti- 
nued ſhe, timidly glancing at Albert, “ are 
100 proud to ſhare the fortune of even 
| thoſe they pretend to eſteem moſt ; but in 
theſe caſes there can be _nojaffeftion. Are 
you not of my opinion, Colonel? 1 


] am of opinion that you are the e 
Vol. IV. W 
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eſt Gel in the world,” ed the Co- 
jonel. ion. 

* Ah; Sir, aid Albert, «if you knew 
me proofs of goodneſs and condeſcen- 
fion I have encountered this day, you. 
would declare me at once the man in the 
world the moſt to be envied, and the moſt 
to be pitied.“ FED 7 

_ « Nay, if you confeſs yourſelf to be en- 


vied, the devil take pity ! not a grain have 
J to beſtow. My dear Miſs St. Auſtyn, 


Phat day do you expect your coral ' Egad, 
I am impatient for her return.“ 


« My aunt cannot remain abfent more 
than two days. I vill write to her to- mor- 


row, and let her know this affair. Have 


you any meſſage 1 can communicate o 


1 
% None, but to tell oF I am the deppen 


old fellow under the ſun. Mind, Albert, 
this very day month I will give the mer- 


rieſt if not the fineſt entertainment to the 
neighbouring peaſantry they ever enjoyed 


in their lives. We'll have no maſquerad- 
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ing in fool's jackets, every man ſhall play 
the fool bare-faced: our poor neighbours 
ſhall be feaſted—(our rich ones are feaſted 
every day)—and the man that dares but to 
wrinkle his brow ſhall be kicked out of the 
company. As far as five hundred pounds 
will permit, beef, ſtrong beer, and plum 
nn ſhall be the paſs word.“ 


The whole Pony: og to think him 1 in- 
toxicated. 


« We will talk of this to-morrow, Sir ; ; 
it grows late—will you permit me to attend . 
you home?“ ſaid Albert. 
LNo, Sir, not yet. What lay you, 
Miss St. Auſtyn, will you do an old fellow 
the honour of dancing with him at his ruſtic 
_ aſſembly?” ED ITT 
Ef you mean yourlelf, villingly, Sir, 
ſhould it take place.“ | : 
That it ſhall do, by jingo! We can well 
afford five hundred pounds in ſuch a aa 
cannot we, Albert?“ 3 Thi 
« What cauſe, Sir ?” ſaid bene 


Montgomery, who momentarily dreaded : 


that the Colonel ſhould ſay ſomething that 
1 . 
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might'diftreſs Gertrude, reſolved if poſſible 
_ to ſtop him, and therefore anſwered, 
Im all probability, Sir, I ſhall not be at 
Black. wood at the period you mention; it 
is neceſſary J ſhould make ſome exertion 
to relieve, you from a uſeleſs, weight: 
uch an expence too as you propoſe, on 
calmer reflection I am convinced you will 
find of no real utility, and therefore will 
perhaps decline it.“ eee 
I ſhall not decline it, Sir; and; as to 
your leaving Black-wood, *tis all ſtuff; I'll 
truſt you now for that.” ? ; 
E It is a very neceffary. ae Sir, bon 
for your intereſt and my were 7 
ſvwered Montgomery with a ſigh. 
It is very neceſſary that you remain 
there, both formy intereſt and your own hap- 
pineſs. Look you, Albert, you have a good 
while been rather deranged in your under- 
| fanding,andlaſtnight gave meaconvincing 
proof that nothing but an active remedy. 
could remove your complaint. Vou may re- 
collect, I threatened ſome time ſince, if you 
did not get better, to puniſh your body for 
„ "WD dhe 
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1 


the good of out foul. - I have dode ſo; 


my recipe has been efficacious, you have 


regained your underſtanding, and I have 
regained my fortune; or, more properly, 
I never loſt it. How could you be ſuch a 
fool to believe it?“ 


An exclamation of ſarpriſe cſeaped from 


N cach of the party. 
„ loſt it, Sir!” repeated Mont- 
gomery. 18 it poſſible you could ſo wan- 


tonly agonize me? Could A? dappaſe mm 


would ſtoop to ſuch a- 1 15 


Lie! I ſuppoſe you mean, Sir? But 
in this caſe I am adamant to all you can 
ay; I have fortified my mind by reading 
e patience of Job, and would adviſe you 


10 have recourſe to the ſame remedy,” 7 
Albert was evidently diſcompoſed. 


am ſorry, Sir,” replied he, © that you 3 : 
| for a moment think me capable of taking 
| fo. unpardonable a liberty with you: the 
word fublerfuge. certainly occurred, but 1 


luppreſſed it; and for the hook of Job, if 


it could furniſh an excuſe for the treatment 
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ö ALBERT, 

Miſs St. Auſtyn has received; I would cer. 
rainly read it, not bead om my own account, 
but yours.“ | 


* Egad, that's true enough. Miſs 8. 


Auſtyn, I humbly beg your pardon; by 
my foul and honour J will never deceive 


you again wilfully! Albert, however, was 


moſt to blame; his folly forced» me upon 
this ſtep.” 


pes intruding, Colonel, >. replied 
Gertrude, © for| what __ was ſuch a 


plan intended I 


« It was,“ ſaid the Colonel, Inh De 5 


: confuſion, and heſitating, t —to— 


Make me miſerable and ridiculous,” 


interrupted Albert.“ Pardon me, Miſs St. 


Auſlyn, I pledge you my honour that 1 

have not deceived you more than I was 
myſelf” deceived. J propoſed to baniſh 
my ſelf from your preſence; you will now _ 
act worthy yourſelf to forbid me from it: 
however ſuch a prohibition. may pros me, 


ſhall confeſs it juſt.“ 


5 | 


© Merciful Heaven! Colonel," aid ger 
| | trude, 


t 
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ch the thought ſuddenly ftriking her, 
«could you for a moment wrong me ſo much 
as to ſuppoſe me influenced by fortune?” 
« See, Sir, exclaimed Montgomery, 
=, the effect of your ſchemes: can you ex- 
cuſe this act to Mrs. Stanhope? Nay, can you 

excuſe it to your own heart?—My: beloved 
Miſs St. Auſtyn, ridiculous as this affair is, 
you indeed miſtake it; the favour was en- 
 tirely meant for me. For pity's ſake, then, 
I conjure you ſuppreſs your tears; they 
diſtract me! Thus at your tet i 2 
Aye, ſaid the Colonel, “you have 
reaſon enough to beg her pardon, though 1 
confeſs I need her forgiveneſs the moſt of 
the two; therefore, my dear Miſs St. Auſ- 
| tyn, do not refuſe it; To be ſure, I cannot 
kneel quite ſo gracefully as the young gen- 
leman there; but if you will excuſe the 
ſtiffneſs of my knees, and the little ſciatica | 
T have in my hip, behold me thus Pur 
entreat you to forget my folly!” _ 
There was ſomething ſo truly c comic in 
the Colonel 8 poſture kneeling by, the fide 
a of 
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of Albert, that Marian burſt into a fit of 
laughter ; nor could Gertrude have re- 
frained, notwithſtanding her recent tears, 
had not che ſtrong vexation that marked 
che features of Montgomery reſtrained her. 
Mliſs St. Auſtyn, ſaid he, riſing from 
berate will entreat ſome future op- 
portunity to convince you of my innocence 
in this ridiculous buſineſs: I am too 
much diſturbed to remain in your pre- 
ſence this evening; permit me therefore to 
- wiſh you a good night.” With thoſe 
Voyrds he immediately left them. . 
* So, ſaid the Colonel, © he is gone in 
a fine huff! He is a good fellow, and 1 
don't like to vex him; but there was no 
help for it in this caſe.” «© 
My dear Sir,” replied . „my 
brother is particularly wounded, as it has 
cauſed him to appear in ſo deceitful a 
light to Miſs St. Auſtyn. I wiſh he had 
not been fa haſty in nen, what you 
had told him. 
„ * Egad, he could not help] it ; 1 ing fed | 
| . 


it, as 1 would 17 8 no r N conceal- 


ment!!! | 
. What uſe, Colonel, as I betas ad; 


was it to anſwer?” ſaid Gertrude. If, as 
I cannot avoid ſurmiſing, it was. to try what 


effect the loſs of fortune would have on me, 
vou have indeed e miſtaken my cha- 
racer,” 


« My Soy: Miſs 8. 0 T cannot 


bear you to think thus; and will, however 


diſagreeable, rather diſcloſe the truth than 


ſuffer you to remain in ſuch an error.“ 


Indeed, Sir, ſuch a reparation is due 


to > Miſs: St. Auſtyn, ſaid Marian. 


AI confeſs it, and have given my word, 
and would, if neceſſary, my bond, never 
more to deceive her wilfully.:. Albert, I 


am convinced; has always, ſince he firſt ſaw 
you, Miſs St. Auſtyn, loved you; nay, he 


confeſſed it to me the other day; but fear- 
ful of gaining your affection, he had de- 
clined declaring his real ſentiments. 1 
vorked him up into a ſine vagary about 


Willowby:; 1 but even then he would not 


ä | conſent 
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that he ſhould immediately tform you of 
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matters; and as for vanity, he has no more 


eyed, hump- backed, and ercoked-legged, 


eſteem for him; and no longe r ag 1 
yeſterday came home ſo diſpirited and dif 


Miſs St. Auſtyn, was attributed to diſlike, 

dilguſt, and I know not what, until a reſo- 
lution I had before haſtily fornied came into 
my mind, and which was ſimply as follows: 


your ſentiments, whatever they might be, 


S Vams--# Morgen er 


told him the tale which he repeated to you, 


14 5 
' 
4 
i 
4 
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conſent to * the firſt offer. I need not 
repeat to you chat, with all his good qua- 
lities, he is a fool and a romancer in love 


than my old ſhoes; for, had he been blear- 


he could not;have, been more diffident of 
his ſuceeſs. In ſhort, he would not believe 
that it was poſſible that you could have any 


mal, that I was provoked. beyond my pa- 
tience. Your charming diffidence, my dear 


So far from thinking you could be influ- 
; enced by fortune, I knew that, did you con- 

fider Albert unhappily ſituated, you would 
at once ſet his heart at eaſe, by declaring 


reſpedting him; and on this very morning 


infiſting as a point of honour that he ſhould 
1 „„ 3 imme- 
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immediately declare it. I well knew that 
bis duty and affection, had I remained at 
home, would have forced the ſecret from 
me; and therefore, like a prudent generd, 
reſolved to retreat from danger, and leave 
him until evening, when, at alt events, 1 
determined to declare the truth; for I 
could not have had the heart to puniſhk kim 
for à longer period. On my entrance 
pardon me, Miſs St. Auſtyn, perhaps I was 
too fanguine—I thought amidſt all his mea 
lancholy, for he had declared to me this 
morning he would never more preſutne- tao 
think of you, that there was a pleaſure on 
his countenance, and an enchanting ſofttieſs 
in yours, that flattered me my ſcheme had 
| ſucceeded; Vour ſweetly ſoothing words 
confirmed my hopes; ; I was not maſter of 
my joy; it overflowed, and in the moment 
of rapture I declared the falſchood I 
had: deviſed.” Such i is my crime; have, Et 
on-my honour; made a fair confeſſion; 1. 
only am to blame, and on me alone let 
your anger fall.” : 5 1 
0 Indeed, Colonet 2 replied Gertrude 
E. 6 bluſhing, 


f TH 2 


vw 


* 
84 5 ALBERT. 
bluſhing, je 1 cannot call your conduR g ge- 
nerous : ĩt has made me aQ very fooliſhly.” 
„If it has made you give the ſmalleſt 
foark of hope 10 Albert, J cannot be hypo- 


Crite engugh to deny the ſatisfaction I ſhall 
experience. You, muſt be convinced that 
he loves you ſincerely, and on reflection 

vill not be ſorry. if you have, e him 


ſome very uneaſy hours.“ 
4 retraR nothing I have: bid to Mr. 


Montgomery,“ returned Gertrude; © but 
1 could have withed my aunt-to bave been 


1 preſent.” ” 5 4 


8 


"= Ab! Miſs, St. 1 „4 not 
= have. taken the liberty had ſhe been at 
home, nor yet would I have done it in her 
abſence, had 1 not been convinced that my 


nephew bad her good wiſhes for his ſuc- 


ceſs though ſhe declined all, interference, 


and generouſly declared, that uninfluenced 
by, fortune your choice ſhould be hers.“ 
I am not to learn my aunt's goodneſs, 
and therefore hope ſhe will excuſe my folly, 
in ſo 827 believing your fabricated tale, 
Colonel. 1 


1 fee 


. 


: a % 
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« I ſee you do not forgive me,” ſaid he; 
hat expiation can I make?“ On 
require none; indeed I feel no an- 
| ger, Colonel; let the buſineſs be forgotten; 
anſwered ſhe, holding out her hand. 
Heaven bleſs you, my ſweet girl! May 
I call you one of the props of my old age, 

and the pride of my heart?“ 
I hope II ſhall deſerve your affeion,” 
anſwered ſhe timidly. 
My own Albert and” Marian are not 
more dear to me than yourſelf; but now I 
have obtained my pardon I muſt haſten 


- home, I want to be reconciled to that filly ß i 


fellow before bed-time; I ſhould be ſorry 
to break his reſt; I know that I ſhall have 
| ſome trouble to bring him to reaſon; he 
will not be half ſo cally won to es. as 
Miſs St. Auſtyn.“ 1 
elf Gertrude excuſes it, 1 think he. can- 
not refuſe,” returned Marian, 
He ought not certainly, but he vill 
* N the affront, particularly as offered to 

her. Oh! 1 know it all by heart before 

we begin. It is ten to one but he puts me 


into © 9s 
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into a real paſſion with his pundtilios and 
SEO, before we have done.” 


« I hope not,” ſaid Gertrude ſmiling ; 
„Marian and myſelf wil be anſwerable for 


you in future“. 
* With fach boflages,! indeed; 1 ſhall not 


run much. danger ; but he will ſcarcely be- 
lieve that J have been ſo ſucceſsful in ob- 
taining my pardon, He has caught me in 
one lie, and may _ en L can tel 
another,” OS 
My brother, I am convinced, vill not : 
diſpute your word, Sir,” 5 x 
That's more than you know. I viſt 
you would give me one of your gloves, 
roſes, flounces, or furbelows; for a token; 
at would be undeniable evidence.” 
- « Your word will be far more ſatisfac- s 


tory, Colonel,” ſaid. Gertrude. 


* diſpute that, '* replied he; © there is 
more perſuaſion in one of your old ribands 
than in any thing I could urge. Gratify 
me by the trial, it will war me a a good 
reception. 


* Fray, my dear Gertrude,” ſaid Marian 


lau bing. 
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laughing, “take pity on my poor alarmed 
uncle, conſider his fears, and ſecure him 
from reproof.” | 1 
„ Why really,“ returned Gertrude, 
„ ſooner than he ſhould incur ſo dreadful 
a danger, I would do any thing in my 
power; but as all my furbelows and 
flounces are faſt ſewed on, he mult for this 
time fight his on battle ; and as he is an 
experienced officer, there can be no doubt 
of 11 obtaining the victory. 
Egad, I don't know that: ſhould any | 
i a conſequence enſue, remember, you are 
to blame, that would Not even a an old 
ſhoe to ſave me. | 
Marian whiſpered Gam): | 
N ̃o, indeed,” anſwered. the latter in a 
low voice, ] cannot conſent; if you do, 
remember that I will never replace it.” 
I'll run the hazard, and truſt to your 
generoſity ; at leaſt, my motive being hu- 
manity to my uncle, I am my; all 1.8800 
people will excuſe me..“ | 
What's that, Marian dee aid ah Co- 
lonel, Give me ſomething, that's a dear 
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girl; Mils St. Auſtyn bas proved that ſhe 
has too much good-nature to bear malice.” 


« Don't truſt to that, Colonel,” replied 


Gertrude; * repeated offences wm make 
me obdurate Raman 4k 9000 


* «lam refolyed to try gl — Marte, 


untying a plain miniature ſhe wore of Ger- 


trude on her neck: take this, my dear 


uncle ; conſider: the ſacrifice I make, and 
eſtimate your obligation accordingly.— 


Not that 1 mean te give it to you; it is 


. ſimply a loan to prove that you have ob- 
| tained your pardon, and from n hands 
I ſhall require it,” -- of. 


« Surely you will not 177 wit uy wi. 


2 niature?“ ſaid Geftrude 1 


* 1 don'tireward- oa dia Mari. 
an,” replied the Colonel; taking the/pifture, 
_ « ſay L am a rogue, and a coward; not that 
I think you will ever get it again, but you 
| ſhall have one drawn from it, and fivek. 
round with diamonds: as "ſparkling as the : 
eyes of the original. Secure now of a gra- 
cious reception, 'excuſe me if J bid you 
farewell for this evening.” So ſaying, | 
e e ling 
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ſhaking each affe8ionately hy 0 the hand, he 
left them. 

« Indeed, Marian,” 1 aid Gertrude fe. 
riouſly, © I am now more offended than I 
have been the whole evening. Had I not 
already ſuffered ſufficiently, but you muſt 
give that fooliſh picture to your uncle ? 
Vour brother will think it my preſent; 
which, together with the whole of this 
night's behaviour, will make him Judge me 

a very forward girl.” 2 1 
Ho little, my dear Gertrude, do you 
| know of Albert! Open, generous, and fin- 
_ cere himſelf, the proof you have given him 
this evening of your eſteem has fixed his 
heart irrevocably yours, For the picture, 
had it indeed been your gift, it would have 
been more precious; but as mine, however 
acceptable, you have no merit in the pre- 
ſentation. | 
« Indeed,” aid Gertrude, cc <1 do not 
wiſh to claim any; as lightingly as you 
have treated my portrait, I dare ſay. you 


would be offended ſhould 3. give away 85 


yours, —For example, ſuppoſe to F rede- 


ric, | 


I ALBERT. 


ric, I have no doubt i it would be an accept. 
able preſent.” 

That requires conſideration, child, To 
be ſure, if I was quite certain that he was as 
good as we hope, and that I was alſo quite 
convinced that he was the ſort of creature 
whoſe oddities I could bear with, in return 
for his bearing with mine, I ſhould not | 

much care about it. You will, however, re- 
member one eireumſtance that makes a ma- 
terial difference, I mean the characters of 
the men: Frederic is a fine gay fellow, that 
doubtleſs has fighed for a thouſand women; 


35 while, on the contrary, Albert is a tame, f 
domeſtic animal, reared in a deſert, and 


who never, before he ſaw 2 found out 
” that he had a heart to'beſtow,” ? 
Bauch was the converſation until ſupper, 
Marian's fpirits being elated with the pro- 
ſpect of her brother's happineſs, and Ger- 
trude's not deprefſed, when ſhe refleftcd, 
that though the Colonel's ſtory had in- 
tereſted her ſufficiently to make her diſ- 
cloſe the ſecret of her heart, yet that the 
confeffion was intruſted to a man of honour 
and virtue. i CHAPTER 
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A BRIBE=A RECONCILIATION=AND 
THE SOOTHING PE A FRIEND. 


Oy ON the : mph RS at Hes his 5 
firſt queſtion was for Albert, who, the ſer- 
vant informed him, was retired to his apart- 
ment. Tell him that J am returned, 
replied the Colonel, and ſould be glad 
ol his company for half an hour.. 
« Mr. Montgomery is perhaps in bed, 
Sir; he went immediately to his chamber.” 
© Call him up then, Sir, and in future 
pleaſe to remember to ſay ' your maſter when 
you ſpeak of my nephew. If he is aſleep, 
_ awaken him; tell him the articles of peace 


are hgned, and that I have a ſufþcient hoſ- 


tage | 


198 Ar 


tiges buy the enemy: 8 part of the agree. 
ment. 
Tus Ferwhat's went immediately to Al- 
bert, who had not yet retired to reſt, and 
delivered his meſſage to the beſt of his abi- 


lity, though it was as unintelligible to 


Montgomery as himſelf. Albert obeyed 


the ſummons, though he had by no means 


recovered from the perturbation the dil. 


covery of the evening had occaſioned; | 


and, entering the parlour, he waited his 
A _— s commands in ſilence. 


CH hope, Sir, you have recovered that 


Aale ſtate of mind, which is fo peculiarly 
 your-endeavour to exert on all occaſions!” | 


faid the Colonel. 


AI am ſorry to Ap fits not, Sir,” 1 re- 
turned Albert. „Had myſelf, or Marian, 


alone been concerned, though it had diſ- 
treſſed our feelings, yet as it might have 
proved our duty, IL. could have will nply 
ſubmitted to ſuch a trial. But the liberty 

| taken with Miſs St. Auſtyn was unpardon- 
able; I muſt een 0 a pony 


in the deception.” 2] g's 50 
55 00 & Pray, 


V! 


hi 
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4 pray, Sir, was it not entirely your own 
fault? Would any thing leſs have con- 
vinced you? I knew the goodneſs of her 
heart, and truſted implicitly to its dictates.“ 8 
I have no right to preſeribe to you, 
Sir, and could-only have wiſhed that 1 had 
not been made the inſtrument.” _ 
1 Why, your peace is IO at leaſt 
mine is, and you are, I ſuppoſe, included 
in the treaty. You fled like a coward in 
the heat of the battle; -I ſtaid and carried 
olf the ſpoils;“ holding up the picture. 
Montgomery had more than once wiſhed 
for this miniature, as he ſaw it worn by his 
filter, but had never ventured. to ba de E 
his defire. PS DERMAL ESE. 1 
_ Yo have indeed dee fortandte; Sir, . 
laid he; © pardon me if I "oP in this caſe | 
beyond your deſerts. “. na 5367 
4 did not aſk your opinion, Sir; 1 am 
perfectly ſatisfied with having ſucceeded 
vVithout racking my head with the means. 
Don't you know that the world in general = 
Vill never ſeek into the cauſes from whence 

you became rich or fortunate? But if, on 
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the contrary, you are poor and friendleſs, 
they. will readily diſcover that it is but the 


effect of your imprudence, idleneſs, and 
folly. Thus, Sir, as long as I did not ab. 


ſolutely ſteal the picture, it is all allowable, 
| None but the brave deſerve the fair: (ſinging). 


« Did Mifs St. RUE m it an Sir?“ | 


faid Albert. „ i 


No, it was your ne 3 of a 
general amneſty. Miſs St. Auſtyn's lips 
| ſaid No; but her eyes, which are a thou- 
ſand times more expreſſive, ſaid Yes ; and 
on thoſe. occaſions, when I was a young 


fellow, I always conſulted the latter.” 


I am not ſo ſeilful i in the name of 


the eyes,” laid Albert. 


More fool you then, Sir, But, how- 
ever, I hope-all your doubts, ſurmiſes, 
| whimkies, and fooleries are now ſatisfied, 


and that you are convinced Gertrude —“ 


Lels an angel,“ interrupted Montgomery; 
« but I cannot flatter myſelf that either 
Mrs. Stanhope or ſhe will entirely excuſe 
' this unneceſſary trial of her ſentiments,” - 


WT. They will both excule you, whatever 


they 
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they do with me. You have only been a 
cat's-paw in the buſineſs; all the ingenuity 
and merit of the baboon enden upon my 
part“. ; 
J. ſhall be 11 from: claiming a any ſhare . 
of the praiſe appertaining to it, Sir,” re- 
plied Albert ſmiling. 
vet, Sir, you would have no ooljeGion 
10 ſhare the prize 1 have carried off 1 in 
conſequence. ?? N 
„Why, if it could be load with SY 
nour, Sir, [ ſhould conſider i it defirable.” 
Then look you, Albert, I don't much 
eare if I do give it you; but you will re- 
member that it makes you an accomplice : 5 
therefore, perhaps, you would rather de- 
cline it.“ 4 Z 
«] cannot withſtand hs lm. Sir, yy re- 
plied Montgomery, receiving it from him; 
bat all events the ſin of temptation is yours, 
mine merely the natural weakneſs of fall- 
ing into it.“ tn 4 
ee F then,” aid the Gulcnel, 
= holding out his hand. 


„Were ve ever otherwiſe, Siri ** an- 
ſwered 


» 
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ſiered Aber rafink the offered hand to 
his lips. The petulanee of my conduct 
I readih) allow,” but the motive will, Jam 
convinced, ch unt 8 70d. 4 felt for 
Mils St. Auſtyn's wounded delicacy; 1 
had ſeen the ſtruggles ſhe endured to con- 
quer her timidity before ſhe could aſſure 
me that her der would A no > dimi. 
nation by my 
heard her packt voĩce hing he Anktion 
of Mrs. Stanhope's preſence in ſuch a mo- 
ment and had felt the tears of ſympathetic 
tenderneſs drop on my cheek and to 
know that T had wantonly occaſioned this, 
vas more than my temper could endure, I 
would myſelf have made any ſacrifice to 
have been aſſured of her ſentiments, but 1 
could not endure the reflection of ſo bar- 
ug tearing them from her.“ 
Well, J am glad it is s Over, however,” 
returned the Colonel; „ for I was not 
Vithout my ſtings of compunction. Egad, 
you had like to have ſpoiled all at the very 
onſet, talking of your duty and nonſenſe * 
but reſolved to perſevere, I hardened my 
heart, 
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heart, wee went out of the reach of danger. 19 
And now let us baniſh the ſubje& for this 


evenings a battle of wine will be very ac- : 


ceptable to me, and. 1 think you will not 
nale your part. | 


On the enſuing, morning, breakfaſt was 
no ſooner concluded than Albert, with a 
mixture of diffidence and pleaſure, haſten- 
ed to the Vale; where being aſſured not 
only of his own pardon but the Colonel” 8, 
his ſatisfaRion and os were leareely 
to > be reſtrained. . 
Aſter the 38 of laſt ak. Mr. : 
| Mangan? ſaid Gertrude bluſhing, 40 it | 
would be affectation to attempt to diſguiſe 
my ſentiments, nor do I indeed wiſh it; but 
vou will oblige me by purſuing this ſubject 
no further / until the return of Mrs. Stan- 
hope; her approbation mult ſanction my 
: condut, before I can be totally reconciled 
to the ſtep I have taken, however it was 
the conſequence of neceſſity, Your com- 
. 5 F 8 pany, 


AL RER T. 


SY 1 
pany, with che Colonel; will We us phe 1 
fure this afternoon; it is by no means im. i 
probable "OT Brut] aunt OP Trane, ths 
night - es zul in 53 U 
Albert Petite the prion» with 
pleaſure; he had the rapturous ſatisfaction 
of knowing himſelf beloved, and was con- 
tent to fubmit to any reſtriction Gertrude 
requfted. Thus the afternoon paſſed as 

_ | cheerfully as poffible in the common mew 

. . their uſual amuſements. 

About eight in the evening they bai * 

ſatisfaktion to ſee Mrs. Stanhope's chaiſe 

axiving up the avenue; and all equall) 

| eager to meet her, were reac ly for her re- 

cCeption when ſhe lighted. She ſpeedily 

informed them of che inefficacy of her 

journey, Which threw a cloud over the 

| 1 patty; but a ſhort obſervation con- 
vinced her that à very material alteration 

Be taken 172 0 with the young people. 

ch to ſay to you, Madam,” 

"aid tie Colonel, but ſhall defer it until 
tomorrow. To confeſs the truth, I have 
been a ſad dog in your abſence, and have 

n | not 


leep, and rememb 


ALBERT: = 99 


not courage to enter upon my trial without 


preparation; all I can entreat is, as in 
future 1 purpoſe to turn over a new leaf, 


that you will in this caſe let your Juſtice 
ber only mercy.” 
Really, Colonel, I fear your ale is 


bad indeed, to need this preliminary.” 92 


Bad enough in all conſcience, Ma- 


= pane, but as I have obtained the pardon of 
the parties moſt immediately concerned, 
you, Lhope, vill not be obdurate,” 


I unhappily muſt requeſt to be con- 


N PN in the pardon,“ ſaid Albert, cc tho! 


not an intentional offender, a mere 7 


fat in the affair, as my uncle expreſſes i is” 
and perhaps not inapplicably, for 1 have 


nde ſeverely for his wit. 
% At all events, I ſee chat you are re- 


1 folvad. to clear yourſelf; but 1 ſhall fave. | 


youthat trouble. by uu. owning the, whole 


a guilt. An * 


As the "a 9 Mrs. Stanhope 
N be-fatigued, they took leave at an 
early hour; when an open diſcloſure of all 
that had ale took place. Mrs. Stan- 
49 15 , hope 
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bope Weed the fears of Gertrude wih 
me tenderdeſs of a mother. I confeſs,“ 
ſaid ſhe, * that I chink the Colonel has be. 
haved almoſt unpardonably ; but for your- 
ſelf, my dear child, eould you for a mo- 
ment ſuppoſe that I would blame you for 
adding accoxtling:to the diftates of honour 
and humanity; in che ſavqur of a virtuous 
man; whoſe whole heart was yours? I am | 
in truthia little diſpleaſed with the Colonel; 
but on your- account, and Mr. Montgo- 
mery's, L cannot be ſorry, as I have no 
doubt the behaviour of both was calculated 
to render ou more eſtimable to each 
other. And now, my Gertrude, give me 
leaye to congratulate you on the poffeſſion 
of ſuch a heart as Mr. Montgomery 8. U 
flatter myſelf that I ſhall ſee you happy s 
for your affe dtion is not che conſequenee of 
a haſty reſolution, but of a thorough ad- 
quaintance with each other. If Ichad not 
enterteined the-higheſt opinion of bim, I 
certainly never ſhould, have ſuffered ſo 
particular an intimacy to take place; but 
5 4 <dnſideved bin charedder as a ſon, a bro- 
ther, 
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ther, and a nephew, in the moſt advanta- 


geous light, and could ſcarcely entertain 
a doubt of his being worthy to be entruſted 


vich the happineſs of my beloved niece.” 


| aſeRtionate, Oh 
« You muſt yet, my as Andes 1 kg 
the, as ſhe coneluded her thanks, © grant 


join with me, Marian, in this petition ?”? . 


17 Willngly, anſwered Miſs Montgo- 


mery ; ; * but my heart is too full to ſuffer 


me to be eloquent: I cannot help reflecting 
on the amazing change that bas taken place 

within two years. I was then friendleſs 
and unprotected, my brother in a priſon, 


and myſelf reduced almoſt to deſpair. Be- 
bold me now beloved, honoured, careſſed, 


and ſurrounded. by friends; and to com- 
T: _ my "happineſs, the beſt - of brothers. 


F 3 approved 


Miſs St. Auſtyn's en was RE ad 5 


me one more favour. The Colonel, as 

Fon have frequently obſerved, poffeſſes an 
excellent heart; he almoſt idoliſes his ne- 
phew; and, as I think he bas ſome little 
eſteem for your Gertrude, I muſt beg you 
to let me be his interceſſor. Will you not 


os 


ible; and that Power who knows every | 


to-morrow : for dhe preſent, it is near ſup- 
per- time; after which, as lam weary, ve 
will retire to reſt,” 8 3 Wag 
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approved by his revered bene actor, and a 
but accepted by the woman of bis heart.— 
Can I contemplate this, and find words 0 
expreſs my feelings ? No, I find. it ĩimpoſ- 


thought can alone properly Judge of my. 
C ST. I 

1 will have no v painful nge 
intrude zo: night 3. we will talk more fully 
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| Tar Colonel a eee his ps ang 9 
though not without a ſevere reproof, from 
Mrs..Stanhope, and Albert being an accepted 

lover, the utmoſt harmony and ſatisfattion 
teigned in both families. The veteran was 
anxious to complete their union; but Al- 
bert was far too conſiderate to ſhock. the 
delicacy of Gertrude by preſſing her to a 
haſty determination; though it was evi- 
dent to all how happy ſuch an event would 
make him. Both himſelf and the Colonel 
wrote to Frederic on the occaſion, as did 
allo Mrs. Stanhope and Gertrude, all pref | 


"'F'4 ing 7 


. ALBERT. 


ing him 10 join them; exceptchis aunt, 
ho ee 8 r e nn 
8 lubject. Fecht eigsb 51 10 
The 3 ines bined FRY true 

15 ſpitin of philanthropy, - though mingled 
© with humour, that diſtinguiſhed all his pur. 
ſuits and attions. He preſſed Frederic in 
the warmeſt manner to haſten to them ; he 
15 reminded bim, that as they were on the 


* 


8 point of becoming relations, it was kis'duly 
to oblige his new uncle; concluding with 
a ſtrong affeveration, that if he did not 
d ferret him ot, 
if he was in the land of the living, coſt bim 
what it would: nor did he fail in the courſe 
of the letter 1o/inform him of the refuſal. 
Willowby had received from his filter; 
as alſo of the meeting with Sir James 
Montgomery, and bis offer for his ſon. 
Marian,“ faid he, „bas behaved; in this 


obey the ſummons he wou 


eaſe, like # woman of ſpirit; her mother 


bad difgraced their noble family; and ſhe | 


| was careful not to add to the offence. -' 80 


; perhaps ſhe might ſay; but the plain truth | 
. FO to wy wn that ſhe did . 


care 


e oo. oa _—— 


ä—ͤ— n —ᷣ 


ALSERT« | _ r0g. 


care a fg s end. for her cconkin:: Be that 
however as it may, though J did not in- 
terfere, the denial ſhall be two thouſand 
pounds 1 I * gh aſe de — ne 5 
to claim ted! Go] 5 
Albert's letter eee eee ws. 
friendly; he entreated the approbation of 
Frederic to his ſuit) which he conjured 
him to ſandtion by his preſence. I can 
not be happy, ſaid he, if you are abſent; 
my heart longs io embrace one ſo dear to 
my beloved Gertrude; ſhew: that you for- 
get all paſt diſagresables; and brothers 
from the happy period 1 look forward to, 
| lein us, alſo be brothers in affection. 34 4 SAY 
At the uſual time for receiving anſwers, 
leterg arrived for each but as they all 
expreſſed ihe lame: ſentimenis, it. will un 
be een to hs on RN: r9tnota 


een RAS BRI END), 4/1 7 6 ol 9155 - 
Several times did 1 read an e 
letter (Which I firſt opened) before I could 
believe the welcome. news it communi- 
cated, Jo call the man my brother whom 
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1 already ſincerely eſteem; is a fatisfaRtion 5 


1 did not expect to enjoy in my exile. 


. Would to Heaven I could accept your 
invitation! But it is impoſffible; yet let we 
| know the ap ointed day, and not even 


yourſclyes II'more fincerely rejoice. 
Though the letters I am favoured with 
from all parties are equally pleaſing to me, 


yet I muſt give the preference for intelli- 
gence to thoſe I receive from the Colonel; 
he appears to remember that I am a re- 
dluſe, and that thoſe minutiæ that you 
bappy lövkrs cannot condeſcend to enter 
upon, are to me the higheſt gratification, 8 
our letter i is al Gertrude, hers al} Mont- 


. gomery. My aunt's is friendly and affec- 


tionate, and befpeaks what 1 have ever | 


found her ready to palliate the errors of. 


others, though ſhe has none to excule for 


herſelf. 2 


* The Colonel tells wi, that my Liſter 


bas refuſed Mr. Willowby,” as Miſs Mont- 


gomery has alſo her coufin. Believe me 


when ſay I pity him; the impreſſion ſuch 


2 woman makes on the heart cannot eaſily 


It 


— way — — we” 


if ever, be 8 6 Never before have 


1 dared to write her name; but may 1 not 


now from the expected union. be permitted 
10 mention one to whom 1 may conſider 
myſelf. in ſome degree of affinity ? and, 
though ſhe deteſts the man, may ſhe not 
ſuffer the brother 2— But I am wander- 


iog far from my promiſed reſolution, and 
entering on a ſubje& vexatious to vou, and 


painful to my ſelf. 


71 ſee by the public prints that Berners 
is : married, Sincerely is the unhappy wo- 
man who has made ſuch a choice to be. 
pitied. Her fortune I underſtand i is con- 


fiderable : 4 but believe me with him. it will 


ke nothing; for neyer did 1 ſee ſo infa- 
tated A gameſter, and. that too without 


Kill. 


entertaining correſpondent, yet I will en- 


treat you to, write frequently. Remem-, 


ber how intereſting every circumſtance 
reſpeQing, boch families is to me, and. 
do not negle cl them, becauſe they may 
2 6 e ee 
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6 T LY the inveriable uniformity of - 
the life I lead will not permit me to be an 


P . — — 


2 
Sons, 
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108 1 ALBERT. 
appear trivial to you; who, Aspen del by 


thoſe ybu love, can form no eſtimate of 
he objets chat may contribute towards my 
ſatisfaction. The. growth of a tree, the 
blowing of a flower, or the withering of 


a thrub, are now become material to 


me, who formerly beſtowed fearcely a 
ihdught on them. The ſan, which for 
many years I Had not contemplated in its 
by the mild light of the moon I frequent 
wander for hours, not unpleaſanily, my 5 
e party I moſt love 
and honour; and to join whom is the firſt 
and deareſt wiſh of my heart. Farewell, 


thoughts recurring to t 


my friend! Haſten to entitle me to chat 
dearer __ 'of brother, and believe me 


Ever ſincerely you- .. 


Ah FP 1 * 7 > 42 8. 

t * F. Sr. 

4-4 171 | 1 Fo 2 ao VI 
'$; 


Ar the lecthwa' were. ay adm | 


_ cated, they were alſo mutually canvaſſed. 


My dear, my obſtinate brother,“ ſaid 
Gertrude, how can he ſuppoſe that I can 
think, of Sa in the, uncertainty I feel 
pa} 8 reſpeQing 


ö $ 20 vn. * 1 


ALBERT; . N ro 
reſpektingchis ſituation ? It would embitter 
my every hour, and,“ continued ſhe with 
ſome heſitation, 1 do not: chooſe to enter 


on ſo impomant a e with an wha 5 


* 72 HY 47% A 4} | 
face. — {1 4 #1 di ' 1 A * 7 3 * 5 8 4 : 


8 We not « requſ 9-H anſeered wont ; 


1 elk. denial . 3 me. I: 
vill write a, 


inliſts upon returning to his retreat; though, 


if ve could once fucceed in geiting him 
among us, 1 ſhould not be en bf der K 


: taining! him. * 694 If 
«Aye, aye,” Weed abs Colonel; "mA 


Marian but once more catch him upon her 
hook, and he may flounce and flounder as 
much as he pleaſes: but it will be all to no 


purpoſe; the barbed point will ſtick too 


cloſe for him ever to get rid of it again. T 
Indeed, Sir, anſwered Marian laughs 
ing, “J fancy you have a greater opinion 
of my ſkill in angling for hearts than 1 
my merit; * according to your 555 
account, D 
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4. 223 : 
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ain to Mr. St. Auſtyn; I wilt 
entteat him to take pity of me in this in- 
ſtance, and pay us a ſhort viſit, if he even 
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| account, 1 caught Mr. St. Auftyn's s upon my 

| hook, yet you ſee 1 had not the _ to 

ps. it ſafe-to ſhore,” / 

Jou ſaucy gipſy, you never winds ; you 

remembered? that hd had once attempted 
to bite you, and made him ſuch a return, 
that egad the poor fellow was glad to ef. 
cape your Jungs; and even now that he is ag 
tame as a pigeon, he is afraid to venture.” 


„Really, Colonel,” ſaid Mrs. Stanhope, 


1 you repreſent your niece as a very tre- 
mendous creature; I much queſtion whe- 


ther Erederie- would fobſcribas add ut pi 
nion. modi 


by Perhaps/n not, ee 5 1 is a 


7 as more to be pitied; as .it mern his under- 


Hg rather affected. 


As the Colonel had ere to 3 
with a party of the neighbouring gentle- 
men, he ſoon after took leave; but Albert, 
l to whom no ſociety was ſo dear as that at 
the Vale, adroitly excuſed, himſelf, and 


with great pleaſure accepted Mrs. Stan- 


Sir 


s 8 invitation 10 pals, che afternoon 


unn, $98 
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withdrawn, Marian, under ſome pretence, 
ſpeedily. followed ; when Albert, ſeeing ; 


Gertrude confufed, turned the diſcourfe: 
to their firſt acquaintanee. Seated by her 


ſide, her hand locked in his, he aid —- 
© HOW little did I ever expe& to be thus 


pleſt! For many tedious months did I con- 
ceal my ſentiments, under the painful ſup- 


poſition that I was not a4 ries buy 


almoſt hateful to you.“ ba A8 J 4 


Gertrude replied wits — denn, | 
but ſome confuſion; by declaring the fears 
the had lan experienced] in his preſence ; 
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112 ALBERT, 


Co though,” ” continued ſhe timidly, et 1 now 
almoſt believe that my heart, deceived me, 


in return for my endeavouring to teach it a 
leſſon it was reſolved not to learn. I too 


always thought, though you. behaved to 
me with great politeneſs, that I could dif. 
cern a diſlike, a diſtance, that convinced 
me you did not eſteem me; and unto that 
refleſRiqn al alone you mult auribute my en- I 


* * 3 '6- 
\j 4 * . — 
80 1 * k 0 6 . , , þ * 


8 Sabin Cn a 1 was thay 
imagination; Oh] Gertrude; you. know 


not bow long I have loved you !”, 


1 ' Nay,” ſaid ſhe, interrupting prong al- 5 
moſt involuntarily, „ dare not aſk. that 


| ane nor yet hear the avowal.” .. 


And why, my love? Can verde 


my truth P22 1 $1475) 19 35 } 471; Þ * a 5 


No, Momgomery, anſyered ſhe bluſb- 


ing; bay but i it may. tell, me a ſecret at. u 
would giye me pain to hear... 


„Then ſhall. it never be ;difgtoſed.—. 
2 Ye,” continued he; if .you;haye formed 


any Erroneous, judgment reſpeQing me, at 


ene ta grams leave. to i 
| | e: | 


m. 


r 


oyſelf; I could bear any thing rather than 
to ſuffer 1 in your opinion. 


J ſee my folly has excited your cu- 
de and cannot bear you to form an un- 
juſt ſurmiſe, however it may be painful to 
wyſelk. My heart, Montgomery, is, 1 be- 


lieve, a very fooliſh, ſaſceptible | one, con- 


tinted ſhe, averting her bluſhing face: 
« and to own the truth, I frequently think . 
that it was ſooner ſenſible: of your merit 


than J choſe either to v.) to myſelf, or 
indeed than it ought to have been; for 1 
am convinced you _ not then: think of 


me.“ 


attention of my whole life can alone ſhew 


my ſenſe of your ſweet confeſſion; but at 
once to ſilence all your delicate ſeruples, | 


| hear me make an avowal that will at once 


| deſtroy the unjuſt fuppoſition you have : 
formed. 1 candidly confeſs, that 'when I 


firſt ſaw you, though 1 allowed: you beau- 


tiful, my heart felt no emotion; but after- 
| wail, when 1 Gieovered your enchanting ; 
form 


. 8 


go diana}: Gerke, 6 ceſs hs; 
ſtealing ; a kiſs from her glowing cheek, * the 
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form was but the repoſitory that. contained 
that invaluable; jewel, a tender and bene. 
volent heart, I was no longer maſter of 
_ myſelf, my whole ſoul was yours, and no- 
thing but the idea of being diſpleaſing to 
you could have made me conceal it.“ 

Ahl Montgomery, are you too turn- 


ing flatterer ) All explanation but the time 


was unneceſſary, a I know ee 
pain to hear that. 


And vbyr faid b 5 . «ſhould _ 
ſuppoſe ſoꝰ The only diſagreeable part of 
the confeſſion is on my ſide, I can aſſure 
you; for it ll age me 40! confeſs r 


ee e I r dr 
A thief uy i A filing; 
vas have you ſtolen? Nothing more, I 


will venture to anſwer, but the theft that is 


unpuniſhable by Jaw=—a female heart.” 0 
-:1& No indeed, and in ſober ſadneſs, my 


crime, though far more innosent, is really 
puniſhable, if you. cllvoſe. to be cruel ; for N 


I ſtole a pocket handkerchief,” - 


A pocket handkerchief!” l 
Gertrude laughing: Nay, chen, fear you 
L13-F 5" | N are 5 


are 


thi 


ALBERT. | 21 5 


are a pickpocket but how that bas any 
thing to do with me, cannot deviſe. “. 
« Welt; then, for an honeſt confeſſion, 
in hopes of an unconditional pardon: 
heart was free until the day I contemplated 


you, my ſweet Gertrude, with anxious hu- 1 


manity and buſy: tenderneſs chafing the 
temples, and wringing the water from the 


Ae pote leu of, nor ever have bad reſo 
lution ſufficient to yield the prize.“ 

Ah?! Montgomery, faid me wick 
emotion, © teach me to forget that dread 


ful, that humiliating period of my life, 


which I never can n on ene n 
and horror. 119 ; ; 


t ſhall be the flndy s of y foie: Albert 8. 


life to obliterate from your memory hat- 
ever gives you pain. This filly confeſſion 


you forced from me by your, mall I not 


eall them, unjuſt ſurmiſes. .“ 


IE Ab! road but vin! you 
CASSIE Og, 761 Nr | beard ; 


My 


hair of poor Betſey. Southern. You may 
remember you afterwards tied it up with 
your handkerchief; chat handkerchief I be- 
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heard Betſey's any [what did pe then 
think of me oo fo ye 
5 Amt belle it; my os but 1 
will not be queſtioned thus ; it is now your 
part to anſwer my interrogatories.” 
One mort queſtion, and } will anſwer 
| what ee Did you not ; deſpiſe me 
vhen!you:knew-my folly ? 1 know you are 
above falſebood, een HE wil 
abide by your reply. 
t No, on my life: n ons 1. vil 
eandidly conbeſs 1 feli ſeverelj wounded, 
and reſolved to tear you from my mind: 
for 1 conſiderad your heart as engaged be- 
yond retreat, and mine; bled for che con- 
ſequence of ſuch. an attachment. My uncle 
preſſed me to addreſs you: I was however 
maſter enough of myſelf to conceal my 
| feelings. He accuſed me uith coldnefs 
and inſenſibility. Ahl could he have ſeen 
my hearty how readily would he have al- 
lowed his injuſtice! Pove and Gertrude 
were the directors 5 its ene move- 
ment.“ 7 » At; i107 ies | 


' Genrade ; 


ALBERT. N | 117 


Gertrude reclined her had i on his ok 
der, and a tear dropped on his Hand. 

« Never more, ſaid he, kiſſing wy the 
tear, *let the hand of your Albert be ſo 


painfully hondured: if you knew how ſe- 


verely he feels your emotion, I am fore 
you would endeavour to ſuppreſs it. 
21 Twill 1 in future. Let tell me, Albert; 


how was it Poffible FOR could ever che ark 
Ko SE y 


If Jam — ber all u obe bate- 


ful queſtions, ſaid he, folding his arms 
around her, „may I be doomed to repeat 


them!” How do you think it is poſfible to 


ſit by you, and remember ſuch trifles? 


Nay,“ ſaid The, “do not leave my heart” 
unſatisfied : how was it r Ein could | 


forget | 2 


2 Abt 1 ne Aeerell he, dalping 
ber to his boſom,” © how was it poſſible 1 


could remember? Did you not treat me 
with diſtinguiſhed kindneſs? In the inter- 
vals from my delirium did T not fee your: 


tears? Did you not, my lovely girl, in the 
moment of apprehended danger, fly to the 
| boſom 


118 ALBERT: 

boſom that would willingly have yielded lt 

blood to have ſaved yours?? 
Ah! Montgomery, that dreadful thy 
? 1555 ſincerely did J feel your tenderneſs!” 
Let us loſe the remembrance for ever; 
be 1 will candidly own that J have ſcrutinized 
your every word and action with the vigi- 
lance of an inquiſitor, and the watchfulneſ; 
of a Spaniſh duenna: your heart, my Ger. 
trude, has proved above the teſt, and never 

hall mine know another love.“ 

4 ͤ ſilence of a few minutes . ben 
1 een withdrawing herſelf from the en- 
cireling arms of Montgomery, ſaid. 
1 will endeavour to merit your good 
opinion, however ee I. Wan. Bad it to 

regain my own.“ 

Will you not alin, Bid Fe ho 
Fully, that I have given a wonderful proof 
of my patience. on this occaſion? and ſure- 
5 15% in common juſtice, you ought to pro- 
portion the reward to the trial. Can you 
then, my Gertrude, lay aſide youfỹ fears, 
and, with that charming candour that dis- 


tin guiſhes you, condeſcend to fix the period 
frond 


* 


from which your Albert may babe! to one 
his happineſs N rie boys ger | 


Indeed, indeed, Leannot? you are too 
eneroaching; do you conſider how little 


time has elapſed fince you OP me ag 


offer of your heart? ? 


rerſeal) ; a long five weeks. Have 


we not in the time written to your bro- 
ther, and received his anſwers ? add to 
which, that I have loved you two tedious 
years, and every hour we ee to be 


ſtolen from our expected happineſs.” - 
Conſider, Montgomery, my uncer- 


 tainty reſpecting Frederic; though I en- 
deavour to conceal it, it weighs heavy on 
my heart. Could I but once be aſcertained 
of his ſituation, I ſhould be more at caſe.” 


© Though his fortune is undoubtedly 


contracted, yet he does not appear unbap- 
py,” anſwered Albert.“ Like yourſelf, ar- 

8 dently wiſh be would be more communica- 
tive; or could gain any clue to guide me, I 

Vould ſpare no pains to diſcover his retreat.” 


. Such afearch) would be attended both 


. HODTOT VOX 200100008 


ALBERT, 119 


120 
: with ä ood fatigue,” aid "OY ec and 
perhaps after all might be unavailing“. _ 


Trouble and fatigue would be forgot. 
ten, eould I c 


n * rr n 2 


ALBERT. 


zontribute towards the hap. 
pineſs of my Gertrude's brother, and par. 


ticularly. with e ee a e in 
view. 1 8 ; * 


1 dy reflefed on 2 0 * 


jedt ſaid ſne; ** and as it is plain old Jo- 
nathan knows where he is fituated, I think 
it would be by no 1 to ein 

2 the ſecret from him.“ 


I will tear myſelf from you to execute 


this commiſſion; my uncle I know will ac- 
company me; your brother, it is evident, 
eſteems him; and, could we but be ſuc- 
ceſsful in our purſuit, never would we leave 
him until he promiſed to accompany us.” 
_« Your goodneſs, Montgomery, over- 
powers me; from my heart accept thoſe 
thanks which my tongue cannot utter.“ 
«I require fo large a gratification that 1 
merit no thanks. - If I am ſucceſsful, you 
will find me an intruding beggar—it other- 
| wile, 


rr, "in 


wiſe, you vill not ſurely puniſh me for my 
misfortune. - I will depart in the courſe of 
a day or two: the length of my abſence 
will be uncertain, as, ſhould I diſcover he 
is on the Continent, I ſhall not ſcruple to 
purſue him. The time his letters are reach- 
ing us, proves it cannot be at any material 


diſtance. Then ſay, my love, on my re- 


turn may I not claim my reward? That, 
you know, is fixing no immediate period, 
but is a ſweet Ae to ſuſtain my Ow. on 


the journey.” 


48M n conſult . 3 on the 
ſubjeQ,” ” ſaid Gertrude heſitatingly; © my 
vill ſhall ſubmit to her judgment. . Preſs | 
me, continued ſhe, © no more now; but 
let us ſeek my aunt and your ſiſter, and 


inform them of this new reſolution.“ 


Albert kiſſed her hand, and accompanied > 
her to the library. Gertrude immediately 
informed her aunt of Montgomery” s inten- 

tion, who, though ſhe did not appear to 
conſider it of any efficacy, expreſſed her 
ſatisfaction at his making the attempt. Old 


Jonathan 1 is certainly the only chance,” ſaid 
Vor. IV, - to ſhe, 
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ſhe, “and we will ſtrengthen your interen 
Ss with a letter from myſelf and Ger. 
«rude; but ſhould that fail, all Aa 
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ſearch 1 is vain.” 


This ſubzeQ el the Pam part 


of the evening, until the Colonel was an. 
nounced, who was no ſooner informed of 
the intended nee wan he ex- 
| — ng? 


5 this affair. 1 3 buſineſs in Iod n in 
the courſe of a week, and meant to ſpare 


no pains, though I did not mention it, fear- 


ful of inſpiring a hope that might be fruſ- 
trated. I did not wiſh to take Albert from 


a more pleaſurable ſociety; but am by no 


means diſſatisfied to have his company, as, 
according to the old e two heads _ 


be better than ond?! xc: 


As the ae 5 little 1 prepara- 


tion, the third day from the time of the ſet- 
tlement was fixed for them to commence 
their journey; Mrs. Stanhope giving them 


a letter to old Jonathan, one alſo in caſe of 
their meeting with. Frederic, and likewiſe 
| 2 another 
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him to confider the Colonel and Albert as 
her nephew's beſt friends, and to give them 
all the information he could procure. 


On the morning of their departure they 
breakfaſted at the Vale ; a A arrangement 


that Mrs. Stanhope afterwards condemned 


herſelf for permitting, as both Marian and 
Gertrude were * dejedted, although 


aſhamed to confeſs it. 


The depreſſion of the young ladies was 

| not loſt on the Colonel, who, with his 
uſual good humour, exclaimed : © Zooks, 

don't look ſo diſmal, you are enough to put 
one out of heart. I feel as I uſed to do be- 

fore a battle, where we were ſure to come off 


vidors; therefore I think we ſhall be ſuc- 


ceſsful. I have read that, in former times, 
it was the cuſtom for damſels to equip their 
knights am ſorry ſuch a good old fa- 
ſhion is laid e down, as a ſmart laſs muſt be 


a far more ry valet-de-chambre than 
a clumſy fellow.” 


60 My dear uncle, ack aid Marian,” de. 
5 6 2 vouring 


| another to his ſolicitor in town, defiring 
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| vouring to rally her ſpirits, © why did 
you not ſend for me to pull on your 
boots?“ 


« Becauſe, huſſey, 1 thought you would 


e do it awkwardly, There is one job, how. 


ever, I believe I may truſt you to perform 
pretty tolerably, that is—come and give 


me a kiſs, and wiſh me a good journey.“ 
| Marian threw her arms around his neck, 
dd ſaluted him with the affection of..a- 1 
55 daughter. * Bleſs you, my dear child!“ 
laid he; when ſeeing Miſs St. Auſtyn ad- 
wancing to grant him the ſame favour, be ; 
ſnatched her in his arms, and imprinted a 
hearty ſmack on her cheek, exclaiming : . 
1] am now invulnerable ; ſecured by ſo 


potent a charm as the kiſſes of two beau- 


tiful virgins, let F rederic look to him- 
ſelf; for, if I don't ferret him out, I never 
more deſerve to be ſo fortified.” | l 
Albert embraced his ſiſter, kifſed the | 
band of Mrs. Stanhope, and tenderly ſa. 
luted Gertrude, to whom he ſimply whil- 
pered the word remember ; to which ſhe | 
8 replied 
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replied with ſome emotion: : © When I for- 


get this generous aA, Mobigothery, I muſt 


indeed forget myſelf,” 
All being prepared, and the chaiſe wait⸗ 


ing, they looked their final adieu, and de- 
_ p 
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A pear GEN EROUSLY PAID=AN un- 


| COMMON. DISPUTE BETWEEN | AN on- 


erz AND A NEPHEW. $47 


Tar Colonel and his nephew. airivel 
the following day in London, where the 
veteran allowed himſelf but a few hours to 
recover his fatigue, before with Albert he 
vent in queſt of Captain Watſon, whom he 
entreated ſo warmly to ſup with him at his 


hotel that he accompanied him thither. 


Watſon had not been able to refrain his 

admiration of Albert's condu@ on the 

morning of the duel with Frederic, and, 
now aſſured they were friends, was highly | 


pleaſed to cultivate his acquaintance. The 


Heeren Rey turned on St. Auſtyn; 
| but 


ot 
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but Watſon was equally ignorant with 
themſelves of his ſituation, as he had never 


been ſeen in London from the time of his 


leaving it, 


elt is the opinion of his acquaintance,” - 

id be, © that he refides ſomewhere on the 
Continent ; but whether it is ſo appears to 
me NOSTRIN, as I myſelf have received 


two letters from him fince his departure, 


vith the Poſt-mark of Rippon. But be 
where he will he is a noble fellow, and % 
vill yet I am convinced come forth 
and retrieve all bis former imprudences ;. 
_ while that raſcal, who was the occaſion of 


his misfortunes, may ſculk about with his 
: lady, not, daring to ſhew his Rice.” 


Albert, 


" Undoubtedly, and to his forrow, * an- 1 


ſwered Watſon ; © a friend of mine was at 
dhe Hague when the marriage took place.“ 


The newſpaper alone announced it to 
s, ſaid Albert. Sbe was ſpoken of as 
15 young, but e of a lange pro- 


perty,” 


Berners is. then really dF * aid 


Z 
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So it was generally ſuppoſed, and Ber- 


ners with all his art has been completely 
| duped. She was for many years Graham's 
miſtreſs before ſhe was 115 wife, and ma- 
1 to ruin him ſo completely, chat at 


his death there was in reality little of his 
property left. Accuſtomed to manceuvre, 


ſhe put a good face on the matter, gave 
herſelf out for a rich widow, and though 
beyond the bloom of youth, being ſtill 
ſhowy and rather pleaſing, ſoon attracted 


admirers. My friend tells me, Berners 


had alfo paſſed bimſelf for a man of for- 


tune; ſo chat it was a mutual deception, for = 


they were very ſpeedily married,” 


Diamond cut diamond!“ returned the 
Colonel. © Fine Bones is at leaſt fitly. 
: matched; though hang me if I am not 
ſorry for the woman, for he'll play. the 


devil when he finds there is no money.” 


« As to that, Colonel, you may reſerve 
your pity, for, if report ſays true, the lady 
is at leaſt his equal at that game; for ſne 
led Graham a miſerable life. From the 
little knowledge I have of Berners, I am 

88 eou- | 
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convinced that neceſſity alone could force 
him upon ſo deſperate a ſtep; the money 
produced from the ſale of his commiſſion 
could not laſt long, and the Juppoſed, rich 
| widow was a fine bait. “ 

AZounds,“ anſwered the Colonel, C he 

has at laſt made a fine sp or of work of! it, to 
eneumber bimſelf with. an old. trot vith= 
out property! on” | | 


« A marriage on ſuch principles will 


doubtleſs not be thought binding by either 
party, and each ſeparately ſeek. their for- 5 
tune, ” ſaid Albert. 
In that caſe,” by. anfvcred: the Colonel, 
« it will do the woman no great injury ; . 
but for Fine Bones, marriage will be a con- 
founded drawback on his making his for- 
tune.“ | 
he converſation then Jocane univer- 
ſal, and the evening paſſed cheerfully; 
Captain Watſon as he took leave promiſing 
to pay chem a viſit i in the courſe of three 
months, | 
On the enſuing morning the Colonel, N 
with l Albert waited on Mr. St. Auſtyn's 
1  tolicitor, 
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ſolicitor, when a erden converſation took 
place between them, 
1 am commiſſioned,” ſaid the veteran 
« by Mrs. Stanhope, to pay the incum- 
brance of the eſtate, As to the writings, the 
has no objeftion to their remaining in your 
hands, as ſhe conſiders you a man of ho- 
nour, if you have any diſpute of the pro- 
priety of reſigning them to her. You will 
therefore favour me by preparing the patty | 
who advanced the money to receive his 
| whole demand this evening, and have 4 
proper diſcharge drawn for Mr. St. Auſtyn. 
_ Mrs. Stanhope, I think, ſaid it was about 
fix thouſand pounds: I ſhall ſend my lau- 
yer notice to meet me bete.“ 
- 6 Two thouſand, Sir, have already been 
1 four with the intereſt are alone due.“ 


6 Zounds!” anſwered the Colonel, 


| have not common patience to think the 
fellow ſhould hide himſelf from his friends E 
for ſuch a paltry _ 
"ILY plain, Sir,” anſwered the folicitor, 

=. that Mr. St. Auſtyn' s view is to clear the 

| eſtate, which, conſidering the ſhort time he 
| had 


had Dee in boten, and; the ready. mo- 
ney left by his father, Was deeply involved. 
The latter J fancy was all condemned be- 
fore he came of age; yet a better- principled 
young man 1 don't think exiſts, or he 
_ would never have ſubmitted . to ſuch re- 
ſtrictions to pay his debts,” _ 
The Colonel and Albert ſoon 32 * | 
leave. { cc My dear uncle,” ſaid the latter, 
| © you have agreeably ſurpriſed me. This 
manœuvre I think totally your own, and 
= congratulate you on the device, as it muſt, 
I think, force St. n to come for- 
ward.” _ . et 
DD. - Mrs. . anſwered the Co- 
Jonel, «I am convinced, wiſhed to have 
done it herſelf; but a little pique that re- 
mains for his former conduR, and ſome 
doubts of his preſent frame of mind con- 


_ tinuing, prevented her; for I am certain O 


the values the money as little as I do,” 
After dinner, the Colonel appeared to 


think the time long until the hour arrived . 


chat he had appointed to meet Frederic's 
lawyer; when to Albert's great ſurpriſe he 
6 6 aid, 
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ſaid; © T think you may as well remain A 
home, or diſpoſe of yourſelf as you pleaſe, 
as 1 have ſome particular buſineſs that I. 
can more properly tranſact in your ab- 
ſence, but which 1 ſhall fully inferm you 
of on my return.” 
Albert, who ſeldom diſputed his uncle's 
will, immediately acquieſced. The vete- 


ran haſtened to his appointment; and as 


there is conſiderably lefs trouble i in paying 
a ſum of money than in getting one ad- 
vanced, the buſineſs was ſpeedily ſettled, | 
and the debt cancelled, the Colonel giving 1 
draugghts to the amount, but taking the re- 
| teaſes fimply i in St. Auſtyn' name. 
As both lawyers agreed upon the ne 
ceſſity of Frederic's acquittal to enable 
his ſolicitor to refign the writings, they were 
depoſited | in his hands, and proper acknow- 80 
1 ledgments given on the occafion. | 
The whole buſineſs tranſacted, the Co- 5 
lonel ſaid, You will now, gentlemen, ob- 
ſerve my orders accurately, as the affair ! 
hall. next ſpeak vpon is the joint con- 
cern of Mr. St. Auſtyn's family and my 


8 #3 


own, 


lawyers of both. My nephew, Mr. Mont- 
gomery, who accompanied me this morn- 


ing, is engaged to Miſs St. Auſtyn ; you 
will therefore draw the marriage Writ- 


ings. Her fortune, which is ſixteen thou- 
| ſand pounds, I will have entirely ſettled 
upon herſelf and her heirs, with a join- 


ture, for which you may leave blanks, ſuit- 


able to the property of my nephew, of 
whom I muſt now ſpeak. Mr. Wright, 
my lawyer, can inform you of nearly the 
amount of my fortune, having lately 


made my will, one moiety of which I will 
| have immediately ſettled upon my nephew 5 
without reſtriction. I ſhall be ready to 
ſign in the courſe of a fortnight or three 
weeks; at which period I expect to return 


to London, and yeu will oblige me MM 
| having all prepared.” 


The neceſſary preliminaries ſettled, the 
Colonel haſtened to his hotel, where he 


found Albert writing to Gertrude. 


2 of hope, 2 laid Bert 80 you have given no 


hint 
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own, and muſt be completed between the 


194 =, Te 
hint of what paſſed this morning, as it will 
be quite time enough hereafter.””  _ 
_ «Undoubtedly I have not, Sir,” anſwer- | 
ed Montgomery. © May I entreat to 
know if you have . en 6. 
lineſs?” 8 | 
No, Sir, I have neither * my 
buſineſs nor yours, but St. Auſtyn's is en- 
tirely finiſhed. There is his releaſe,” * 
| throwing it on the table... 
LI am heartily rejoiced at it,” returned 
Albert, having peruſed the receipt and re- 
turned it to his uncle; © but I did not 
know, Sir, that you had any other buſineſs 
this evening than St. Auſtyn's, and hs 
wr from ſuſpeQing that I could have any.” 
The Colonel filled a bumper, and drank 
the family at the. Vale ; when weer 
; having pledged him, he ſaid, Th 
 _« To tell you the truth, I 4 not want 
your company this evening; I knew that 
you would be deviliſh troubleſome, and 
therefore left you behind. I have ordered 
the lawyers to draw the marriage ſettle- 
{0 75 ments, 
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ments, for I ſuppoſe they vill be wanted 


on our return,” 
My dear uncle, will not Miſs St. . 


think me too preſuming to take ſuch a li- 
berty without confulting Mrs. Stanhope?” 
_ « Zounds, you would provoke a ſaint! 
1 always wondered how ſhe could like 
you. What the s are e afraid of a 


pretty girl . 

t Ves, Sir, of offending hen.” 6525 

© That is impoſſible. The writings will 
not be produced until after our ge 
and being ready will prevent delay. 


: have ordered the whole of her eee o 
be ſettled upon herſelf, and blanks left for 


a jointure ſuitable to your property.” 


« Your generoſity oppreſſes me, my dear 
Sie r; I have not words to thank you. I 
| know it is neceſſary that the affluence Ger- 
trude has ever enjoyed ſhould be ſecured 
to her, and ſincerely thank you for the 
conſideration ; but for myſelf, let me, I con- 
jure you, ſtill be dependent on you. Can 
you ſuppoſe that I conſider it either painful 
pe þ 
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or humiliating to look up to you as a a 
ther?“ 
« I don't ſuppoſe you do,” returned he 
Colonel; © but in this caſe, Montgomery; 
my honour and your reſpectability depend 
upon the arrangement I have made. The 
world muſt not have it in their power (o 
ſay. that Miſs St. Auſtyn has married a de- 
pendent nephew, though I ſuppoſe they all 
pretty well gueſs. where wy 5 will 
centre.“ 
Albert's emotion was not to be fab 
a preſſed, and covering his face with his. 
ſpread hands he remained filent 
Look'ye, Albert, don't be fooliſb. + 7 
knew this would be a diſagreeable piece of 
| bufineſs, and therefore left you at home 
that you might not expoſe yourſelf and put 


me in a paſſion. I meant to have done 


more but for the faſs I expeded. What 
the plague differenee does it make, whether © 
you receive the money from me, or are 
independent of me? I am not afraid of 
your failing iÞ Uther duty or affection. * 
you 


* 


„ BP 


you regard me as a father, there i is NO obli- 


gation in the caſe.“ 

No obligation, Sir!” exclaimed Al- 
bert: « Not even my father could ſhew 
more tenderneſs for both Marian and my- 


ſelf than we have experienced from you. 


Have you not daily been heaping benefits 
upon us ever ſince our firſt happy meeting? 


And have you not enabled me to gain the 
woman of my heart? Yet to be independ- 
ent of you appears a ſtretch of goodneſs : 


ought not to accept. py 11775 
It ſhall in this caſe be a as 1 pleaſe,” re- 


turned the Colonel. How the plague can 
you tell what change may take place ? * 
may grow childiſh as I get older, and 1 5 


haps fall in love.“ : 
J am willing to run that hazard, Sir.” 


That's more than Jam, though I don” t 
think there is much danger. However, be 
contented wich this arrangement, which I 
am convinced is right. Order ſupper, and 
let us go to bed that we. may riſe early, 


and prepare for our journey.” 


CHAPTER 


OO 


— a * * 
1 * - . — - ben . 2 u oo 
J — — 2 Py — — 4 5 7 
am - . — — : _ 12 3 — oe. — 2 N 

_ EN A . oo 41 = - K . — 279 = * 

1 . 64 m—_— E yy re 3 "PM I : we * 8 1 

4 * 2 — a ; I 5 I 3, 0 1 — £ wm 4 
EE... ＋ "24m, ” l ” * bs £ . 8 2 < KS 
4 4 - - — « * bG 
, ” > _ : : FY 1 
” — 2 1 =P Ws 


„ 
* k 
An gate oy 
. * 


8 


3 248 - 
mw * — — * — 
3 3 * 
22 . 8 - = I ay. 
— LY «a 
S 0 
- cnt Si 2 P dT 6 
" G - 
: _ ——— 


1 
* 
1 
* 
4 


—_ 
+ SS 3 3 Gs 
* "5 % —_ ZZ 27 2 2 — 44 g 
2 W 2 7 : 3 — Fo — 
_ = * — * 2 * "us oy - - - + - 
kw = - "is * * — "3s : r 2 1 r 2 = 
1 r & — 1 F - x - = 
x * i Bs KJ 8 * *» IE. * 
* — 7 
* 8 . - ; — 5 Far + * 


„ 


2 «15, 
2 


„ 


c * 4 5 4 
3 
8 — — a 8 = 
I > = : + "Hong 4 * 
f n — — * 


41 RP RT. 


Ha hs Colonel ; refidence in the 
Weſt Indies he had formed an intimacy 
with a gentleman named Vincent. He vas 
about the age of thirty-fix, had never been 
married, was agreeable in his perſon and. 
eaſy in his circumſtances, living upon an 
eſtate of his own, which, without either 
cruelty or oppreſſion, produced ham a clear 
five or fix hundred pounds yearly. . 
I)he ſecond day after the Colonel's EY | 
parture, this gentleman, who had come to. 
England on ſome mercantile-concerns, ar- 
rived at Black-wood, being unwilling to 
leave che country without ſeeing him. Mrs. 
Moſely 
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Moſely paid the ftranger every attention, 


and immediately ſent word to Mrs. Stan- 


hope, who returned an anſwer, requeſting 


bis company at the Vale; an invitation he 


did not think proper to decline. 


Mrs. Stanhope informed him, that the 
Colonel was then abſent with his nephew 
upon ſome buſineſs very intereſting to her, 
and which they had undertaken ſolely to 
_ oblige her; therefore entreated him to fa- 
vour them by remaining in the country 
until his friend's return. Mr. Vincent ac- 
| cepted the invitation for a fortnight. At 
that period, he obſerved, he had affairs to 
tranſa in London, which when he had 


completed (ſhould the Colonel not return 
before his departure), he would take an- 


other journey to Black-wood, rather than 
fail for the Weſt Indies without the ſatis- 


fadtion of ſeeing him. 


Though Mr. Vincent paſſed the as at 
the Vale, he ſlept at Black-wood, and break= _ 
| faſted with Mrs, Moſely; in conſequence 
of which he became acquainted with Miſs 
Southern, whom he wor: for her daugh- 


ter. 


1 


. 
2 en W 
* — 5 2 ·— wore 2 geen 2 by 
eee In 
ä —— k 


7 N — 1 5 5 a . 
„ > a ” - pe 5 R 
* — he 3 — * . * 
- = 4 9 * * wat, Mm — BY, » — * 
N 7 — , 7 1 N 21. : e 1 - » — _ - - N I 
vs * . 4 . 2 inal — — "= N 3 — — . p = 
” 4 ** SE « : : : Rs. , by Me * ; 7 . Fi — f = — _ 
f 8 \ E < * 1 . 7 ; bz wt 2-59 tt # * IA 7 T 
c ; RE 3 — , * 2 2 „ 3 * $ 2 1 an + 4 
Pu - $3 - — N a oa i — . = 1 * e 5 : . So 78 > 
». 4 6 * 3 2 2 —— = <7 4 = 2 1 & & 
= K. — <> 8 3 — — = rr. S628 * — DXA = % IN - 2. <” „ us : — * - — 
KEE a th an fi 7 $ x fs 3 oa 5 * — pf . ban. - an £2: Wh. + _ 4% > — . * — 5 n 8 1 | 3 4 f . 
EY > he; x2 F « — -— "I * ? a —— 2 7. Br. Eau r "Ing > = 7 , - ” A — 3 —_ 2 - = 
A = b 1 . E 2 2 2 = - — = — — 25 — . — To 8. "_—_ —— i Sx =—_ "FI 1 

: : * : . 5 ot — — 3 - * | - ==> 3 — : . 

2 S722 — = * — * 8 2 Mp — — * — % 

E ; - — 7 9ꝙ＋ͤ— — Io 4 : 

4 25 N — - — 2 88 _ — : _—_ 2 
5 : =” a 23 — 0 by — — py : Io 
. p b - .. <=» ey „ - - 


140 ALBERT. 


ter. The beauty of her perſon, and the 

extreme gentleneſs of her manners, were 

formed to pleaſe; and the heart of Mr. 

Vincent, which had withſtood until the age 

of thirty-ſix all the ſparkling black eyes of 
his own countrywomen, fell in one ſhort. 
fortnight a willing victim to the ſoft blue 

ones of Betſey. . 

Tbe time being nearly elapſed, he was 
neceſſitated to return to London; but he 
had now an attraction ſuperior to the Co- 

lonel to inſure. his return. The evening 
before his departure, Mrs. Moſely being 
cout when be came from Mrs. Stanhope's, 
he found Betſey alone, and with delicacy 
and reſpef made her an offer of his hand. 
Miſs Southern heard this propoſal as molt. 
other young .women would have done 
whoſe hearts were free. She ſaw before 
ber a man agreeable in his perſon, in for- 
tune ſar above her expectations, and whoſe 
character, as the Colonel's friend, ſhe could 0 
not doubt: yet che cruel remembrance of 
Berners forced her to decline his offer, but, 
that lo gently, that a lover muſt have pol- 

: - food. 


ſeſſed 16 ſpirit than Vincent who could be 
ſo eaſily repulſed. 


Our acquaintance, I confeſs, ” ſaid he, a 
is ſhort, but to Colonel O'Bryen I refer | 


you reſpecting my morals and charater : 
if they prove ſatisfactory, and your heart 


is diſengaged, why ſhould you refuſe me, 


my ſweet girl! mY 
_. «Becauſe,”? enſwered ſhe Ginkdty, WT am 


not indeed, Sir, POR the honour you : 


oller me.” 


May I not entreat your permiſſion to 


apply to your mother?“ 
Betſey could not refrain her tears. 


« Alas!” faid ſhe, © I have no mother; 
though my good friend Mrs. Moſely fup- 


plies that loſs to me.” 


As ſhe ſupplies that loſs; we will in this 
caſe conſider her as ſuch,” ſaid he; * and 
I think you ſhow too much duty not to be 


guided by her counſel.“ 
I would die to teſtify my gratitude to 
her,” anſwered ſhe. But indeed, Sir, 


you need not ſpeak on this ſubjeQ; for 1 
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am very unhappy, and I entreat you 0 
think no more of me.” | 


Before he could reply, ſhe haſtily left 
: him; and Mrs. Moſely ſoon after entered, 
when he informed her of the offer he had 
made. 

Mifſs Southern, Sir,” ane ſhe, «ig 
undoubtedly under my care, I regard 

her as my child; but the perſon on whom | 
ſhe moſt depends is Mrs. Stanhope. 1 can 
give no reply without 2 receiving ber 

opinion. 8 BON . 

At can be no > offence to conſult her on 
75 the ſubject, ” faidhe; © and I vill to-mor- | 

ro take the printer before wy de- 
b parture.“ For 1 

auch was the reſolution of Mr. Vincent: 
nor did he fail the next morning to put it 
into execution; for, requeſting to ſee Mrs. 


55 Stanhope alone, he related what had paſſ- 


ed, and entreated her en with Miss 
Southern. 


1 ſhall flatter cayſelf » with facceſs Ma- 


by dam” ſaid he, 6. ff you condeſcend to in- 


2 f. 


quaintance is ſhort; but I never before 


ſaw the woman with whom 1 could fo ar- | 
dently wiſh to paſs my days, and the time I 
have to remain in England will. not allow 


of delay. I own the difference of our 


ages; but if her heart is free, tenderneſs 


and attention may reconcile her to- that 


circumſtance ; for I am convinced of the 
: goodneſs. of her diſpoſition, by the duty 


and affection. with which ſhe. behaves. to 


Mrs. Moſely, whom I in e took for | 


ber mother. 5 
. 1 WI conſult her, you may end, 's 


returned Mrs. Stanhope, but entreat 
you not to fix your heart on this affair. 
Betſey is a very eſtimable young woman; 
i but there is a conſiderable difference in 


your ſituation in life.“. 


“True, Madam; but chat her youth 
and beauty more than compenſate. Vet 
I muſt candidly own, the ſweetneſs of her 


manner, and apparent goodneſs of her 
heart, are my moſt powerful incentives; 


and if I could not flatter myſelf with the 
enthuſiaſm 
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tereſt yourſelf for me. I confeſs our ac- 
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enthuſiaſm of a youthfal paſſion, I might 
perhaps obtain an attention and affection 
equally eſtimable.” _ 
Mou may depend, Sir, 6 on ö my impar. 
- tiality in this caſe,” replied Mrs, Stanhope, ! 
«© On your return, you ſhall not be kept; in 
ſuſpenſe.” _ 
Wich this araghils the lover departed; 
and the enſuing afternoon Mrs. Stanhope, 


in the preſence only of Mrs. Moſely, in- 


formed Miſs Southern of the propoſal ſhe 
had received; requeſting her n on 
- the ſubj eit. | 
„ Ah! Madam,” ſaid fie « never vil . 
A deceive any man; and what man would 
marry ſo imprudent. a girl! ah ts 
Mr. Vincent is a man of ſenſe, Betſey, 
and may perbaps allow the difference be- 
tween real errors and youthful impru- 
| dences. Did I, for example, conſider 
your misfortune in any other point of 
view, never would I have countenanced 
you. Anſwer me with openneſs, Had you 
never ſeen Berners, would you have ac- 
cepted Mr. Vincent's propoſals? 
(e Mr. 


ALBERT. 


« Mr. Vincent i is far my ſuperior, Ma- 
dam.“ 4 

That can his no objeAion, but to a 
| orateful heart would be a freſh claim on 


| the affeQtion. Of his character and morals 
I have no doubt, having frequently heard 


the Colonel ſpeak highly of him; but 1 


would be far from wiſhing, in the ſmalleſt 
degree, to influence you. 1 am perfealy 


ſatisfied with your preſent conduct; and, 
whatever you reſolve upon, my friendſhip 


ſhall remain the ſame. .—Speak then with- 


out fear, and determine for yourſelf. tt 


Miſs Southern's reply expreſſed no diſ- 

like to Mr. Vincent, though, as ſhe very 
rationally obſerved, ſhe. did not as vet 
know him ſufficiently to have formed any 


permanent attachment. Yet,” ſaid ſhe, 
| © however ſuch an offer may do me ho- 


nour, it can but make me the more ſenſible 


of my former weakneſs; for,” continued 
ſhe weeping, « Berners? miſtreſs can never 


be the wife of fo reſpefiable a man as s Mr. 
TOP od 


Undoubtedly not,” anſwered Mrs. 
Ver. IV. „ E 


* * 


145 


_— — ? —— 1 
2 "mp 3 2 Bo. - 4-45 . * r 5 3 | *1 
bs, OG 3; = i a 3 — Wea .. ; . . * — 
, 3 Das a 
: : 
4 1 


7 ˙ ors e079 - 2 8 5 
A — — 9 - 
- * „ —— 2 
. 2 — pag 2  wb — e at 
— 2 
1 1 


* «© * 8 . — 0 = 
We — . * * 0 << = 4 
- > OD 


. 
. 


r q=——_s : 


— — — 
TITTY 
—— 


ſ a= 3 
nt 1 
——— — 


he 
e 
* 


* 2 & 4 _ 
+ 5 — * 

* 1 

* 1 6" p 1 2 
„5 Ze] 
— * - 


_ —— 


—— 
— 2 * 5 


146 ALBERT. 


Stanhope, “ under any deception. Have 
you courage to let me make the avowal 0 
N i LE) 

Miſs Southern appeared focked at the 
queſtion; but after a ſhort reflection ſhe 
replied, «If you will condeſcend ſo far, 

Madam, it will add to my former obliga. 
tions. Let my ſhame be my excuſe for 
refuſing ſo advantageous, and, permit me to 

ay, not unpleaſing an offer.” 

« If Mr. Vincent finds . a proof of 

cour candour an obſtacle to his wiſhes, let 
him reſign you, ” anſwered Mrs. Stanhope: 

d continuation of your preſent conduct 
will inſure you the friendſhip of myſelf and 
family,” 9 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII. 


A NORTHERN JOURNEY. | 


| Tart Colonel and his nephew travelled 
poſt, and on the third day after leaving 
London reached the manor-houſe. The - 
great gates were cloſe ſhut, the court-yard 


half covered with graſs untrodden by vi- 
ſitors; the few domeſtics, or their friends, 


uſing another entrance. Thrice had the 


Colonel's ſervant rung before the old por- 


ter reached the gate, and requeſted to know | 
their commands. Leaving the chaiſe, they 
defired the preſence of Jonathan; to whom 
preſenting Mrs. Stanhope's letter, the old 
man, having peruſed it three or four times 
| over, with many bows and d great reſpeRt led 
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the way to a parlour, and at the Colonel 
requeſt ordered them ſupper. | 
% Look'ye, Mr. Jonathan,” ſaid he, ©] 
regard myſelf. at home here, for your 
maſter is welcome to confider himſelf ſo 
at my houſe. Mrs. Stanhope, 1 ſuppoſe, has 
acquainted you in her letter with our by- 
ſineſs; and as we know it is in your power 
to give us the information we deſire,! 
| think you will not refuſe doing your part.“ 
Mrs. Stanhope, Sir,” anſwered Jo- : 
nathan, « every body muſt allow is one of 


lhe beſt ladies | in the world, and if I could 


_ obey her conſiſtent with my duty to my 
maſter, I ſhould be happy to do it. I knew | 
her when ſhe was à child not a ſervant but 
what would have gone Treas fire and 
water to ſerve her.” | 5 
* We ſhall not require ſuch dangerous 
proofs of attachment from you, Mr. Jo- 
nathan,“ replied the Colonel; © only open- 
ly and generouſly tell us where we can find 
St. Auſlyn, and depend upon ourgratitude.” | 
elt is my maſter's orders not to diſcloſe 
bis reſidence to any one, „„ 
8 „ What 
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„What the plague ſignify | is orders?” 


« A ſervant has no right to diſpute them, 
Sir, I wiſhed and begged him almoſt on 
my knees not to go, but it was to no pur- : 
pole; go he would, and it was not for me 


to hinder him.” 


But it is for you to tell. us where o 


find him.“ . | | i , 


No indeed, Sir, it is not, He ned: 
me to ſwear; but 1 did not like to ſwear, 2 


and ſo he took my word.“ 


Well then, good Jonathan. I wil en- 


{ure you his pardon, and Mrs. Stanhope's 


friendſhip, and give you a.hundred W 


for oh <4 4 


Pray, your honour, would you like 
any body to tamper with your ſervants* ho- 
neſty, and offer them a hundred pounds for 
hat you had forbidden them to diſcloſe ? 
I beg pardon, but it is a natural queſtion.“ 


. undoubtedly is a very juſt one,” 
replied Albert. © But you muſt be con- 
vinced that your maſter's happinels 1s alone 


our motive: his aunt and lifter are impa- 


tlent to lee him.“ 
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The Cotewel ſpared neither entreaties 
promiſes, nor petulance ; but in vain: jo. 
nathan was proof againſt all; and by No 
means ſatisfied with their miſſion, the gen- 

tlemen at length retired to reſt. 

The next morning they were not more 
fortunate, Every attention they could re. 
quire, or that the honour of his maſter de. 
manded, Jonathan was eager to pay them; 
but his ſecret was as ſafe as though it had 

been ſtill locked i in his own boſom. 
I am at once,” ſaid the Colonel, « = 
vexed and pleaſed with that old fool. 


have made a pretty jaunt of it, Mit now 
muſt go home like two blockheads: ve 


have had a ride for our money, to be ſure, 
and that is all we can boaſt.” “ 


$6 The whole of my addy now reſts * 


bis coming forward, as the debt is paid,” r 

_ - plied Albert, © The independence of is 
ſpirit forced bim into this voluntary exile; 
and thus obliged againft his will, he will 


doubtleſs with to diſcharge it in his own 


way.” 


"Io of no ule to remain bare anſwered | 


the 


p—_ > 
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the Colonel. Vet now we are out, and 
fo far on the North road, if it were not 
keeping you upon tenter-hooks by ſepa- 
rating you from Gertrude, I ſhould like 0 
goa little farther.” ENS 

] am entirely at your command, Sir,” 
aid Albert, © I muſt write an account of 
our bad ſucceſs to Miſs St. Auſtyn to-night, 


and can eaſily inform her of our intention; 
but may I entreat to know which way you 
have a wiſh to direct the excurſion | Pe 
«To confeſs the truth, Albert, 1 have 


long had an inclination to viſit the reſi- 


dence of your parents. I was confoundedly 


| Torry when I heard the houſe was let, as 1 
ſhould bave liked now and then to have 
paſſed a ſhort time there; it would have 


appeared a kind of tribute to their me- 
mory. When the tenant's time is expired, 


we will repair and make what alterations 
may be neceſſary; for 1 ſuppoſe neither 
yourſelf. nor Marian would like it to fall to 


decay.“ 
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Cottage until the time was expired for which 
it is let, but then ſhall be happy to adopt 
a plan ſo congenial to my wiſhes.” 

« What ſay you then? Suppoſe we 
ſtretch a point, and pay it a viſit? But 
egad, if *tis a miſerable place, don't let me 

go; for 1 ſhall hate myſelf, to think my 

> Ne reduced ne liſter to ſuch a dwell. 

ing.“ . 

After ſuch a decturntion, my dear Sir, 
34 by all means would wiſh you to ſee it, as 
it will inſtantly ſet your heart at eaſe in that 
reſpect. You will certainly find no gran= 

deur, but ex ery outward requiſite to pro- 

cure content.“ 9 
Ho long, think you, would the jaunt 

detain us? X 

Not above ten days, Sir, if we ive 
poſt, and as the weather is fine. You will 

not, 1 preſume, remain there more than a 

day or two; during which we may, Iam 

convinced, intrude on my friend Mr. 
eee : 
« Why, that period indeed 1 mould not 
much heed. But let us loſe no time, if we 
mean 
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mean to put it into execution; for I ny 


to get home again.“ 


The horſes may be proeuredi in half 


an hour, and we can reach verges by 
to-morrow night.? 
This buſineſs arranged, Albert ardered 


the chaiſe. Before, their departure, the 
Colonel made another unſucceſsful attempt 


on Jonathan, When bidding him farewell, 


he ſaid, „Remember, I predict that the 
time vill come when St. Auſtyn won't 
thank you for this obſtinacy : however, 


old boy, there are twenty guineas for you 


and your fellow ſervants; it is to drink 10 
the happineſs of the firſt marriage you hear 


of in the family. * 


« Ah! Sir,” anſwered Jonathan, cc if. * 
did not think ſome ſuch thing! Thep 1 it will 
be ſweet Miſs Gertrude's, I dare ſay, that 
lam to expect: God bleſs her, ſay I, and 


the man of her choice!” 
Albert ſhook him heartily by the hand; 


and all being prepared, he departed with 
the Colonel. His ſpirits were involunta- 
rily oppreſſed as he advanced towards his 
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native home; a thoufand fond remen. WM hi 
brances of paternal affection aroſe in his 0 
mind, which neither the poſſeſſion of wealth, in 
nor the love he bore to Gertrude, could WM q. 
| baniſh, The Colonel's depreſſion was yet ll 
more apparent, and Albert conftrained him. ce 
ſelf to appear cheerful, leſt he ſhould increaſe E 


it. Not even one day would the veteran re. 
main in Edinburgh, though he had never be- N 


fore been in that city; and on the third from Wl 2? 
their leaving Yorkſhire they reached the = 
_ Thire of Sutherland. As the Colonel, not. ” 


withſtanding his age, was a good horſemag, 
it was propoſed to continue the reſt of the 
way on horſeback; and leaving their ſer- 
vant with the baggage. at a miſerable inn, 
they next day arrived at Melneſs. Albert's 
deſign was to obtain from his friend Mr. 
Home ſome information reſpeQing the in- 
habitants of his cottage, before he paid his 
intended viſit there; but Mr. Home and 
his wife were engaged with a party at ſome 
diſtance, and Albert, though nearly at his 
native home, found himſelf far more 4 
nner chan in either London or Dorlet- 
_ 


ſhire, Mr. Home's ſervant however in- 
formed them that his maſter would return 


in the evening; and to Montgomery's 
queſtion reſpeQing his tenant, he was aſ- 
: ſured that if he did not meet a warm wel- 
come, he would be the firſt that ever had 


caule of complaint. REL 
« Nay, mair than a-, Sir,” ſaid the man, 
6c yOUr ane auld maid Barbara keeps houſe, 


| and will na be | a little pleaſed to ſee you re- - 
| turned: troth, the pure wife never talks of 


either Mifs Marian; or yourſel, without 


greeting. She has been driven 5 muckle 


diſtreſs fince you left the country.” 
poor creature!” replied Albert. © She 


vas ſettled at Roſs when we vent to Eng- : 
land, and we thought happily, or Marian | 


would have taken care to have aſſiſted her.” 


As you ſay your houſe is not ch a 


above two miles diſtant,” '* ſaid the Colonel, 


9 ſuppoſe we ride there chis afternoon; I. 
am by no means tired, and we cannot em- 


ploy ourſelves better.“ 1 


Albert acquieſced: it was indeed his | 
iſh, though he did not chooſe to propoſe 
. 8 1 it. 
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it. As they rode forward, the Colonel 


appeared to ſcrutinize every object with no 


great degree of ſatisfaction. The country 
was wild and dreary, ſcarcely affording 


paſture for a few ſmall cattle and poor ſheep 


that grazed upon the ſurrounding moun- 
tains, whoſe tremendous ſummits were loſt » 
in the heavy clouds that hung around them, 


Not a word eſcaped Montgomery; the 


ſcenes of his childiſh happineſs, and the 

|  forrows of his riper years, were too preſent Ill 
io his memory to allow of ſpeech, until, s 

| they turned the baſe of one of the moun- 
tains to take a lower road, the Colonel ſud- 5 


* ſtopped his horſe, exclaiming : | 


vill go no further to-night, Albert; 
cannot. bear it; I never ſaw ſuch a con- 


founded ſavage ſpot in my life. The man 


who. could fuffer his iſter to ſpend her life 1 
in ſuch a place, while he was in affluence, 
deſerves to be thrown down the ite wel 47 


| thoſe hills without. mercy.” 


My dear uncle,” replied Albert, en- 

| deavouring to recall his ſpirits, © let me 
7 now entreat you to probe one, half quar- 
| * 12 1 ter 
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ter of a mile farther, it is * no means ſo | 


_ dreary.” 


The Colonel acquieſced in ſilence; and 
at about the diſtance. Montgomery men- 


tioned they entered a valley that lay be- 
tween the mountains, and which formed ſo 


ſtrong a contraſt to the reverſe of the hills, : 
that they had advanced but a ſhort way 
when the Colonel ſaid: © Egad, this is 


| ſomething better; thank God, it is not ſo 
miſerable as I expected.“ 
This obſervation was juſt: the valley, 


ſheltered on each fide by the lofty moun- 

_ tains, bore a far more cultivated and ba- 

| bitable appearance; the ſlopes were clothed 
with firs, and the bottom in diſtinct patches 

covered with oats and barley. A few ſcat- 

| tered cottages, whoſe inhabitants ran to 
their doors to view ſtrangers of an appear- 

ance ſuperior to thoſe they commonly A, ; 


completed the ſcene. 


Look at theſe little half-naked ragged 
raſcals,” ſaid the Colonel, obſerving with ap- 
| parent pleaſure ſome children that were play- 
ing; “the young dogs leap like their moun= 

tain 


; 
1 ” 
* —_— 2 _ 0 "+ - 
8 > 2 2 2 5 — & --4,__ 
__ EO 2 I 2 7 —P; RS. - - 
1 4 £ a 0 . — 2 
3 8 — TE: & £ '- 
— Y - * 2 


777 Me od HH SES 
OE TEES, | 


- 1 wen FN 
8 ——— I 


wm 
WO — 5 _- 
Err 


* 

Y 
„ 
"8 


768 1 ALBERT, 


tain goats, and afford a ſtriking iQuice ofthe 
efficacy of a limple diet, unconfined limbs, 
and pure air, in the early periods of youth,” 


A ſmall neat houte upon a gentle rife 


next attracted his attention. It was ſur. 
- rounded with a garden that evidently ſhew- 
ed that induſtry and {kill had not ſtruggled 


in vain againſt nature: trees of different 
kinds, hardy plants, and ſome flowers de- 


corated the front; while the back part, 


which was plainly diſcernible from its af. 
cent, was entirely dedicated to the growth 
of vegetables, arranged with care, and cul- 


tivated with aluxuriance almoſt oe | 
. in ſo northern a climate. „5 


The Colonel ſtopped. © © Albert,” ſaid - 


he, « may I venture a hope? No, I am 
| too ſanguine ; that liitle neat dwelling could : 
not, did not appertain to your father.” | 


Albert turned his head from his uncle to 


conceal his emotion. © It was,” replied he, 
« for many years the manſion of peace, 


now a monument of the inſtability of hu- 


man enjoyments.” 


T he veteran made no reply, but followed : 
Montgomery 


they advanced towards the houſe. Albert 


knocked at the door with his whip, which 

was ſoon opened by an old woman, whoſe 

good-humoured countenance and cleanly | 

habit at once intereſted the Colonel. At 
fight of Montgomery, a fcream of- ſurpriſe 

_ eſcaped her; and gazing at him a moment, 

as if to certify his identity, ſhe flew to him, 


and claſping his neck exclaimed : «© My 


| beſt, my deareſt bairn! Hw I lived til' ſee 
ye again? Heaven be praiſed! but ha' ye 


nae brought wi” you my ain ſweet On, 


M.iſs Marian ?” 
150 Of My good Barbara,” anſuccyd: Mont- | 
gomery, returning her ſalute, “ my ſiſter 
is well; you will in future moſt probably 
ſee ber frequently. Is your maſter at 
home? Do you think we may intrude for 
an hour? This gentleman is my uncle, he -- 


wiſhes to ſee our old dwelling.” 


„Lord fave ye! yell be as welcome a as 
. the bleſſed ſunſhine ; there does nae' ive 
a better mon than my maiſter, not eien 


yourſel, el, 


rd LE: 


Montgomery to a gate; when faſtening 
their horſes by their bridles to the rails, 
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yourſel, dearly as I lo you, Ah! if ye 


did but ken half-the gued he does to a' that 
need him, ye would ſnatch him to your 


boſom, and feel We bad met your. counter. 


part.” 255 
. rejoiced that you are ſo comfort- 
_ ably. ſituated, Barbara,” replied Albert, 


May we entreat you to inform your mal. 


ter of our requeſt | ? My uncle, J am con- 


vinced, muſt be tired; for we have been 


on horſeback all day.“ 
« My maiſter i is oot, but be winna tarry 


long ; ; he's only walked to the auld craig; 
8 uſually taks his book, and fits there till 

near nightfa”, therefore I pray ye enter 
With theſe words ſhe led the way into a : 
85 parlour, where every object remained in ; 


the places Albert had for many years been 


accuſtomed to view them. The arm chair 


in which his father uſed to ſit, a fire- ſcreen 


of his mother's work, the harpſichord on 

Vhich ſhe frequently 8 all ſtruck ſo 
forcibly on his heart, that he was for ſome 
minutes unable to articulate a word; but 


ones his eyes, and beholding the Co- 


Tonel's 


> ALBERT. „ 


ſonel's face bathed in tears, he ſaid : * My 
dear Sir, do not let us give way to this un- 
availing weakneſs. God, who took from 
me a dear and affeQtionate father, has re- 
placed him with yourſelf; and as you can- 
not enjoy the ſociety of thoſe who had a 

yet nearer claim on your heart, let the duty 
of the ſon compenſate that loſs.” 
41 wil conquer Age anſwered the Co- 5 
lonel, wiping away his tears. I am no 
longer ſo unhappy; this ſpot is far more 
comfortable than I expetted to find it; and 

I have no doubt, notwithſtanding my neg- 
 leb, that my ſiſter, with ſuch a huſband and 
children, might be happy in it; for I feel 

J could be fo, if accompanied bed thoſe 
moll dear to me.? 
Happy!“ clad Barbara; "Foot bleſs 
| ye, Sir, this dwelling was heaven upon 
earth, Twenty years did I ſerve the bon- 
nieſt pair that ever graced the warld, and 
I verily believe the aulder they grew er 
lo ed one another the better.“ 
. Barbara, ſaid the Colonel, turning to. 
. dere 
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| her, © © you ſhall come to England, and 
live with your old maſter's ehildeen. 9 1 
Heaven bleſs them! Sir,” anſwered 


_ the : © but I am too auld to learn Your 


Engliſh faſhions; I'd gi' my life for either 
of the bonny bairns I ha' ſae often dandled 


upon my knee; but the height of a' my 


wiſhes would be, never to. quit this houſe 
while 1 live.“ 


„We will infure you that, 6 


ſaid Albert, when the term for which your 
maſter has it is expired. In the mean time, 


as you do not like to leave the country, 
Ve will allow a e ſufficient or Jour 


ſupport.” | 


. dinna need it, my bes Sir ; ; my pre- 
fent maſter, Mr. Audley, will, J ken right 


veel, never put me away; and I had rather 
; ſerve him than hive independent. Oh | | he 


Nae een that gazes on him but admires 


bim; nae a tongue chat ſpeaks of him but 
bleſſes him.“ 


3 ſhall be charmed 10 culivate his ac- 


_ quaintance,” anſwered Albert. 


ALBERT. 163 


te Then,” continued Barbar, « he's fo 

humble, and ſo meek—never ſhall forget 
that morn he engaged me to live wi” him; 

1Iwas in fare diſtreſs; for, when my ſiſter 
died at Rofs, I was left without a friend. 

At Mr. Home's he ſaw me by chance, and 

bearing how long I had ſerved your pa- 
55 he ſaid I ſhould ſuit him, and engaged 

me. My claiths were a' in tatters, and my 
hah was farely grieved; but the firſt he 

5 mended wi” new ones, and the laſt he heal- 

ed wi' kindneſs,” “ 

l vonder ſuch a character remains 61 n— 

be, anſwered Albert; „for I underſtand 

by my letters from Mr. Home that he is a 
bachelor; and though I have had con- 
vincing proof that this ſpot may be render- 
ed delightful with a pleaſant companion, 
yet I muſt confeſs 1 eee now think i it 
dreary without one.“ 

5 Why, from morn till even be 's aways 
doing; and when ſometimes I ſay that I 
think he'll be weary, he laughs, and afi- 
 Twers, that he dare nae truſt himſel to be 

idle; and troth believe he is right, for 
EE he's 
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5 he's a'ways melancholy when he's not em. 
ployed. Luke at the garden, it's the work | 
entirely of his aun and the man's haund; ; 
and ſurely it was in ſad condition when he 
had) it firſt, for it was negleQed ever fin 
your departure, and was e wi 
weeds,” 3; 
e Calanati and Amen were re admiring 
the regularity and arrangement of the gar- 
den, when Barbara ſuddenly exclaimed; 
41 hear my maſter ſcraping his ſeet at 
the front door, an I ken right weel that 
he'll chide me for not fetting meat and 
drink before ye; but I was too joyſu' to 
| think of viauuals; _ He ſays i in fic a coun- 55 
try as this every houſe ſhould be an inn; 
an' gued truth he makes his ane, nae only 
to ſic as ye, but to a“ the pure round the 
place, who never ga" away empty frae his 
gate; but Tl rin and tell bim sf 8 
bete. N 
Barbara had however delayed the in- 
formation too long, for at that inſtant 'the 
door opened, and the preſent owner of the 
manſion entered; but ſtarting, and recoil- 


Ing, 


ALBERT. ih 


ing, he exclaimed: 1 9 Merciful Heaven ! Þ 


am betrayed. + 


. Auſtyn! q can I believe my ſight! ” 
| ſaid Albert in an ecſtaſy, claſping him in 


dis arms. © Betrayed, and to whom ? Toa 
brother, a friend, who wanted only this t to 
make his happineſs complete.” 


A believe on my ſoul that St. Auſtyn 
| and you contrived. this between you on 
purpoſe to ſurpriſe me, Interrupted the 
Colonel. 1 conſeſs it's a deviliſh neat 

trick; but give me a glaſs of wine, for it 


bas almoſt overcome me.“ 


« My dear Colonel, though you ſhould 
not have tampered with the fidelity of my 
ſervant, ” ſaid F rederic, “ for from Jona- 
than I am convinced that you have learnt 
my reſidence, yet give me leave to bid you 
welcome, as alſo Montgomery,” claſping iy 


hand of each. 


« The vine, he wire," le de Oolove! 
*Z—ds, do you ſuppoſe a man of my 


years can ſtand ſuch a fillip on his feelings 
without a cordial to ſupport them? Even 


the 


1 OO ALBERT, 
the meeting with Albert bad not half the 
E 

« My dear Sir, 5 replied . 1. 
never felt the want of wine before; 1 ought 
to we ſhame to aver that I do not * 

any.“ 

1 would be a falſe ſhame then,” an- 
ſwered Albert. Fetch my uncle, good 
Barbara, ſome of the beſt drink you poſſeſs, 
I am ſure he will be ſatisfied with it.” Bar- 

bara obeyed, and ſpeedily returned with 
two botiles of ale, which placing on the 
table with glaſſes ſhe withdrew. _ | 
Sit down, St. Auſtyn,“ ſaid the Co- | 

lonel : 7 Egad I tell you plainly that I will 
not loſe fight of you again until you pledge 
me Vor honour to have no more conceal- 
ments.“ | 
e D vill now he aleleſs: 
thought myſelf ſecure here; and though ; 
rejoice heartily to ſee you, yet 12 am dif- 
_ pleaſed with Jonathan,” _ 5 
„ Confound the dog, you need not be 


angry with him on our account; I give 
| you | 
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you my promi that not a ſingle word 
could we get from him, though J offered 
him a hundred pounds, Our viſit here 
was the mere effect of chance.? : 
Albert corroborated the Colonel's al- 8 
ſertion. . 
e cannot diſbelieve you,“ ſaid Frede- : 
ric, © though I confeſs I wiſhed to have 
been more reconciled to myſelf before 1 
ſaw you. However, as this has happened, 
1 hope you will not be an PORE” tenant, x 
Montgomery?“ 
Certainly not,” replied Albert. * „But 
if you perſiſt in this obſtinacy, and will not 
join us, I ſhall exert all my influence with 
Gertrude, as ſoon as J have a legal right, 
to let us pay you a viſit; for I am reſolved 
hereafter to claim all the privileges of a 
brother.” 0 
„Montgomery, do not oppreſs me; the 
ſtep adopted was neceſſary to reconcile 
me to myſelf; I wiſhed to try whether it 
vas poſſible for me to live rationally for 
three years: why will you endeavour to 
prevent my putting my plan in execution? 


One 


. Afkkzr. 
One year is cupted; 1 am perſesy ſatisfied 


with remaining here the "enſuing two, at 
which period my eſtate will be clear, and! 


will endeavour to make a better uſe of! it: 


than I have hitherto done.“ 
„We will talk of this buſineſs Wen 
ſaid the Colonel. In the mean time, tell 


me, St. Auſtyn, I conjure vou, how the 


plague you came here?” 
Ah! Sir, 1 feared that Qubtion, 


came here in right of a piece of — 


that however J declare was well meant.“ 


Egad, I had a great mind to go back 
chis afternoon; I was far from expecting 
ſuch luck. But tell us, that's a good lad, 
bow from being a buck of the firſt rate, 
pyou came to ſink into a Scotch moun- 

taineer, amidſt the Wilds of Strathnavern?“ 


_ « You have a right to that information, 
or indeed any other from me, Colonel,“ 


ſaid St. Auſtyn. Vet I muſt firſt ſtipu- 


late for Montgomery's pardon, as he has 
been deceived throughout the * af. 
fair.“ r 


As it has bad ſuch pleaſurable eff 


I care | 


| care not. Take my hand, St. Auſtyn, 
and believe me when I ſay, that I regard 
this as one of the happieſt days of my life. 
 « Generous Montgomery! continued 
he with ſome heſitation, 1 have an awk 
ward ſtory to diſcloſe : yet, left you may 
think me perhaps more culpable than 1 
really am, take it without diſguiſe. The. 
Y evening after you called on me in conſe. 
quence of the - affront offered your ſiſter, 
you may perhaps recollett that we all met 
at Mrs. Stanhope's, when you gave us a 
ſhort account of your misfortunes, | De- 
lieve me, Montgomery, loſt as I was in 
diſhpation and folly, one of my moſt ar- 
dent wiſhes was to ſerve you; but as I well 
knew, that after what had happened every 
effort from me would be unavailing, I 
propoſed the army to my aunt, which you 
declined, ſaying, that you preferred com- 
merce. In the commercial line I had no: 
_ intereſt; yet, reſolved that your juſtly ', Wy 

fended pride ſhould not in this caſe ſtand _ 

you in ſtead, I racked my head half the _ 
b night to deviſe the means of rendering you 
VoL. W. „ 5 ſome 8 
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ſome ſervice unknown, as I regarded it a; 
a kind of palliative for the injury I had at. 
tempted. At length your houſe at Strath. 
navern ſtruck me. You had ſaid that from 


8 "on excommunication no one would engage 


it; and in the morning haſtening to one of 

5 the: Agency Offices, I employed them to 
tranſaQt the buſineſs; which they ſaid they 
could eaſily effect by means of a friend they 

had at Aberdeen, a Mr. M*Cleod, and | 

which was accordingly. completed in the 
ſpace of a month. I muſt here inform you 
that I had no confident whatever in this 
buſineſs, nor did the parties know me by 
any other name that that of Audley; in n 
which alſo I have received my receipt from 
your. friend Home. You are now ac- 
quainted how 1 became poſſeſſed of the 
right of reſiding here, but which at that 
time you may be aſſured chat 1 bad no 
intention of.“ EO OE OS. 
True, St. Auſtyn,” interrupted the 
Colonel; © but, you ſaid in one of your 

letters to me, that your. firſt idea of retire- 
ment originatedin diſguſt, but that the meet- 
wg. 
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ing with me diſperſedit: that declaration has 1 
frequently coſt me ſome Ag and. I 
: ſhould be glad you would explain it.“ 
« My dear Colonel, J cannot refuſe. to 
 fatisſy you ; "ou 1 75 are en =_ tollies 
to the quick.“ tent ii brig 
* Aye,“ replied he, let us 1 be 
extent of che malady, or how ſhould we 
proportion the cure?” rf 
« Plunged'in aillpation,! '? A St. 
: Suffyd) 4 flattered-myſelf that I had ſur- ; 
mounted my affection for Miſs Montgo- 
mery, when 1 accidentally ſaw her at the | 
play, and diſcovered my error. The wound Y 
was merely cicatriſed, but never healed. 
She drove me from her When informed of 
the duel, by faving ſhe would leave the 
houſe inſtantly if I did not quit her; but I 
was too much intereſted to go far, and I 
ſaw you, Colonel, join her and Mrs. Moſe- 
ly. I know you will laugh at me, but. I 
will bear it philoſophically. I thought yo 
ber huſband, and, ſtung almoſt to madneſs, 
- reſolyed to fly ; "yet had not the reſolution, 
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and even watched vou out—when I heard 
Miſs Montgomery' 2 ſervants called, —Par. 
5 don me, Colonel; pardon me, Montgo- 
0 mery ; ;1 then judged of her by the worth- 
leſs characters 1 had mixed with; and! 
loved, hated, deſired, yet reſolved to relin, 
quiſh, her for ever, at the ſame moment. Y 
Such was the effect of this ſtruggle on my 
health, that 4. vas confined ſome days; 
during which 1 reviewed all my follies, and 
determined to correct them, or periſh in 
the attempt. . To provide for Berners was 8 
the preliminary ſtep, and for which, and to 
diſcharge my debts, I engaged my eſtate, 
reſolving to go abroad till it was clear. 
Employed in. theſe Arrangements, 1 met 
you; when you forced me to do you jultice, 7 
and * 20 705 eyes t the i injury 


He * 


: lution w was as however taken, though the affair 

vith Berners, whoſe villainy 1 diſcovered 

through Betſey Southern, haſtened my de- 
parture ſome days. — During my ſtay in 

Yorkſhire to learn the event of his wound, 


ALBERT. „ 9h 


the whim ſeized me to viſit Edinburgh, 
from whence I reſolved to proceed to the 
5 Highlands; where I was ſo delighted with 


your little cot, that I determined to travel 
no farther, concluding I ſhould be more 
| ſecurely concealed. here than even on the 

Continent. I therefore returned to York- | 


ſhire, made my arrangements with Jona- 


than, who receives my letters from the 
Poſt-houſe, and ſpeedily ſettled here, with 


only my man and Barbara, whoſe recom- 
Z Money was having lived with you.” _ 


Though I ſhould not have been en- 
5 are ſatisfied with my tenant,” returned 
Albert, “ at the time you became ſuch, yet 
now I heartily congratulate myſelf on the 


acquiſition.” = 


„ Hark ye, St. Auſtyn,“ faid the Co- 
= lonel, «as ] don't intend to move to-night, 


if poſſible, can you manage to lodge us? 


© Undoubtedly, as Mr. Montgomery can 
teſtify. I fancy he will find every thing 

much as he left it; Barbara wiſhed it to 
remain ſo, and I had no inclination. to 


| change it.” 
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Frederic then accompanied them th rough 
the different apartments, whoſe neatneſs 
and ſimplicity were their only ornament; 
until, in a ſmall bed- chamber, ſeeing a. hat, 
Albert faid: © WhO ſleeps here? Ibis 
| vas Marian's chamber. 5 | 
le this apartment,” replied Fre 
deric. : 2 
„I wonder at that,” returned bs; 0 many 
of the others are more commodious. My 
ſiſter preferred it from its vicinity to my 
mother, that ſhe might be ready in caſe 
either of o our parents ſhould want any at- 
tendance.“ „„ 
And Frederic prefers it | becauſe 1 
rian had preferred it,“ ſaid the Colonel. 


5 © Come, be honeſt, and confeſs the truth; ; 


is it not ſo?” OST, 
310 Perhaps it may,“ a St, Aul- 
tyn: fas 1 had but few gratifications, it 
was natural I ſhould ſeize all in my 
power. e 
They next walked over the grounds, 
where Montgomery was both aſtoniſhed 
and delighted at many little improvements 
„ 


ALBERT. N 


he ſaw; until Barbara came to call them 
to ſupper, where the Colonel found plenty 


to Melneſs for that purpoſe while they 
vere engaged in viewing he grounds. 
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| Ar an 800 3 the bene met at ab 
Faſt. The. ſentiment of ſorrow that both 


the Colonel and Albert had experienced 
on entering the houſe was greatly mitigated 


by the ſurpriſe of meeting with: Frederic, 


to whom the Colonel faid 1 in the courſe of 


the morning : 


+ Well, St. Auſtyn, 0 AR are we to be 
off? 2 Albert here is, I Know, wiſhing us 


both hanged for keeping him ſo long from 


Gertrude. What fay you to [ts 4 after 


to-morrow?” 


.-_... * Surely,” anſwerell "ORR 4 T7 am a not ; 
to loſe you ſo ſoon. Before your arrival, 
I was ſatisfied ; now I fear you have taught 


me to want ſociety.” 5 
| | cc Loſe | 


n 


„Loſe us! No, chat you ſhall not; 1 
won't ſtir an inch without you. All are 
prepared to receive you with open arms, 
and you ſhall either go with us, or I will 
ſay with you; and that would be a deviliſh 


mortifying ſtroke to me, who intend to be : 


at Montgomery's wedding.” . 
« Pleaſed as I ſhould be in any other 


circumſtances with your company; an- 


Nerd Frederic, „this would diſtreſs me 


beyond meaſure; neither preſs me, I en- 


treat you, to break a reſolution I have 
formed, which, 1 repeat, is to remain Hero ; 
until my eſtate is free.” 


© You are an obſtinate fellow, and mul 
have your -own way; but will you pledge : 
me your hanour, that, as ſoon as you receive 
your acquittal from the man who. has your 
mortgage, or whatever it is, you will come 


to Black-wood ?? | 
By my honour and life L wil! Ny fol - 
lies by that time my” be ſomewhar for- 
votten.“ [oy 

_ © Zooks! they are all an wn 
3 80; and as 1 regard you as a man whoſe 
„ .20008 
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word is to be taken, I defire you to knoy 
me for one who never puts off till to-mor. 
row what may be done to-day. Therefore, 


St. Auſtyn, you are fairly taken in: there 
is your receipt; your debt is diſcharged, 
and you muſt and mall aer een us 
n 
St. Auſtyn's eyes glanced over the ac- 
quittal; but for ſome minutes he was too. 
much affected to reply. At length he ſaid: 
Colonel, you torture me; would to 
Heaven I could hide myſelf, not only from 
vou, but from my own refledtions! To 
have merited nothing but deteſtation and 
contempt from your family, and to have 

affection, generoſity, and even paternal 
kindneſs forced upon me, is more than na- 
ture can ſupport with equanimity.“ 
What a fuſs you make about nothing I 
Have I taken : any pains about you that you 
would not return? Egad, if I imagined fo, 


bes. - would never beſtow another N | 
upon you,” 


« My dear St. Auſtyn,” | fig Albert, 


« riſe above this weakneſs, Are we not 
„ Tc friends? 


fr 
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friends? let me ſay brothers ; and if you 
allow thoſe titles, the word obligation can- 
not, ſhall not ſubſiſt between us,” 


«© Though as yet J cannot ſufficiently 
collect my thoughts to deviſe or inquire 


bo- this buſtneſs has been effected, yet, 
give me leave to place it totally to your ac- 


count, Colonel.“ 


The veteran bowed. 5 Sir,” replied 
he, © you do my ingenuity no more than 
juſtice. I am a ſkilful engineer, and what 
cannot frequently be effected by open force 


may be performed by a little well applied 


craft. For example, there was no making 
pou add as you ought by either entreaty or 
reaſon, therefore you forced me to ma- 
nœuvre; and if there is any fault 1 in the 


caſe, it remains with you.“ 


« At leaſt, Colonel,” returned F rederic, 5 
©reconcile me to myſelf in one inſtance, 

or I cannot anſwer fot my tenſes. Say. 
that you will take my eſtate i into your hands 


till che whole is clear.“ 
«Well, W ell, Pl take that, and vou too, 
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to o cultivate an acquaintance with my uncle, 
vou muſt learn to bear his manceuvres, as he 


terms them. I have ſmarted pretty ſeverely 


ſome ſhort time ſince from their effect.“ 


What, the cat”s-paw buſineſs?” anſver. 
| of the Colonel. That was really one of 


my beſt. ſtrokes; many men have been 


knighted for leſs dexterity: and as we are 
on the ſubject, I will relate it to you, St. 
Auſtyn.“ The Colonel, by his humour 
in detailing the ſtory of his having deceived 
Albert in reſpect to his loſs of fortune, ſuc- 
ceeded in forcing Frederic into a more 
lively temper ; and in the courſe of the day 
having acquieſced wich him in all his ar- 
rangements reſpecting payment, they mu- 
| tually agreed to depart, as ſoon as Albert 


mould have. viſited his friend Mr. Home. 


They accordingly rode to Melneſs the 
| ſame evening, when Albert gave Mr, 
5 Home what information he thought necel- | 


. =; 


45 e me, St. 1 if you 1 mean 


continued he, 


181 
fſary, repreſenting Frederic's chirifiet i in 
the brighteſt point of view; and which was 
_ readily admitted, as his condudt bad been 
ſo exemplary ſince he bad refided in that 
country, as to make him univerſally ap- 
proved. Mr. Home would willingly have 
detained them a few days; but that the Co- 


ALBERT. | 


lonel aſſured him was impoſlible, as Albert 


vas going poſt haſte to the land of matri- 
mony, which he hoped to reach in the 
courſe of a month. You muſt know,” 


« that T have ſuffered ſo 
many inconveniences myſelf from remain- 


ing a bachelor, that I am refolved to get 


all the young fellows married if poſſible. 
For example, Frederic here, if he could 
| like Marian, I think it would be no bad 
ſcheme ; but 1 fancy ſhe won't ſuit bis 
taſte; he is de—l—h difficult,” "WR - 
lily,” 


our country, and wy" I think one of the 


N „ faireſt 


OM He muſt be difficult indeed, Sir, ty * 
= turned Mr. Home, “ if that be the caſe, 
Miſs Montgomery was called the flower of | 
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faireſt that ever expanded amidſt the bleak 
Wilds of Strathnavern.“ 
« You do not properly. appretiate the 


worth of your niece, Colonel,” ſaid St. 
Auſtyn: © I ſcarcely hold it poſſible to find 
a man that could refuſe her; the only dif. 


ficulty appears a concurrence on her ſide.” 
Marian,“ returned Albert, © will not, 


I believe, unſought be won; yet coquetry. 


and prudery are equally diſtant from her 


character. I am convinced ſhe will hold 
no man in ſuſpenſe Peng her reſo. 


lution. a 


ah Though ſuſpenſe is mot inſufferable, 
yet certainty is frequently more dreadful, 1 


anſwered St. Auſtyn with a ſigh. 


„ I do not think ſo,” returned 1 . 
e Hope may ſuſtain the firſt ; but, that ſen- 
timent extinct, the powers of reaſon and 


reflection will enable us to bear with for- 


titude what cannot be ſurmounted.” : 
« True,” replied the Colonel, “ tis all 

| very ſmooth in theory; but why the plague 
did you not give us a ſpecimen of the prac- 
tice 
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1 


tice when you vas apprehenſive of loſing 
Miſs St. Auſtyn ?” 
_ Having paſſed the evening with bit: 
Home until a late hour, they took their 
| leave, defiring their reſpects to his lady, 


| who was not returned from her viſit; the 


5 Colonel obſerving, that he hoped to preſent 
ber two or three female. companions when, 
he next came to the Highlands. 5 


On the following morning the Colonel 
and his young friends quitted Strathnavern, . 


leaving the houſe in the care of Barbara, 
and, attended only by Frederic's ſervant, 
proceeded until they reached the inn where 


they had left their own domeſtic; from 
whence, obtaining a relay of horſes, they 
travelled pleaſantly, the Colonel declaring 
he felt no fatigue; though the caution of 
Albert frequently met reproof, as it pre- 
vented him making his daily journeys as 
long as he could have wiſhed. 
On their arrival at Rippon they repoſed | 


one 


. * 1 3 2 1 * 7 3 7 . 8 
og. Bu. Eeig< Cena. i 
F £ 1 NE IT — 

- T 8 * 


. $24 Ae 


K ͥ ͤ — — 


=" Es N 25 - 
S ˙ Ie Wage. mz. 4 


* — 2 
— — 
* 1 _ 


* 
F 
Þ. 
1, 
F 
4 
p 
i ? 


o DD — — — 
as; 24 28 — = 


3 


SS 


— 


184 Ry 3 ALBERT. 


one day, . whichthe Colondl amuſed, 
| himſelf with reminding Jonathan of his ob. 
ſtinacy ; and ſeeing Albert writing to Ger- 

:, trude, he inſiſted that nothi ng ſhould be 
; ſaid of their meeting with Frederic. 
If I am not to mention our viſit to the 
Highlands, Sir,“ anſwered Albert, © how 
will you account for the time we bave en 
abſent ? : 6 51h 
hat 1 would 105 you tell 8 by 
all means,” returned he; but there is no 
neceſſity of informing them that we found 
our loſt ſheep there. Look ye, Albert, 
take the whole arrangement of this buſi- 
neſs into my own hands, and deſire you 
_ would not interfere.“ Monigomery ac- 175 
quieſced, and the following morning, at 
an early hour, in a poſt- coach they con- E 
_ tinued their way to London; which have 
ing reached on the ſecond: afternoon, the = 
Colonel, who appeared indefatigable, ac- 
companied by Albert and Frederic, haſten- 
ed to his Solicitor's; but in the way there 
addreſſing them, he ſaid: If you pleale, 
young men, obſerve me minutely. Do 

5 e 58 
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not either of you make fools of yourſelves 
before the perſons where we are going. 
For you, St. Auſtyn, take your writings 


without demur; remember; it is your aunt 


that has ſettled your affairs; 1 am fimply an 
agent in the buſineſs, For you, Mont- 
gomery, in the arrangement I will bave 
completed this night, behave as you ought; 
no nonſenſe, nor qualms, I inſiſt. Egad, 
you give me more trouble in getting rid of 
my money than I had in obtaining it, I 
inherited it from my father, he from his 


uncle, and you vill poſſeſs it from me; 


now which of the three do you think will 
dave the greateſt enjoyment in the diſpo- 


fal?—Undoubtedly myſelf, as in all pro- 


bability I ſhall ſee how my heir ſpends it.“ 
This command ſtrongly enforced, the- 


young men, though ſcarcely able to reſtrain 
the ſentiment his conduct gave riſe to, be- 5 


haved with a ſufficient compoſure to give 


him tolerable ſatisfaction; though he hu- 


morouſly obſerved as they returned, that 


the muſcles of both their faces were ſcrew- 1 
= 


1 1 
a 
\ 
b 
: 
1 
y 
, 
bY 
; 
: | 
5 
7 
i 


' ; 
i 
: h 
0 
i 


22 MICE, 


3 0 


jr ena ae ens = > ae eg 


52> 0-214" 5 OO . > 2s UP al 1 


+ 


— EN 


— — —— iges 
2? . * 


_ 2 
7 24 * 


a SZ . 
bn -- 
—— Las 1 


— 


. 2 


2. £2 - 24 


186 ä 
ed up as though hey had ſmelt. a doſe of 
: ane under their noſes. 
Reſolved not to ſuffer them to enter into 
1 explanation chat evening, in their way 
0 their hotel he called for Captain Wat. 

on; Who being at home gladly attended 
them, as he was delighted to ſee Frederic, 
whom. the Colonel in general terms gave 


him to underſtand they had found at his | 


feat in Yorkſhire. _ 


In the courſe of the night Captain Wat- 


fon informed them, he had learned a day 


or two before that Berners and his new 
married lady were ſeparated, after ſome 
| dreadful behaviour on both ſides ; that ſhe | 


Was Bone to Venice, and Berners to Por- 


Berners' attempt, and the wound Ger— 


trude had received; a relation that, if poſ= | 
Able, increaſed St. Auſtyn's deteſtation of 
3 nes” Ae” TR TOM gEt 


This news rie converſatien for 
"Gi time, and after a cheerful. evening 
Watſon left them; hen Montgomery, 
for the firſt time, informed Frederic of 
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the villain that be had ſo long cheriſhed i in 
his Wen 1 4 

« And now,” ſaid F geber ie + before I 
go to reſt, my dear Colonel, let me inſiſt 
you t take poſſeſſion of thoſe writings, which 
in that caſe 1 ſhall be pleaſed to have in 
your hands: every arrangement that 1 
think neceſſary for your ſecurity and my 


wards.” I LIES 
«, Arrange your own Gly brain,” an- 


don't you; think my head has been.ſuffi- 
ciently addled to-night already with the 
jargon of moreover, nevertheleſs, and not- 


it further? No, no, St. Auſtyn, I will 


wood, and recover my ſpirits.” 
Pardon me, "Shy" anſwered F rederic, 


be neceſſary to effect ſuch an event.“ 


Ho the plague ſhould I know? A 
month or two, perhaps, if you let me alone; 


but if you wherret me I can fix no period.” . 
| - $6 Dear 


own credit. 1 will have executed after- 


ſwered the Colonel. © What the plague, 
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tranſadt no buki neſs until I return to Black- 


«ijf]j inquire what time you imagine may 
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« Dear St. Auſtyn, let me entreat you 
to leave this affair totally to my uncle: 
: management I am convinced that he vil 
ſettle it to the honour of both parties,” 
I acquieſce,” anſwered St. Auſtyn; 

but remember, Colonel, that though! 
cove you obligations that years of attention 

and reſpe& cannot repay, yet I will not be 
humiliated in my own Bern by pecu- 
niary ones.“ | 

“Well, well, I repeat, we will ſetile al 
5 at Black- wood; for the preſent, let us re- 
tire to reſt, chat we may riſe early; and be. 
neve me, St. Auſtyn, when I affure you 

that your own father did not more fincerely 
wiſh your Happineſs than myſelf. Fre. 
derſe preſſed the Colonel's offered hand 
between both his, haſtily ſhook that of 

Montgomery, and, with à look that ex- 
preſſed what his tongue could not utter, - 
left them for the 5 N 


CHAPTER 


ALBERT, 189 


| Fa 6 
d * * N 7 Q 2 4 * of 
4 * 17 181 8 1D , 
: 2 * } ; . 9 4 , '4 + 1 1 ar F Ra "9, } * * - 


14S. 1 


5 A * 1 2 b v * F * 
3 q : q 4 $ F T4 4 a * ” 4 4 : , 
* ” v s , r 
2s : 1 , 3 
„ 72 einer | 
— * k . , I x n s „ 1 * . 
” . i 2 
| - £6 
Ry . 8 l 
£ A Y 1 * 1 1 4 — 24 1 8 * . | o 48 5 . 
- % <0 > + * ö * * . > * * 
h 5 1 7 3.2 III ;  # . 
pe - 


11 110 
— FW. 27 ff 44 
. _ +6 if þ 4 we 
F wb of 4 — 
7 9 222 3 * 8 1 
1 7T $ Le \- 141 if 
4 N * x Ld + 4 
4 MEET | 
| TING. 
© IJ b ' a 
Io ts 4 er? ; 
627 x 181 


115 £ 


EarLY the. next morning 2 departed 


for Dorſetſhire, and on the afternoon of 
the following day reached an inn about 
two, miles diſtant from the Vale; from 
whence. the Colonel. requeſted St. Auſtya 
de with Al- 
bert he prepared his aunt. to receive him, 
Montgomery requeſted to accompany Fre- 
deric: but that both himſelf and the Colo-. 
nel objected to; and one taking the road 
do the Vale, and the other to Black-wood, 
they ſeparated; the Colonel having ſent 


to proceed to Black- Wood, hi 


his ſervant before Frederic, leſt there 
Þ ſhould be any omiſſion 1 in his reception. 
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On St. Auſtyn' s arrival at Black-wool 
the ſeryant ſhewed him into an apartment 
and requeſted his commands—but, on hi 
anſwering that he had none, left him to hi, 

own refledions. Oppreſſed with the weight 
of his obligations to the Colonel, and dif. 
| trated with the - conſideration that in the 

reduced ſtate of his fortune it would be. 
the height of meanneſs to think of Marian 
whom he had inſulted in her poverty, he 
was more than once half reſolved to {| 


from a meeting that he felt he had not con 


rage to encounter. 


The Colonel and his nephew i in the mean 
time reached the Vale, where they were 


received with pleaſure, though their un- 


ſucceſsful Journey, as the ladies thought it, 
| was a drawback on their happineſs. Ger- 


trude particularly felt herſelf almoſt dil. 


pleaſed at the cheërfulneſs that marked 


Montgomery' s features. At leaſt,“ ſaid 


the mentally, « he might have appeared I 
ſo y that he could not diſcover my bro- 
tbr; for though [ may be flattered by his 


latisfaklion to ſee me, yet my heart would 
haye 


have owed binn a grateful. tribute for his 
feeling for Frederic.” 


After ſome diſcourſe with the Cblonel 


on Jonathan's ſecrecy, in which however 
Montgomery bore no part, Mrs. Stanhope 


| faid : & Your letter informed me that vou 5 


had paid a viſit to your little eſtate in the. 
Highlands; ; I hope you found all there to 
your ſatisfaRtion ?” 


9 Perfectly, replied the Colonel. ab ob! 
1 was charmed with | it, as well as with its 


preſent poſſeſſor, Mr. Audley: he is as 


fine a young fellow as ever I ſaw in my 


life, and, unleſs all the country round are 


way; as good as he is handſome.” 
I am glad of it with: all my heart,” re- 


ple Marian warmly : our poor cot waͤs 
ever the feat of * and virtue; may it 


long continue ſo! My. brother told me 


that the gentleman was a bachelor; 1 in which 
caſe, I think in ſo lonely a dwelling he muſt 


be in want of a companion.“ 
He is unmarried, 25 anſwered the Co- 
lonel, „ hut that's no inconvenience; 


woman reſides with him, to whom he 3 


„ 
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much 


3 8 e * 


192 8 ALBERT. | 
much ada. and who is uncommonly 
fond of him. 

A" relation, perhaps! ** ſaid Marian. 


1 No, there's no conſanguinity between 
them. He ſaw her by chance, was pleaſed 


with her, and perſuaded her to come and 


live with him. I dare ſay he will take care 


ol ber as long as ſhe lives.” 


1 ſuppoſe he ought to do ſo, 2 ſaid 
Marian colouring. ©] am ſorry ſuch a 
character refides in my dear parents houſe, 


How could you ſay, — Tank a man Was 


good?“ 


- 5M Why, do you know any 3 dero- 


5 gatory to his virtue? aſked the Colonel. 


lt is impoſſible I ſhould, Sir; but did 


not you intimate ſome ſuch thing? 
__ « Certainly not; the fault was entirely 
in your miſconſtruftion of my words. Fie, 


Marian! I did not think you could form 


ſuch improper ideas. 


Indeed, Colonel,“ ſaid Mrs. Stanhope, 
« «© your humour carries you too far. Why 


would you voluntarily confuſe Miſs Mont- 


| « Only 7 


* 


Only to teach her, Madam, not to be 


ſo bally in ber judgment hereafter. Come, 
come, ſaid he, tapping Marian's cheek, 


«] will ſet your heart at reſt reſpeRting 
your tenant: he keeps your old maid Bar- 
bara; don't you think bis virtue is very 


ſecure ?“? 


I don' t care for his virtue,” anſwered 


Marian half lau ghing. 
* Bat. 1 deſire you would care for his 


virtue; and. to cut ſhort all metaphor, 1 
muſt tel you that he behaved ſo well to 
both Albert and myſelf, and has made ſo 
many improvements on the grounds, that 
we could not do leſs than entreat him io 
accompany us home, though we had ſome 
difficulty in perſuading him to acquieſce. 
Hie is now at Black-wood, as I would not 
take the liberty to introduce him without 
your permiſſion, Madam,” 


Indeed, Colonel, you are as much too 


ceremonious in ſome caſes, as in others 


you allow yourſelf too great a latitude. 


Need I ſay we ſhould be Nappy to lee any h 


| friend of yours | "ata 
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cc "a FRY caſe, Madam,” anſwered he, 
©] will get Albert to-ride over and accom. 


| pany him hither. I am ſure you will be 
Pleaſed with him; and for Marian there, 

jf ſhe could like bim, I ſhould be glad to 
ſee ita match.” 


Really, Colonel, Wi ſaid Mes: Stan. 


hope, « I think that declaration far too 
baſty ; your acquaintance is too ſhort to 


form a proper Judgment either of his vir. 
tues or his errors.“ 


True, Madam; but lam convinced 


that in this caſe I am right, and I hope 
when you ſee him you will coincide with 
. But, Albert, why don't you ſet off? 
D 1 . to introduce our friend to Mrs. 
Stanhope. Miſs St. Auſtyn will, I hope, 
excuſe the concluſion of that intereſting 
anecdote that you were whiſpering to her, 
until your return.“ 5 
Montgomery immediately left chem, when 
the Colonel faid to Mrs, Stanhope : 4: May 
I intrude, Madam, for a few minutes on 
your private ear? I conſulted ſome gen- 
temen of the la when in town, and 
3 e "_-_- 


wiſh to have Your! opinion on the buſi- 
neſs.“ 


and left the apartment; indeed the latter 


was rejoiced to make her eſcape, as ſhe 


dreaded leſt the Colonel's conſultation 
ſhould be reſpeQing herſelf. . 


They were no ſooner gone, than the 
veteran related the whole affair to Mrs. 
Stanhope, concealing only his having dif. 
charged her nephew's debt; repreſenting 
bis conduct for more than a year paſt as 
| irreproachable, and animating his account 
vith traits of goodneſs, and proofs of rec- 
titude, that he knew could not fail to in- 
tereſt her. Mrs. Stanhope heard him in 
the manner he wiſhed; ſhe declared her- 
ſelf pleaſed with the account he gave of 
Frederic, and willing to overlook his E 
| failures. 


But why,” faid Wan? 00 elend have 


f you kept my poor girls in ſuſpenſe? Ger- 
trude will be delighted to ſee her brother, 
and Miſs Montgomery will, I hope, endea- 
vour to forget his offence for my ſake.“ 
EU} _* Egad, 
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Marian and Gertrude inſtantly aroſe, 
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* Egad, Maden I hope ſhe will "rw It 
for his own; the poor fellow loves her tg 


diſtraction, though J am convinced chat he 
will not now have courage to tell her ſo.“ 


en that caſe,” anſwered Mrs. Stanhope, 


40 1 cannot pity him; he merits all he has 


ſuffered. But come, Colonel, I long to 


impart my news to my young friends; | 


ſhall never be able to requite the trouble 


you have taken on this runaway”s account,” 


« Oh! Madam, you will requite me 


doubly by letting me catch Miſs St. Aul. 
tyn and Marian by ſurpriſe. I would not 
take the liberty with you ; but for them, 
= they will excuſe it in an inſtant.” e 
Colonel, anſwered Mrs. Suimkiops 
«] thought you had promiſed never more 
to offend that way.” 


« True, Madam, not to Gifireſs them ; 


nor will I. But this event will have a con- | 
trary effect, and I conjure you gratify me.” 


Take your own way, Sir; I ſee you 


are incorrigible,” anſwered ſhe, ringing 
che bell, and defiring the ſervant to requeſt 

thec company of Miſs St, Auſtyn and Marian. 
1- They 


general converſation took place, until, 
hearing a carriage, the Colonel ſaid; - 
Here comes Albert with Mr. Audley. 
Now, Marian, is your time; put on all 
pour airs and graces, take a ſure aim, and 
kill him at once.” 5 
Not I indeed, Sir,” ene Merian, 


« it would only de ſhooting at random; 


and ſhould it bit, I might perhaps not think 
the game worth carrying off the field.” 


Why, you little wit-fnapper, if you turn 
up your noſe- at him, I wiſh you may die 


an old maid. But excuſe me a moment, 
I'll run and receive him.” With theſe 


vords the veteran left them, but ſpeedily 


returned leading Frederic. 


„Permit me, Madam,” ſaid he, advan- 
eing to Mrs, Stanhope, to preſent one 
_ whoſe heart, however his head may have 


erred, has, I truſt, ever been right.“ 


My brother! my dear Frederic!” ex- 

claimed Gertrude, interrupting the G0 
lonel, and claſping her arms round St. 
Auſtyn, & do I indeed embrace you? Oh, 


R ˖ ² ·˙·a Macam,. 
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They immediately obeyed; when ſome 
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Madam, 95 continued ſhe; drawing Frederi 


nearer to Mrs. Stanhope, and bending be 


knee before her, an attitude in which Fre. 
deric joined, “Receive my brother 
forgave all my errors, will you not be 
equally kind to him? Speak, my more than 
parent, and bleſs your kneeling children,” 
Mrs. Stanhope, thus addreſſed, for a mi. 
nute was unable to reply ; but bending for. 
ward ſhe embraced both, ſaying, as ſhe 
| recovered from her emotion, * A bleſſing 
more powerful than' mine be upon you! 
May you be virtuous and happy! N. 
All were for a ſhort time too much loſt 


in the ſatisfaction they experienced, to per- 


ceive that the Colonel with his weden and 
niece had left the room. 


5 Oh, Madam!” at length aid St. Auſ: 
tyn; * is it poſſible that you can thus re- 


caive one, who in direct oppoſition to bis 


own judgement ſpurned at your council, Y 


and preferred relinquiſhing all correſpond- 
ence with you, for the ſociety of the vileſt 


wretch that ever diſgraced human nature? 
1 deſerve reproof, 1 can bear it; but this 


excel: 
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pe, unleſs the paſt could be obliterated 
both from your memory and mine. 


« My dear aunt will obliterate it from | 


» hers,” anſwered Gertrude warmly. No 
one here will remember your errors; for, 
have they not forgotten mine ? Oh, Fre- 


deric, have I deſerved to be beloved by 


| fuch a man as Montgomery?” Frederic 
kiſſed her cheek without reply. _ 
My dear Gertrude, compoſe yourſelf,” 
8 faid, Mrs. Stanhope ; ; riſe, and ſeat your- 
ſelves by me: our Frederic . I truſt, 


hereafter. be all we wiſh. The preſent 
happy hour ſhall not be embittered with 


painful recapitulations of the paſt.” 


Oh, Madam!“ anſwered Frederic, 


« from what a hateful dream 1 appeared 


_ awakened! Under what an infatuation muſt 
I have laboured when I abuſed your good- 
neſs! Yet I was ever ſenſible of your 


_rettitude and my own unworthineſs; for, 


even that dreadful night, while I was me- 
= ditating 


excels of mildneſs overpowers and unmans 
me. I feel that to hope for your pardon is 
| 2 ſtretch of goodneſs 1 ought never to x- 
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ditating the death of Montgomery or my. 


felf, I could not endure, ſhould 1 fall h 
(which I can truly fay I almoſt wiſhed), PD 
that you ſhould think me more vile than 1 2 

in reality was. To you therefore, Madam, V 

in a letter, to be ſent in caſe of my death, { 

i expreſled the juſt ſenſe I entertained of Wi 


my follies; and in one which I encloſed to 
Mis Montgomery, I made all the expia- 
tion in my power.” _ 
Oh Frederic! how could you TE o 
cruel?“ ſaid Gertrude. % Merciful Hea- 
ven! if either of you had fallen, hor 
vretched mult J have been !—Yet why do 
1 accuſe you of cruelty, when I once 
almoſt hated him myſelf? How changed is 
vow my heart, when before my aunt and 
you I dare avow, that he is dear to me as 
yourſelves! —Ab!_ Frederic, if you love 
virtue, you muſt love Montgomery.” 
] efteem him above all men, his uncle 
excepted, to whom my obligations are ſo 
unlimited, that I can neither expreſs nor 
repay them,” anſwered St. Auſtyn. 
They indeed both merit your warmeſt 
gratitude,” 
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gratitude,” returned Mrs. Stanhope ; © they 
have been indefatigable, not only in their 
| endeavours to reſtore you to happineſs, but 
allo to reſtore to me a nephew whom I ever 
wiſhed to eſteem. But come,” continued 
ſhe, © let us collect our ſpirits, and join 
| them; they are deſerving all our confidence 
and friendſhip.” 

e will call them myſelf,” faid urine, 
Ah! little did I expect this wenn to be : 
ſo happy.” 

Gertrude haſtened immediately t to the 
library.” „ My dear friends,” ſaid ſhe, 
ſmiling through her tears, come and ſhare 
our ſatisfaction. I can never ſufficiently | 
repay this obligation. I yet am angry with 
Albert; how could be keep me in ſuſ- 
penſe : 
His odio; my our Gertrude, will be 
obtained: when you learn that he was an 
involuntary offender,” returned Montgo- 
mery, kiſſing her hand. Vou know not 
what in this caſe it has coſt me to obey my 
uncle, nor what numberlels nods, winks, 
K 5 FFF 
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and ſhrugs it has coſt him to keep me in 
order.“ 


1 muſt then transfer my anger to You 


15 Colonel, ” ſaid Gertrude. 


c 1 am old, and unable to bear ii it, ry PY 
turned he. * You may remember, that it 


| was ſome trouble to me the laſt time I had 


the honour of kneeling : at your feet for 
PRIN 


FO True, Colonel ; and as my obligations 
- to you in reſpe to Frederic far exceed the 


offence, I dare not complain. Tam as yet 


too happy to have time to aſk how this 
meeting was effected. Will you not, Ma- 


rian, congratulate | me upon e V 


brother???“ a 
40 Sincerely. But don you not think 


| had better remain here than ce ths patty. 


to-night? The meeting will be unpleaſant 


both for Mr. St. a and hin an- 


ſwered Marian. 
Then, the ſooner it is over the better” 
replied the Colonel. © Don't throw a damp 


on che poor fellow 8 happy reconciliation _ 
with 
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with bis aunt, by your frowns; This night 
_ paſt be given to pleaſure; let © forget and 
forgive” be y our motto.” 

The veteran led the way to the parlour; ; 
when ſhaking St. Auſtyn heartily by the 

hand he ſaid, © Thank God, this buſineſs is 
| over. You have been an obſtinate fellow; ; 
but, according to the old laying, all? 5 well 
that ends well. 
My dear F rederic,” aid Albert, em- 


bracing bim, cc how happy has this night 
| made all our friends! How could you fo. 


| long delay our ſatisfaQtion : * 


Marian during their congratulations had 
ſeated herſelf near Mrs. Stanhope, not un- | 
obſerved by Frederic, who had but a flight 
_ glimpſe of her when he firſt entered. He. 


bad however not ſufficient courage to ad- 


dreſs her, until the Colonel, taking his hand 
and leading him towards her, ſaid, Marian, 
my dear, will you not join your congratu= 
lations on Mr. St. Auſtyn's return?“ 
I am happy, . Sir,” replied ſhe. with 
ſome heſitation, in a circumſtance that 
N cConfers 


A 
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confers ſuch fatisfaQion on 1 thoſe L love 
beſt.” E TS 
AM Well then,” refoined; the Colonel 
gte him your band in token of friend. 
ſhip. ee 
Marian held out der hand; which *. 
Auſtyn received on his knee, and raiſed re- 
| ſpeftfully to his lips. 
Accept,“ ſaid he, © this public teſtimo. 
nial of my contrition. You cannot think 
more beinouſly of my paſt conduct than I 


do. I feel it is never to be forgiven.” 


T0] have long ſince, Sir, endeavoured to 
conſider it as a lapſe of youth, and as ariſ- | 
ing from a want of a further acquaintance, | 
and ſhall be happy to number ; you among 
my friends.” _ I 

« Sacred be the title! y» returned OR j 41 
+0 cannot aſpire to more. 1 have,“ added 
he, riſing and retinquiſhing her hand, 
Ko bes the architect of my own miſery, and : 
will bear it without a murmur.” ? : 
« You muſt now, my good Colonel,” 
. faid Mrs, Stanhope, © relieve 1 us by a faith- : 
” | "tb - 
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ful account of your journey. I am convin- 

ced that we are all anxious, and ſuch a nar- 

rative will enliven our ſpirits,” ? 

The Colonel obeyed, and by his humour 
: baniſhed many unpleaſant reflections, until 
at a late hour the gentlemen took leave, | 
and returned to Black- wood. 1 55 
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CHAPTER XV. 


GENEROSITY--AN IMPORTUNATE LOVER. 


EarLy dhe-mext: 3s Mrs. Stanhope 
| ſent to requeſt St. Auſtyn to call upon her 
in the courſe of the morning; ; he immedi- 
ately obeyed the ſummons; when being 
alone with him, ſhe deſired him candidly 
to open the whole ſtate of his affairs, that 
ſhe might at leaſt reinſtate him in the pro- 
perty he enjoyed from his father. St. 
Auſtyn's feelings were for ſome moments 
too great for utterance; at length he ſaid, 
« I have found the ſmall ſtipend I enjoy 
more than equal to my wants, Madam, and 
amol fear affluence: the only perſon for 
whoſe 
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whoſe ſake I could wiſh to poſſeſs it, is loſt 
to me for ever.” 


«© The man who fears kiiafelf” St. Aul- 


tyn, is, in my opinion, rather to be truſted 


than one who has more confidence in his 
own ſtrength. Aa according to the ſpe- 
cimen you have given, and not only ſuch 
a ſam as may be neceſſary to reinſtate 
your affairs, but to any amount within the 
compaſs of my fortune in the cauſe of ho- 
nour and virtue you may claim.”  _ 
Frederic's anſwer was not eloquent ; gra- 
titude, and ſhame for having offended ſuch 
a friendſhip, mingled with the ſelf-humili- 


ation that an upright mind muſt ever feel 
from having deviated from the right courſe, 


ſtruggled in his boſom and ſtifled thanks. 


Speak, F rederie,“ continued ſhe, ob- 


ſerving his emotion, © let me ſerve you 
effeQually ; your difficulties on the eſtate 
1 know; if there are any nent mention 
them freely.“ 
I had no other, Madam,” anſwered 
he; © and do you not know that the Co- 


Joni has removed them? an * 


beyond 


beyond all others diſtreſſing, becauſe ] 

cannot force him to arrange the method of 
_ repaying him.“ 

Mrs. Stanhope inquired, and was Took 
informed of all St. Auſtyn knew of the 
affair, and which ſhe obſerved that {he 
would herſelf inſiſt on ſettling. © You 
ſurely,” ſaid ſhe, © need not be averſe to 

receiving ſuch a preſent from me, if you 
conſider me in the light I could wiſh ; and 
four thouſand. pounds I ſhall think well 

laid out, if it will contribute towards 
your happineſs, I need not tell you that 
my fortune is entirely at my own diſpoſal, 
and, as Mr. Stanhope has no relations; will 
centre in my own family, if they merit to 
be entruſted with it; ; you will therefore 
only conſider it as receiving a portion be- 

fore hand of what rectitude will entitle "ow. N 

to in future.? M 

„Long may it remain in the poſſeſſion 

a one who renders it a bleſſing to all 
around her?” replied Frederic with warmth; | 

the acquiſition of wealth can never com- 
penſate for the loſs of ſuch a friend. 

E The 
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The anſwer of Mrs. Stanhope increaſed 
Frederic's vencration and reſpect for her 
character, and the converſation terminated 
to the ſatisfattion of both ; F rederic agree- 
ing to be entirely guided 10 her in bis fu- 
ture arrangements. 
Mlarian and Gertrude ſoon after joined 
them, but the reſtraint between the former : 
and Frederic was not to be ſo ſpeedily over- 
come as Gertrude could have wiſhed. Ma- 
rian was uncommonly ſerious; and Fre- 
deric, though. he was ſtudious to appear 
calm, ſhewed by his attention to her every 
_ afttion that her power over his heart Was as 
unlimited as ever. | 
Albert with the Colonel N hon at 
dinner; after which, Mrs. Stanhope in- 
formed them of the offer that ſhe had re- 
_ ceived from Mr. Vincent for Miſs South- 
ern; and that in conſequence ſhe had 
written to him, fince his departure for Lon- 
don, an account of her former misfortune. 
They all expreſſed the pleaſure this in- 
lormation gave them, the Colonel ſpeaking 
vighly of Mr, Vincent, from whom Mrs. 
Stanhope 


* 
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Stanhope informed them ſhe daily ex. 


pected a reply to her letter, or a viſit. {7 
Albert propoſed adjourning to the muſic WW a 
” parlour, which Mrs. Stanhope ſeconded; WE tc 
though, ſhe obſerved, ſhe had ſome previous fl 
buſineſs with the Colonel. Gertrude tak- 8 
ing her brother's hand led the way, and 1 
ſeating herſelf at the inſtrument ſoon. con- C 


vinced him of her improvement fince her 
reſidence at the Vale. In every reſpe& fo 
great an alteration had taken place not 
only in ber perſon, but accompliſhments 
and manners, that he viewed it with admi- 
ration. hee Donato e 
bey had muse themſelves ſame: time, 2 
when the fervant informed St. Auſtyn that 
Mrs. Stanhope and the Colonel deſired his 5 
| preſence 1 in the library. 8 
Frederic obeyed the ſummons; when Al- 

: bert after ſome converſation ſaid, * My. 
beloved Gertrude, will you forgive me if [| 
remind you of a circumſtance you appear 
to have forgotten? Was there not a gra- 
tuity I was to expect? It is a debt of bo- 
nour, and ought to be paid.“ 


rr 2 


on; ; think. 
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ſtrong majority.“ 


« Obſerve, Marian, 45 ſaid W « L 
regard that anſwer as an open declaration 
of war; and take the conſequence.” 


N o,” ſaid Albert, « I decline all inter- 


| ference; there is but one vote that ſhall de- 
| cide my fate, though I muſt candidly allow 
bow greatly a ſpeedy payment would en- 


hance the obligation.” 


ei ſee,” returned Gertrude, that «] am 
before two partial pleaders, and ſhalt be on 
my guard: the only difference is, that one 
openly avows her intention, while the other, 
more artful, endeavours to undermine my 


reſolution.” 


Do you remember,” - replied he; 85 chat 
a month has elapſed ſince we departed for 


Yorkſhire, and may I not claim—” 
Marian has not forgiven my brother,” 
interrupted Gertrude. | 


« Was that circumſtance included i in the | 
treaty, 


« ] think I can gueſs the forfeiture,” 
faid Marian; © and if not diſcharged with 
a good grace, Albert, I would adviſe you 
to put it to tle vote; you are ſure of a 
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treaty, you little chicaner?” anſwered hy 
Montgomery. "7 
e That I cannot. ablotinely affirm,” es | 
plied ſhe ; © © but I inſiſt on making i it a „ I 
liminary.“ | 
„What 1% you to this Marian! = aſked 
: Montgomery. : 
Why, that J neither can nor will be in- 
cluded; though I have, on my honour, en- 
tirely forgiven Mr. St. Auſtyn, and am 
grieved to ſee that he is not ſo cheerful as 
a reconciliation with bis family ought. to 
make him.” - 
Ab; Marian, there is ſomebody whole 
ſmile could make him cheerful. in a mo- 
ment!“ 1 
« Well, then, ” anſwered ſhe ily, 6 if : 
you mean me, I will go and try its efficacy, 
and let you know the reſult of the charm 
in a quarter of an hour.“ S0 ſaying, ſhe. 


- ran out of the apartment. 


« Tell me, Montgomery,” ſaid Gadd; 
after a ſhort pauſe, do you not think my 
dear Frederic might now be intruſted with | 


Marian $ happineſs: * hy 
| «] do. 
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„ I am gon dad i that ſhe is very 
dear to him, from many obſervations J have 
made. But tell me, my ſweet Gertrude, for 
Jam convinced that you are more ac- 
quainted with her ſentiments in this caſe 
than myſelf, are there any hopes of bis 
ſucceſs! = 
Wu Really,“ anſwered | ſhe, © © I do not 
know but ſuppoſing I did, I ſhould. not 
conſider myſelf at liberty to diſcloſe them = 
to eicher you or my brother.“ 
I do not alk it; I have too great a fa- 


5 vour to requeſt on my own account, to be 


able to concern myſelf about others; 5 
again entreat you to ſhorten my probation, 
and name the day that is to make my be- | 
loved Gertrude for ever mine.“ 

Ab, Montgomery!“ ſaid ſhe ating. 

: « ſhould you preſs me to enter ſo haſtily 
into a ſlate from whence there 1s no ap- 
peal?“ 

«Aſk your « own heart, my love. Mine 
can truly ſwear in the face of Heaven to 
love you througb all the changes that frail 
mortality i is ſubject to; ſtill it would be 
Gertrude, 


Gertrude, my alot, idoliſed Gertrude, N 
whom death can alone ſever from my affec. 
tion.“ Th eig e, 
Montgomery, anſwered. me, « you 


5 know my heart; its moſt ardent wiſh is to 


merit your approbation; but yet allow me 
time to reflect on ſo great a change.?“ 
„And will you not alſo allow ſome. 
thing to an affection ſo tender as mine? an 
affeQtion that follows me in all my purſuits, 
I now ſee you but for a ſhort ſpace every | 
day; ; I ſhall then ſee you all the day; you 
will accompany me in my walks; your 
voice will cheer my hours, and I ſhall find 
_ happineſs in contributing towards y ors. 
I know my beloved above diſguiſe, and 
can allow for delicacy ; but where can even 
that ſentiment be cheriſhed with greater 
tenderneſs than in the boſom of an affec- | 


ER ONUS huſband ?”* 


* Montgomery—I—I1 cannot enter on 
this ſubject, anſwered ſhe, heſitating, and 
turning her face from him; * conſult Mrs. 
Stanhope.” Th Ty 


« For that permiſſion, a endes hanks; 
and 


and now let us change the ſubject. The 
Colonel propoſes to have ſome few alter- 
ations made at our northern cottage, which 
he means to enlarge by two apartments. 
Perhaps I may ſome day enjoy the com- 
; pany of my Gertrude in my peregrinations 
among my native wilds; ſhew her the 
| haunts of my youth; climb with her the 
mountain's height to view the boundleſs 
proſpe&, and admire the power of the 
great Architect, who has arranged the 
* whole in that country with tremendous 1 5 
5 3 Welle 
« You ſhall there, Albert „ anſwered thi, 
80 tell me every little event of your youth; 
relate to me your father's fortitude, and 
unblemiſhed honour, and endeavour to 
teach me your mother's ſofter virtues.” 
Montgomery kiſſed her hand 1 in ſpeech- 
leſs rapture. 
Lama romantic cir, you know,” con- 
tinued ſhe; for early impreffions are not 
_ ealily tobe effaced. I ſhall there ſometimes _ 
indulge the thought chat I am perhaps acting 
under her immediate cognizance, and ſhall 


pleaſe 
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pleaſe myſelf with the idea that ſhe is contem- 
plating my weak endeavours to render her 


Albert happy, who kindly though with welk 


8 partiality has overlooked all my errors,” 
© That word ſhall ever be a forfeit, my 
_ angelic Gertrude,” ſaid he, ſaluting her, 


and preſſing her to his heart; *and if 
again repeated, ſhall be charged double.” 
2X; 08 Montgomery,” anſwered ſhe bluſhing, 


; « this is not generous ; you. intrude on my 
partiality.“ 


. ſay ſo,” replied he: „are you 
not the dictator of my every action, nay, 


my almoſt every thought? And for this 


offence,” added he, permit me io repeat 


my uncle's frequent reproof to me, when! 
have forced him, as he ſays, to manceuvre, 


Mas it not entirely your own fault?“ 


1 ſhall endeavour to be more cautious 
in future,” returned ſhe. FOE is 

« And I will endeavour to aft conſiſt- 
ently with the delicacy of my Gertrude.“ 
At that moment Mrs. Stanhope, the Co- 


lonel, and Frederic entered, the former 
having arranged the meaſures for repaying 


the 


the Colonel the money advanced for her 
nephew. What, a teté-d- tete?“ ſaid the 
veteran, as he entered; © what the pies have 
you done with Marian! 2” 

« thought ſhe was with you, | Madam, 3k 

anſwered Gertrude. 

II have not ſeen her, m my love,” replied 
1 Mrs. Stanhope. 
e anſwer to a reproof of Miſs St. 
A uſtyn' s,” ſaid Albert, « ſhe declared that 


ſhe was going to try the effect of her ſmiles _ 
in diſpelling Frederic's gloom; but, Ifear 


| the has not been as good as her word.” 


Did ſhe indeed lay ſo?” aſked F rede- 


ric eagerly. 


She did, but I dare ſay he bas walked 
into the Park, and forgotten f * returned 


Gertrude. 
Frederic, go and ſeek her, 0 faid the 
Colonel, © and claim her promiſe,” 


Frederic heſitated ; 1 dare not, re- 


plied he. 


« Miſs Montgomery ſhall not be intruded 


upon, ” ſaid Mrs. Stanhope : 5 that care 
particularly devolves on me.“ 


Vor. IV. . 5 _ 
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My dear Madam,” anſwered the Co. 

lonel, “you are enough to ſpoil all the 
young girls in the world! What harm can 
there be in St. Auſtyn's telling her tea is 
ready? It will only fave your footman the 
trouble.” 


But is that the extent of your deſig 

Enie * At 
e Pardon me, Madam; s returned the ve- 

teran, © but if you aſk queſtions that oblige | 

me to anſwer falſely, Wane was doth the 
bn lay? 9085 | 
My dear aunt, I entreat you to permit 
Frederic only to go and tell her that tea is 
ready,” faid Gertrude, 

J have no objeQion to his informing 
her of that circumſtance,” anſwered Mrs, 
Stanhope, ſmiling. 3 

St, Aultyn appeared W e 
Aooks,“ ſaid the Colonel, © the young 
fellows now-a-days have no ſpirit. I did 
not much wonder at Montgomery, bred 
among the mountains like a ſavage ; but 
for you, St. Auſtyn, it aſtoniſnes me!” 
. Would to Heaven,“ replied F Frederic, 


cc that : $3 
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« that I alſo had been bred: among the 
mountains, juſt ſuch another ſavage! | 
« Don't ſtand confabulating here,” in- 
terrupted the Colonel; © go; and tell her 
that Mrs. Stanhope waits for her.” 
Frederic obeyed, though not with the 
alacrity of a lover, and had hardly left the 
apartment, when Gertrude, running after 
him, ſaid, © My dear St. Auſtyn, you in all 
probability will find Marian in the ſum- 
mer-houſe at the end of the great walk, as 
that | is her favourite retreat ; tell her J re- 
queſted you to come for her, and ſhould 
ſhe diſpute your word, produce this evi- 
| dence, it will be undeniable.” So ſaying, | 
ſhe untied Marian's picture, which ſhe 


wore, and preſented it to him; then, with= _ 


out waiting for his thanks, haſtily: re-en- 
| tered the apartment. _ | 
Frederic could at lirlt ſcarcely. believe 
bis ſight, but ſecured by ſo powerful a 
taliſman in bis boſom, he proceeded in 
ſearch of Marian with increaſed ſpirit, 
and hardly reached the ſpot Gertrude 


La 7 named 
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named, when ber melodious voice, ac. 
e by the harp, ſtruck his ear. He 
remained liſtening until the ſong was con. 
cluded, and then entered cautiouſly, and by 
a gentle. tap informed her ſome one ap. 
proached; Marian, in her uſual live] 
manner, anſwered, * * Open locks whore 
 bnocks. . 


149, ing 

Frederic opened the door, hk felt to0 a 
much trepidation to advance baſtily. pic 
* Mr. St. Auſtyn, and alone!” ſaid ſhe, be 
riſing, «1s it well done, Sir, to break 915 
upon my privacy! Fs 
DS. Ah, Madam! if anſwered he, « as not fr 


let this event add to your diſpleaſure; j: | wv 
ſimply came to requeſt your, return, by the ö 
mutual deſire of our joint friends.“ 

3 The Colonel, I preſume, Sir 
Ves, Madam—the Colonel, your bro- 
ther, Mrs. Stanhope, and Gertrude.” 
Mrs. Stanhope and Gertrude!” 
peated ſhe, with an air of dart 

6 Yes; Madam, both. The latter, fearful 
of my being diſhelieyed, defired you would 


give 
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give credit to my truth at ſight of this pic- 
ture,” drawing the Portrait from bis 
boſom. 
e will wait on them,“ anſwered Ma- 
rian with great confuſion: « 1 will follow 
you inſtantly, Sir.“ | 
May I not have the honour of attend- 5 
ing you ?”? replied Frederic. 15 
I thank you ſhall but detain you,” . 
picking up her work and mulic-book. «I 
beg your pardon, Sir, but you forgot to 
give me the picture.“ us 
4 Give it to you, Madam? I received! it 
frown Gertrude, and excuſe me if I ſay I 
will never relinquiſh it ; the original I have 
offended beyond all hopes of pardon, be- 


yond almoſt daring to aſk it; but for this 


copy it ſhall be the companion of all my 
wanderings ; tis the repreſentative of the 
only woman I ever loved, or ever can 
love; the woman I dared inſult, and who 
jultly hates and deſpiſes me.” 5 


« Mr. St. Auſtyn,”” ſaid Marian, Sh : 


emotion, © why will you ink I bate you? 5 


Indeed you do me Wrong. . 1 


— ä4U 5 — 1 2 — 9 n — 1 —_— 822 en x 


— - o FP — «LE 0 ac 


— 
0 ” a by  _* $6 "> . n : + _ — — a 
> 4 + — A *Y WE 3 b 3 or ” a - — - « v as 4: * N - _ >, . q 
, - : oY „ W 7 4 * 1 * > — 0 ISS ns — — —_— * * ——" "= * Fay - M 
* _ 25 2 7 : : —_ i * P N a 
— * * 4 - - * 


« * + -— S * 2 * - N 
* 8 _— —_—— Ga. Sox +: EE... . 


. 
** n 5 


* * . nn „ 
r 


. Ts | ALBERT. 


ce Do you condefcend to ſay fo?” re. 


plied he, „ for that aſſurance accept my 


thanks, and let me entreat you to honour 
me yet farther, by being explicit on a ſub. 


jekt that gives me infinite concern,” 


_« Explain it, Sir.” 
I fear that my preſence i in Dorfetſir 


is  diſpleaſing to you, in which caſe com. 
mand me; I will find an excuſe to leave it 


and baſten to my dear cottage. Ob, Miss 


Montgomery, there again ſhall my dif. 
trated head preſs the ſame pillow on which 
yours formerly refted, and my perturbed 
heart ſeek the oblivion of ſleep; where 
yours, the ſeat of i innocence and virtue, has 


repoſed. ? 


« How is it poſſible you « can ſurmiſe your 
: preſence diſagreeable? I truly rejoice at 
your return. Gertrude's brother muſt be 
eſtimable to me, Did 1 not aſſure you on 
your arrival that all was ſorgotten that you 
could wiſh ſo? Did I not give you my 

hand in token of friendſhip before our 
joint friends? And I now repeat the aſſu- 
rance, holding ot out her hand. 


For 
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For a minute Frederic's ſoul appeared 
to be quitting its tenement; he turned pale; 
his trembling hand was unable to receive 
the offered one of Marian; his knees failed, 
and he ſunk at her feet in filence. 
| Marian, ſeriouſly alarmed, leaning over 
aim, faid, © Mr, St. Auſtyn, you diſtreſs 
me beyond meaſure ; for your own ſake, - 
nay, for mine, if I have any influence, 
endeavour to overcome Tings that muſt 
deſtroy you.” 135 
« Oh, Miſs Montgomery! ; aid he, re- 
2 covering in ſome meaſure, and bathing her 


hand with his tears, © forgive this involun- 


tary emotion; thoſe only who could eſti- 5 
mate my ſorrow for the offence, can judge 
the extent of my tranſport at this pardon.” 
e believe me then?” anſwered ſhe. 
« Be aſſured that my anger has long ſince 
lubſided: I could not be the enemy of Mr. 
Sts Auſtyn, unleſs he himſelf made me 
fuch. . | 
© May this day, this hour, be « ever pr — 
pirious!” laid he, kiſſing her hand, „that bas 


1 He 1 


8 End the celeſtials ſo ſoothing.” 
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witneſſed ſuch a weight ken, from my 
| heart!” 


' And now, returned the, cc chat you | 
allow your pardon granted, let us, I con- co 
jure you, haſten in; oblige me by con- Me 
quering;your emotion, as it will only afford in 
food for the Colonel's humour.“ me 


„ will obey you; but ſurely, Miſs he 
Montgomery, ſomething muſt. be allowed 
to the feelings of a man ſnatched from he 
| brink of deſpair, and ſoothed with the 
voice of an angel! 5 
All J have to ſay,” replied f ſhe, in 
her uſual lively ſtrain, “ is, mind bow you 
behave, or perhaps i in future YOu MAY, not i 


They left the ſummer-houſe, and walked. 
toward home, Manan converſing freely 
with him by the way. Mr. St. Auſtyn,”: 
ſaid ſhe, laughing, «1 Loa, not whether I 
all ſue in vain; but if you would oblige 
me by entruſting the portrait you have 
with me for a few hours, I ſhould conſider 


. an obligation.“ Frederic looked dil- 
: trefled, 8 


— 
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reſſed, and her requeſt re heine unan- 

| ſwered. 

1 think you will not diſpelieve me,” 
continued ſhe, © when I pledge you my 
word to return it in the courſe of the even- 
ing. I will honeſtly confeſs it is deſigned 
merely to turn Gertrude's weapons againſt 
herſelf; for her ſending the picture was but 

a retort on a trick I played her.” 

© ] dare not diſpute your pleaſure, Ma- 

dam,” anſwered St. Auſtyn ; “ but remem- 
ber, I entruſt you with what is dearer to 

me than life.“ So faying, he drew the 
portrait from his boſom, preſſed it to his 26 

lips, and preſented it to Marian, 5 

They then haſtened forward, and as the 

valle to che houſe was ſtraight, diſcovered 
at a conſiderable diſtance Gertrude, with 
the Colonel and Montgomery, neh 

for den at the window. Ie 
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A LOVER ACCUSED or FOLLY—A PRE- 


SENT RENDERED DOUBLY ESTIMABLE. 


TREE Colonel, as ſoon as he ſaw Frederic 
and Marian advancing, ſaid, © Egad, I am 
glad we ſent him, for I'll be hanged if he 


don't look more cheerful ; but for that hh 


boots, Marian, I can form no judgment, r 


cept that I think ſhe looks even more arch 
E 


« Then muſt 1 look t to myſelf 91 replied 
Gertrude, laughing ; « J have repaid her 
the trick ſhe ſerved me with my portrait, 
by giving hers to Frederic; and I have no 
doubt but ſhe will contrive to return the 


obligation.“ 


N 0 deed 
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Indeed, Gertrude, you have not be- 
haved well to your friend,” ſaid Mrs. Stan- 
hope. I will not ſcruple to declare, as 
both parties are abſent, that could ſuch an 
union be formed by mutual inclination, it 
would give me pleaſure ; but Miſs Mont- 

gomery ſhall not be influenced, and any ; 

relative of mine that would attempt it, 
ſhould meet my ſevere reprehenſion.“ 
„Did ſhe not, my dear Madam, ſerve 
me the ſame trick, in reſpect to the minia- a 
| ture?” ſaid Gertrude. ( 
True: but remember, ſhe well Five 
5 tha in your heart you would not be diſ- 
pleaſed, py anſwered Mrs. Stanhope, in alow - 

= 

SO. Suppoſe, my one: Maduin: 1 Thonld © 5 
conjetture the fame i "8 + nephed the in the 
lame t 8 4 5 55 
Frederic and Marian at that moment 
entered, when the Colonel ſaid,“ Why, | 
St. Auſtyn, you have been a plaguy long 
as TRY have kept Mrs, Stanhope Wait 
Inge” Fiat i 
LS >. Fre 
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Frederic replied, that he had not been 


ſo fortunate as to meet with Miſs Mont- 
gomery immediately; and the tea being 
brought in, a converſation on common to- 
125 took place. } 


The tea-things being Wed Getiruds 


ſaid careleſsly, “ A-pr opos, Frederic, 1 lent . | 
f you Marian's portrait; will you favour me 
by returning it??? | 


Mr. St. Wager was z polite; enough to 


give it me,” anſwered Marian quickly, to 
prevent Frederic's reply, “ and as I fee 
you ſet ſo little ſtore by it, I ſhall take care 
how I give it to you again.” 


© You jeſt, ” replied Gertrude, 1 am 


5 convinced that my brother has not yen it 


ſe « Really,” "TY Frede — you 3 


wrong; J have, however eee : 


Mr. St. Auſtyn, I conjure you,” 


terrupted Marian, “do not by any means 


ſatisfy her curioſity ; let it ſuffice, that ſhe 


has given away my portrait; never more 
ſhall ſhe have the diſpoſal of i | | 


: « Indeed, 


ALBERT. 229 


Indeed, Gertrude,” ſaid Mrs. Stanhope 
ſmiling, you are caught in your own trap.“ 

„f you have the miniature, Marian, 
which I greatly diſpute, why do YOu: not 
produce It?” aſked Montgomery. 

„ Becauſe it is not in her power,“ re- 
turned the Colonel; *“ She is a fly gipſy 
we all know, but not cunning enough for 

that: St. Auſtyn is not ſuch a fool.“ 

Thy ' Indeed, but [ am,” anſwered Frederic. 

What, have you in reality given it to 


her then! 5 ſaid the Colonel wich aſtoniſh- 
| ment. 
St. Auſlyn bowed: 1 5 
did not think you was ſuch a block 
head, a novice, a greenhorn,” ſaid the Co- | 
lonel.“ What the plague, do you ſuppoſe 
your ſilter gave it to you- for that pur 
5 poſe | "hy F ; 
1 My ſiſter's kindneſs 1 wilt ever re- 
member; but I could not diſpute Mils. 
| Montgomery's commands.” 
« Not diſpute her commands!” repeated 
he, © Poor fellow! poor fellow! you are 
. 


ne: © ALBERT, 


far gone indeed; even a ſtrait jacket and a 
dark room I fear will ſcarcely cure you. 
_ Why, zooks: if ever you get married, ] 
ſuppoſe, if your wife deſires it, you will 
darn her ſtockings, plait her night-caps, 
and comb her lap-dog.“ 

— 94 certainly ſhould endeavour to oblige 
her, anſwered St. Auſtyn, laughing, 
4 though I fear 1 ſhould perform ſo awk- 

wardly in all the requifites you have 
named, that I ſhould never mores be em- 
| ployed.” LE) f 5 1 | 

,« Why, n 0 Mikes. «] ab? 
take my uncle” s fide of the queſtion i in this 
buſineſs. You don't deſerve ſuch a com- 

miſſion as Miſs St. Avftyn intruſted you- 
with.“ 

1 Pens opinion 1 was not nad Mr. 
Albert,” replied Marian. Remembe 
your obligation to me much on the ſame 
ſcore, and let that keep you filent. As my 
uncle truly obſerved, you fled in the heat of 
the battle, yet was not aſhamed to ſhare 
the ſpoils.” 
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« Well ſaid, little de kal api" 
the Colonel, © he deſerves that rap of the 
knuckles— faith he was in a fine quandary ; 
If Thad not had a ſugar-plum to ſtop his 
mouth, I know not what 1 ſhould have 
done to pacify him. K 
Mils St. Auſtyn's picture was indeed 
a powerful bribe, Sir, anſwered Montgo- 
mery, * a charm I ſhall take care how 1 
relinquiſh.“ E n 
«* You will do well,” anſwered - Marian; 5 
= Iam glad you know its worth; and to 
prove to you that I place ſome value on 
mine, I ſhalliendeavour to beſtow it where 
5 T thinik i it will be taken more care of than 
with its laſt poſſeſſor. My uncle and Al- 
bert have got a painting of me; Gertrude 
has ſorleited her right; my dear Mrs. 
Stanhope has the original, which 1 hope 
ſhe will never part with; and therefore,” 
continued ſhe, with a ſmall heſitation of 
vorte, and a glow of crimſon on her cheek, 
« ] think I muſt give it to Mr. St. Auſtyn, 
if he will accept of it, as a token of friend- 
ſhip, and to requite his intruſting 1 it to my 
5 honour,” 
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honour.” - St. Auſtyn re&ived the por- 
trait in ſpeechleſs rapture, kiſſed the hand 
that gave it, and haſtily left the room. 
My dear, dear Madam,” ſaid Marian, 


{a 


taking her place; on the ſopha by Mrs. ni 
_ Stanhope, © tell me if J have done amiſs. 6 
I could not otherwiſe conyince Mr. St. a 
Auſtyn 1 e aims be . now be c 
aſſured of it.” 192 r 
SES... My livdy girl, I had lined FOE you Y 

could: not do amiſs; your heart is a faith- 

ful monitor, whoſe diQates 1: never yet « 

8 found erroneous. For my highly-favoured 


Frederic, let me thank you; I truſt he 
will merit chat YOu ſhould forget his former 4 
errors. l 16 31 157 
. Marian,” id n throwing 0 5 
arms around her neck, How delightfully 


baue you turned my little arts. again Ls | 


ſelf! “ | 
„. You young viteb,” Fe Po FIR 
lone], addreſſing his niece, „ do you mean 
to kill us all with kindneſs? There's poor 
St. Auſtyn cannot ſtand it; and egad 1 ber 
lieve I muſt go and keep him company.” 
| 2. « Let 
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Let me thank you, my beloved liſter,” 

laid Albert, kiſſing her, “for ſealing be- 
yond diſpute Mr. St. Auſtyn' 8 pardon.” EY 7 


60 Really,” anſwered Marian, 6c you aſto- 
niſh.me; I appear to have performed ſome 
wonder that charms all my friends,.and am 


at a loſs to diſcover my own merit, If it 
colts ſo little to pleaſe,” added ſhe, bowing 
round with great cheerfulneſs, * you: are 
welcome to command me at all times.“ 


My dear Marian,” ſaid Mrs. Stanhope, 
ce 1 muſt warn you not to let your en- 


_ chanting ſpirits, and wiſh to oblige your 
friends, lead you in e to e 
inclination,” 7 


Frederic at that moment returned, and 
the diſcourſe ceaſed. His features ſome 
hours before were marked with melan- 
choly, and his ſpirits depreſſed; but now 
the utmoſt animation enlivened the firſt, 
while the latter, though greatly exhilarated, 
{till poſſeſſed a chaſtened expreſſion of love 
and gratitude, that gave double advantage 
both to his perſon and manners in the 7550 


of bis friends. 
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CHAPTER My 15 


| INCONVERIENCES C or A BACHELOR: $ LIFE 5 
vs —FOLLY or LATE MARRIAGES, | 


EarLy e Ring Mr. Vincent 
arrived from London, and was yeceived 
Vuuoith pleaſure by the Colonel, who willing- 
ly diſcharged the debt of hoſpitality he ma. 

received in the Weſt Indies. 


In the caſe of Miſs Southern, as related 


1 by Mrs. Stanhope, Mr. Vincent ſaw in her + 


only an object of pity, and declared him- 
ſelf ready to difregard the unhappy failure 


. of her youth, if ſhe would accept him. 


« Well, well,” ſaid the Colonel, Miſs 
Southern and you muſt ſettle that buſineſs 

between you. 1 am lately become a con- 
5 vert 
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vert never to interfere in thoſe affairs; a 
third perſon would only confuſe her, and 


make her hum and ham: ſo we will ſpeak to 


her friend Dame Moſely, and ſhe will give 


you an opportunity to converſe with her on 


the ſubject. But, Vincent, how the D—1 
came it into your head to think of getting 
married? Zooks, I believe I ſhall be left 
alone in the honourable e of ba- 


chelors.“ 
lt was my intention to die angle, until 


I ſaw Miſs Southern, anſwered Vincent, 


but ſhould I be ſucceſsfal in my addreſs, | 


G I ſhall be happy to have it fruſtrated.“ 


So egad you may,” replied the Co- 1 
lonel; « for, after all, a bachelor's is a 
ſorry life : : I know that by experience. 1 


believe it was that which made me ſo crafty, 


for I was as melancholy as ah unbraced 
drum before I met with Montgomery. To 
live for oneſelf alone, to eat alone, to 
drink alone, and to creep to bed alone, to 
a man who loves ſociety, is a ſevere pu- 


niſhment, wo 


. vou are ſo warm an ae for ma- 
trimony, 
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trimony, Colonel, that I ſhould not won. 


der to ſee you V 
What, at fixty-four! No, no, Vie 


cent, all is right here?” hitting his fore- 
bead. I have good children; that fulfil 


all the duties requiſite at that age; and 
even had I none, 1-would never be regiſ- 
tered. for a fool. I know nothing that 
moves my anger ſooner than to ſee old 
blockheads of either ſex, with eyes like ex. 
pairing ruſh-lights, hobbling to church, 
v hen in all probability a ſmall ſpot in tbe 
church- yard will ſpeedily ſupply all their 
wants. Why the plague cannot they en- 
gage a nurſe, ſwathe themſelves in flannel, 
drink their poſſet in peace, and be ſatisfied 
vithout making old age ridiculous?? 
Mr. Vincent having paid bis compli- 
ments to the Colonel, requeſted io ſee 
Mrs. Moſely and Betſey ; ; when he pleaded 
bis cauſe ſo powerfully, - that though he 
was not accepted, it was evident that her 
| ſhame of paſt events alone occaßoned the 
refuſal. He however did not deſpair, and 
by an application to Mrs, Stanhope, in a 
few 
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in his favour. WITT 
As the veſlel in which he was to ſail had 


but a ſhort period to remain in England, 
the formalities of time were obliged to be 
_ diſpenſed. with; and in a fortnight after 
Mr. Vincent's return, Mils Southern gave 
him her hand at the altar, the family at the 
Vale and that at Black- wood attending the 
ceremony. By the permiſſion of Mrs. 
Stanhope, Gertrude preſented Betſey with 
| five hundred pounds ; as.did alſo Marian, 0 
le Colonel ſupplying her for that purpoſe. : 
This, together with ſome valuable preſents 
from Mrs. Stanhope, equipped the young 


bride i in a manner to do as much honour to 


Mr. Vincent by her appearance, as her 


beauty was to do eredit to his judgment. 
e whole party ſaw with pleaſure, 


auting the few days that Mr. Vincent re- 
mained at Black-wood after the marriage, 
that the. attentions of a well-bred man had 


their full effect on the youthful bride, who 
looked up to him with a gratitude and af. 


 Teftionthat time could not fail to ſtrengthen. | 
e 


few days procured more lenient refolyes | 
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The parting was felt on all fides, but 


particularly by Mrs. Moſely and Mrs. Vin. 
cent; though it was ſome what mitigated by 
Mr. Vincent's paſſing his word to bring her to 
England in the courſe of the enſuing year, | 


| Montgomery had einen on re- 


ceiving Gertrude's permiſſion, applied to 
M᷑s. Stanhope to fix a time for their union; 
when, much againſt his inclination, though 
he acquieſced with a tolerable grace, that 
lady appointed a month. During this in- 
terval, Mr. Vincent's marriage with Miſs 


Southern had taken place, and Frederic had 
made ſome advances in Marian's good opi- 
nion, though his fear of giving offence, and 
her anne prevented her declaring any 
thing poſitively. in his favour. 


The fourth day after Mr. Vincent's de- 
parture completed the time of Albert's pro- 

5 bation. The ſettlement and all preparations : 

being ready, Montgomery appeared ſo light 
ol heart as almoſt to tread on air; while, on 
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the contrary, Gertrude was more timid than 
| the had lately been. She would fain have 


ſtipulated to have the marriage private; but 


that was ſo totally obnoxious to the Co- 


: lonel, that ſhe ſpeedily relinquiſhed N. 


« What,” ſaid he, © the day of all others 
that J glory in, that gives me ſuch a niece, 
to ſneak as if we were doing ſomething we 
were aſhamed of! Never can I willingly 
_ conſent, Were it in my power, there ſhould : 


. not on that day be a ſad heart.” | 


Mrs. Stanhope, - who viſied to ſatisfy 
both parties, propoſed that as the Colonel 


had before intended to give a rultic fete to 

his dependents, that ſhould take place; 5 
but that their own circle ſhould remain as 

uſual: a reſolution the Colonel acquieſced 


in, and chat ſatisfied Gertrude. 
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THE. MOST SERIOUS ACTION or 1 


PERSON's LIFE. 


Ar + the long ad. morning 
arrived; when Montgomery, accompanicd 
buy the Colonel and Frederic, at an early 
hour reached the Vale. They had waited 

| ſome time, before Mrs. Stanhope, with her 
niece and Marian, entered ; when the firlt 


ſaid, as Albert ſaluted the trembling Ger- 
trude; 


« My endeavours to inſpire this Glly girl 


with a proper degree of courage are un- 
availing. I hope you will be more ſucceſs . 


ful. 


Albert DA his place at Tn gde, and 


ALBERT. — 241 


by numberleſs little attentions and pleaſan- 


tries, attempted to relieve her thoughts . 


until breakfaſt was over, and the carriage | 
drove up to take them to church. 


Nov, my love,“ ſaid Albert in a low - 


voice,“ I know you will exert yourſelf to 


ſhake off this depreſſion, leſt the world 
| ſhould think Montgomery not ſo happy 


in your affection as he flatters himſelf he is. 


If you love me, Gertrude, whence this dif- : 
fidence? To me this appears the happieſt 
day of my life; while on the contrary 1 am 


grieved to ſee it diſtreſſes you. ; 


Indeed, replied ſhe, © you wrong 
me; my heart anticipates your ſatisfaction, 
but I cannot forget—Oh, Montgomery! 
bow could I ever be ſo o regartileſs of de- 


licacy as to promiſe — 


« I could almoſt be angry enough to uke 
my forfeit thus publicly,” interrupted he. 
** Obſerve, my Gertrude, that I give you 
fair notice, if you perſiſt in remembering 
what every one elſe has forgotten, I will be 
the verieſt tyrant in nature. My Naur has 


room for nothing but love and you.“ 
Faw . . 


.00 Come, 7 
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« Come, come, Albert,” called the Co. 
lonel, © I wonder you have patience to 
| ſtand goſſipping there. It is one of the 
rudeſt things f in the world to keep a parſon 
; waiting; tis an affront. to his office. PR 
thought'you had more religion.” s 
The Colonel led Mrs. Stanhope ; Mont- 
gomery followed with Gertrude, and Ma. 
Tian gave- her hand to Frederic; the ladies 
with Albert, going in Mrs. Stanhope's car. 
riage, and the Colonel and Frederic i in the | 
chariot. 
It was evident thikt* VBertpuse Aruggled 
io collect her ſpirits during the way, and 
Vas in a great meaſure ſucceſsful, On en. 
tering the church, Montgomery was ſo de- 
lighted at the change, that as he led her up 
the aiſle, he could not refrain whiſpering 
his thanks.— —« Albert, replied ſhe, in a 
firm though low voice, « 1 regard myſelf at 
this moment in the preſence of my Maker, 
and on the point of taking an oath which 


my conſcience approves, my friends ratify, 


and Heaven ſanQtions, as it unites me for 
ever to a virtuous man. My fears are 
N TORO | therefore 


ther efore diſper ſed; J will not dread to 


give my hand where I have already siven 


my heart.“ 


Montgomery led ber to che altar, 0 5 


the ceremony immediately began, during 
which her compoſure never forſook her: 


the Colonel preſented her to Albert, who. 
received the gift with a fatisfaQtion viſible 


to the whole congregation. 


The rites concluded, Montgomery. led 
ber to the veſtry; where, with a tender 
though reſpeAful ſalute, he thanked her 
for the honour ſhe had done him. Then 
preſenting her to Mrs. Stanhope, who 


_ warmly embraced her, mutual congratula- 


tions took place. The Colonel and. Fre- 


deric next ſaluted her; when the former, 
turning to Marian, gave her a hearty ſmack. 
Then puſhing St. Auſtyn forward, he ſaid : 


* Why the pies. don't you give my niece 
Joy of her new ſiſter? You need not be 


afraid, ſhe wont't bite you. 


Frederic advanced timidly towards Ma- 


rian, and kiſſed her glowing check; and, 


| after a few minutes, the party re-entered 
Ms - „ mer 
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- their -carriages, and cd to Black. 


wood ;. where the Colonel had ſo warmly Wl hi 

_ entreated to have the marriage celebrated, th 
that it was complied wih. ſr 
Though all the ſurrounding farmers, N 
wich their wives and children, as. well as p 
the lower tenantry and dependants, had al. {MW \ 
ſembled to ſee them paſs to church, yet all t 


had been filent and reſpectful: but on their 
return, the congratulations re ſounded from 
every quarter; for no act of oppreſſion or 
exaction had diſgraced either of the families 
I with their tenants: and for the lower or- 
der of dependants, in caſes of neceſſity, 
ey were ever ſure to find a ready friend 
at either Black-wood or the Vale. Thus 
they could not but rejoice 3 at the union of 2 
their benefactors. 135 
The morning was paſſed as ala Mrs 
: Wee conſidering it as the moſt pru- 
dent method of ſupporting Gertrude's ſpi- 
rits; but after dinner the ſound of inſtru- 
ments, and the hilarity that reigned in the 
great hall, put all other ideas to flight, The 
Colonel was one moment in the parlour, 


his tenants; and towards evening enjoyed 
the ſatisfaction of introducing, for a ſhort 
ſpace, Mrs. Stanhope, with her niece and. 


Marian; who having received their com- 


* plime nts, the | good ; people were entertaine d 
| with a ball and ſupper, equal to the- plen- 
tifulneſs of che dinner they had received. 


Mrs. Stanhope and Marian remained for 
ſome days entirely at Black- wood with 
Gertrude; after which they returned to 


the Vale, though their time was, as uſual, 


ſo much paſſed together, that they might | 


be ſaid to conſtitute the ſame family.. 


F rederic continued his ſiſter's gueſt, and : 
| had the ſatisfaction of contemplating the 


happieſt of all marriages; one founded 
upon eſteem and friendſhip, matured by 
reflection, and ſandtioned by che approba- 


tion of one, whom experience and virtue 


had rendered the competent guide of youth. 


Montgomery's attention to his wife appear- 
ed to increaſe with time, as did alſo her 


lenſe of his affection: while the Colonel, 


delighted with both, ſeemed to have no 
| FRE: 
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the next ſhaking hands and drinking with 


9 — 
— — 


” ALBERT, 


other purfuit man their happineſs, and the 
mutual good of his fellow-creatures. 


Montgomery on bis marriage, with the ; 
approbation of his uncle, had ſettled an in. 
dependance of a hundred pounds yearly on 
Mrs. Moſely, leaving it to her choice 


whether ſhe would continue at Black- 
| wood, or occupy a ſmall houſe of theirs in 
the vicinity; ; but much to the ſatisfaction 


of all parties, ſhe preferred her old fitua. | 


tion, and would willingly have declined 


the annuity, had that choice been allowed . 
ber. 7 
Among the compliments on Mr. and 
Mrs. Montgomery's marriage, they 1 


ceived one from Mr. Edward Montgo- 


merry, who congratulated them warmly, a- 
though he obſerved that he ſhould not pay 
ibem a viſit until he returned to the coun- 
try the enſuing year; as he did not wiſh to 
Tee his couſin Marian until every gleam of. 


hope on his ſide muſt be extinguiſhed, 


which he. underſtood would ſpecdily be the 


caſe. 


As Albert read the letter to the party 


One 


* 


one by. in Mrs. . J ere Ma- 
rian ſaid, © I wonder what he means by 
that? 1 anſwered him candidly at firſt. 
How can he be un a greater certainty ES 
He means,” anſwered the Colonel, 
« that you will get married, 1 ſuppoſe.” | 
„Indeed, if that be his meaning,” r re- 
plied me, che is far beiter informed than 
{F aw.” 
Why, no one can think you inten 
always to tyranniſe over that Glly fellow 


St, Auſtyn, who fits mourning like a ſpar- - 
row on the houſe-top. Egad, my heart 
ached for him on Albert's wedding-day ; 
his ſighs and groans were e enough to diſturb 5 


the ſolemnity.“ 
„ Really,” ales Marian Hughing, 


- 0s If; as you ſeem to hint, I occaſioned 


them, I lincerely beg Mr. St. Auſtyn's par- 


don; but I muſt honeſtly confeſs, though 


I Rood by his fide during the ceremony, I 
dd not hear any ſuch diſmal ſounds,” 


There is none ſo blind as thoſe that 
won't ſee, nor any fo deaf as thoſe that 
won't bear, replied the Colonel. “But 
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I know you are an honeſt girl, and will 
not deliberately tell a lie Don't you think 
be loves you?“ e 
Indeed, Colonel 1 4 Frederic, 
0 you ſhall not diſtreſs Miſs 1 
She knows my heart, and ——” 

© Zooks,” interrupted the Colonel, * who 
the plague wants your interference? Sure 


1 may have liberty to aſk my own niece a 
queſtion ?” 


8. Vanity, Sir, may milieu me, „ternet 
Marian, © 1 am not a competent judge.” 
be Colonel ſhook his head. 
A girl at twenty, and not a competent 
judge of a man's heart, would be a phe. 
nomenon,” replied be; „or rather it 
' would ſhow her deficient in the knov- 
| ledge natural to her ſex. Why you are all 
as ſharp-ſighted as hawks in ſuch caſes.” 
„ pounce upon. the poor innocent 
ſparrows as they fit mourning upon the 
| houſe-tops, and carry them off in our ta- 
lons. Is it not fo, Sir?“ returned Marian. 
Not qune, anſwered the Colonel, 
0 F or cxampic, were vou to carry off St. 
Aulty n 


ALBERKT. ; — 249 


Auſtyn in your claws, I dare ſay he would 
be ſuch a fool as to glory in his danger.— 


But jeſting apart, you muſt be, nay, I know | 


vou are, ſatisfied with It. Auſtyn's con- 


dudt; and, as fly as you are, you have no 


diſlike to him; therefore cannot you now 
for once lay aſide your turnings and dodg- 


ings, and tell the poor fellow what he has 


to expect? 


GR Really, Sir,” retarned Marian. with 


great confuſion, © you aſk ſuch extraor- 


dinary queſtions, and form ſuch unjuſt ſur- 


miles, that 1 am not prepared to anſwer 
them.” | 

= *:Nhp generous friend,” faid Frederic, 
«Jet me conjure you to drop this ſubject; 
1 am ſenſible of your kindneſs, but _ 
Montgomery muſt not be diſtreſſed; 


well do I know the value of her ©7708 | 
again to hazard, however innocently, her 


: diſpleaſure,” 1 
| © Marian 1s too juſt, 1 aid Mrs. Mont- 


gomery, * « to blame my brother for the S. 
lonel's humour: : ſhe 1s not to learn Fre- 


deric's affectjon, and at ber own time will 
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tell him her real ſentiments. If ſhe did 
not think favourably of him, even before 


this ſhe would have informed him that he 


had nothing to hope.“ 


« Ah!” ſaid F rederic, ** had 1 but the 


moſt diſtant expeRation, how ſpeedily 


would months, days, or even years elaple; 
but my former guilt flies in my conſcious | 
Face, and 1 dare not t plead for ſuch a fa. 


vour,” 


hes There is no. girl, ” ſaid Montgomery 
with a ſmile, « that can perform a good- : 
natured action with a better grace than | 


Marian ; and I know ſhe will one of theſe 
days give Frederic a ſpecimen of her man- 
ner of conferring an obligation.“ = 

If you catch me here again without Mrs. 
| Stanhope,” anſwered Marian, « ] will for- 
give your behaving as ill as you pleaſe, You 


\ would none of you have ventured either 10 


bluſter, coax, or flatter me before her.” 
« We well know ſhe ſpoils you,” anſwer- 


1 the Colonel. But come, be a good 
girl, and for my ſake tell St. Auſtyn he may 


hope ; mind we leave out time.” 


/ 


ki 
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« For my tos * ſiſter, ' aid Gertrude, 


kiſſing her. 


« And for mine, my Marian, Fe; added = 


| Albert affectionately. 


St. Auſtyn threw. himſelf at der feet. 
Be Ti have nothing to plead,” aid he, but 


mercy. Let my doom be happineſs or 
miſery, I will receive it without repining.“ 
Sure never poor girl was fo beſet,” an- 


ſwered Marian, ©] have no objeftion to 
Mr. St. Auſtyn—Nay, Sir, no raptures; I 


vill not be preſſed on the ſubjeQ. Albert 
once told me, that my uncle propoſed if 
you thought of me, your ſerving as long as 


: Jacob ſerved for Rachael: now, as 1 think ; 
that an excellent motion, if you are villing, 


: ſo am I. 59 


1 Though fourteen years would indeed | 
8 5 be a tedious probation, anſwered Frederic, 


* I accept the condition with rapture, M y 


good condutt and ſubmiſſion may perhaps 


£ worten the term.“ 


It may eaſily be ſurmiled, that Haw mis 


day Frederic was an accepted lover; 
MS -- though Z 
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though, for many months, no time was ap. 
pointed to complete their union, Mrs. 
Stanhope even more warmly than Marin 
protracting it, in order to be convincedof 
Frederic's entire change of manners. 


# 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER” XIX. 


THE CLOSE or A vicious LIFE—THE 


"SATISFACTION ARISING FROM A vin- Fm 


roous ON KE. 


Abour 95 months; after | Montgo- 
mery's marriage, they received a viſit from 
Captain Watſon, and from him learned the 
final cloſe of a life of riot and debauch. 
Berners, on ſeparating from his wife, had 
proceeded to Liſbon, where he reſided 

ſome time, and formed an intimacy with a 


rich merchant's wife, from whom he fre- 
quently accepted large ſums. Some ſuſ- 


paicions ariſing, the parties were watched; 

in conſequence of which, as was ſurmiſed, 
they were detected, though no accuſation : 

or 
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or complaint tranſpired; but in the courſe | 
of twenty-four hours the lady was in a con- 
vent, and Berners found in the road to 
his lodgings dead, from four ſtabs i in the | 
back with a ſtiletto. - 
The Engliſh Ambaſſador had made alt 
poſſible enquiries after the murderers, 
though without effect. Some gentlemen _ 
then at Liſbon knew Berners, and mention- 
ed his being a ſhort time ſince i In the army; 
in conſequence of which, an account of his 
dcath had been ſent to- the agent to tranſ- 
mit to his friends. Mrs. Montgomery vas 
not preſent at this' intelligence, a circum- 
ſtance that afforded her buſband great ſa- 
tisfaction, as he afterwards related it to her : 
by wich ſo much caution and tenderneſs, that 
though ſhe could not but ſhudder when ſne 
reflected how nearly her fate might have 
been connetted with ſo bad a man, yet in 
the eneircling arms of Montgomery ber 
tears ſoon ceaſed io flow, ESE W 
heart found peak. 85 
Captain Watſon remained with PE happy 5 
ny two months; and us 1 propoſed 
accom- 
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accompanying Frederic into Yorkſhire, 
they proceeded with him to London, from 


- whence they continued their way, the la- | - 
dies with the Colonel in the coach, and | 
+ Albert with Frederic on horſeback. [ 
I) he whole family were received Lich; joy 
at the manſion, which was a ſcene of feſti- : | 
vity during their ſtay ; and Mrs. Stanhope 
and the Colonel, with Montgomery, pro- = 
miled to paſs ſome months of every yur i 
there. 8 | k 

| After paying and receiving viſits from all 
the neighbouring families, in the month of , 
4 


july it was propoſed to complete the ez 
curſion by viſiting the cottage at Strath= 
navern, of which Frederic Tull declared 
himſelf proprietor. IT : 
As the weather was fine, the journey was om 
pleaſant, The only apparent difficulty was, | 
| that when they arrived they would be in- 
differently ſituated for lodging, as the cot- 
age was too ſmaY for ſuch a number; but 
this was eaſily removed by the Gon 
and Frederic declaring they would, 
caſe of neceſſity, ſteep at Mr. Home's -* 


— 
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At length they reached Melneſs, and 


proceeded. to the cottage, through the 


Wilds, whoſe dreary appearance ſtruck 


Mrs. Stanhope and Gertrude, as it had be. 
fore done the Colonel; but when the lit. 


tle dwelling came in view, ſo ſnugly ſhel. 


tered by the ſurrounding mountains, the 
contraſt was ſo ſtriking, that it communi. 
cated double pleaſure. At length they 


reached it; when an exclamation of aſto- 


niſhment at once eſcaped the Colonel, Al- 
bert, and Marian, as towards the back i it -: 
bad been enlarged nearly one half, and 

alſo many improvements made i in front. 


„ What is this ?” ſaid the Colonel. 


== Egad, I believe the enchanters have been 
at work, and reading my thoughts have re- 
alized them; or am I now dreaming? for 
faith the houſe looks e . as when 


I was here laſt.” Fa 
Oh! Frederic, why have you Fan 


this! "+ ſaid Montgomery. CO This then 
Was your obſtinacy, in not giving wad the : 
houſe,” +: : 


9 Can you wonder,” 1 F a 
5 1 laughing, 


© ingenuity, 


* 
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laughing, « that vader ſuch able maſters, 1 ; 


| ſhould learn to maneuvre a little? 


Ne, 1 8 *tis to me a proof of your 
aid the Colonel. © 1 like you 
the better for it; I ſee you will be a fellow 


after my own heart.” 


My dear uncle,“ . Montgo- 
mery, the alterations are ſo great, that 


the expence muſt have been the ſame.” 


_« Well, Sir, St. Auſtyn can afford to 8 

lay out alittle money in whimfies while he 
is a bachelor; and for you, if you don't 

| know how to accept a favour from a friend, 


| egad you are not fit to confer one.“ . 


N do accept it,“ anſwered Montgo- 
mery; * accept it as a proof of brotherly 
affeclion, which will render this ſpot de- 


lightful, as we can now reſide together.” 


„Though,“ ſaid Mrs. Stanhope, «1. 
have hitherto been an enemy to ſome of 
ihe Colonel” s ſurpriſes, yet 1 confeſs this 
of his pupil s gives me pleaſure, though 1 


know not the alteration.” 


Gertrude thanked her brother warmly ; 3 
but a glance from Marian, who was filent, 
3 
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ſpoke more to his heart than all the reſt: 


 fome months before he would have e 5 
it. cheaply purchaſed: with. any Warn r a 


life. 8 51 


Barbara in her white ecoif and 99100 gown 


flood ready to receive them, and ſcarcely 


appeared more glad to ſee Montgomery 5 
and his ſiſter than St. Auſtyn. Om enter. 
ing the houſe, they found all prepared with 
minute exaQtneſs, ſervants neceflary to ren- 


der their ſtay commodious, and the new 


apartments furniſhed with a neatneſs that 


did credit to the taſte of the director. 


For pity's ſake, St. Auſtyn, „ ſaid 
Montgomery, « tell me how all this bas 
been performed in ſo ſhort a time? You 


have never been abſent; and, as my uncle 


obſerves, it almoſt appears enchantment.“ 
„ Honeſtly then,” replied Frederic, 
"=; thoſe alterations were begun about a 

month after my fortune was Cleared. You. 


know that during the laſt fix months I have 


been at no expence, my remittances there= 
fore have more than ſufficed for thoſe tri= 
es: but remember, Montgomery,, as the 
My Colonel f 


b 
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Colonel once ſaid 0 me, Don't expoſe your- 
felf; they were done by your order. The 
ſervant that reſided bere with me was my 
| agent, and a builder that is employed on 
the Yorkſhire eſtate was the architect; I 
only had the merit of — him to 

5. | e 
It is as clean a RY oy ſaid ihe Calonal, 5 
| thaking Frederic by the hand, * as if I had - 
done it myſelf; and ſo, Mr. Preſto Paß, I 
: ſuppoſe you can wave your wand, and give. 
us a ſupper equal to our lodging. 
Barbara in that caſe I have no doubt 
bas done her beſt,“ anſwered Frederic. 
* She has known of our coming almoſt as 
long as myſelf; and from her care, I have 
vo fear but that the apartments are well 
aired, and fit to be immediately uſed.” 
The fpot gave riſe in Marian's boſom to 
| many uneaſy reflections; but the fear of 
throwing a fhade over the pleaſure of her 
kriends made her ſtruggle to ſuppreſs them, 
and on the whole the evening palied cheer= 
fully. On the enſuing morning, reſolved 
| to indulge her thoughts undiſturbed, ſhe 


— Ew 47 
roſe early, and walking thiouph the garden 5 
where every objeQ was familiar to her, en. 
tered a private walk into a little wood at 4 
ſhort diſtance, but had advanced but a few 
| paces when ſhe met St. Auſtyn reading. 
Marian's ſpirits were not ſo playful as 
_ uſual, St. Auſtyn preſſed her warmly, 
even in the place that had fo frequently : 
vitneſſed his ſighs and repentance, to con- 
| ſent to accept his hand. Marian heſitated, 
but at length a promiſe was given to con- 
ſider on the ſubje& before Wy left Strath- | 
55 navern. 5 
After a ſtay of fix weeks, dey prepared 
to return to Yorkſhire, but not until they 
had rendered themſelves ſo neceſſary to all 
the poor around, that they regarded their 
departure as a common misfortune; and 
three days previous to the party's leaving 
Strathnavern, riſing in a body they waited | 
on the Miniſter, and inſiſted on his re- 
voking the excommunication that had been 
pronounced againſt the family of Mont- 
gomery, under pain of pulling down his 


houfe. © Hoot awa man, a. laid the ſpeaker, 
yi 
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has bleſſed; and think ye not that he bleſſes 


x” is nae for Elders to curſe thoſe wha God 


thoſe that fill the hungry kytes of the bairns | 
with breed, claithe the bare backs of the _ 


| auld, and viſit the fick. If he do na ap- 
prove fic as they, what will become of 
Elders wha canna boaſt fic gued deeds.” 
The Miniſter at firſt appeared refractory, i 


and Montgomery, with his uncle and St. 


Auſtyn, endeavoured to quell the tumult; 


but it was not to be repreſſed, and the de- 0 


nunciation was at length annulled. 

St. Auſtyn did not ſuffer n to for- 
get her promiſe, and in conſequence a 
time was appointed for their marriage, 
which was to take place in Dorſetſhire. - 
On their return, they remained a week 
in Yorkſhire, and about the ſame period 
afterwards in London; where Frederic, 
with his zealous friends the Colonel and 
Albert, had the ſettlements drawn on the N 
ſame plan as thoſe for Mrs. Montgomery. 
Never had time moved fo tardily with 
St. Auſtyn as from the period of receiving 
3 Marian' $ promiſe until their arrival i in Dor- 

ſetſhire ; 
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bai where, in a fortnight. after their 
return, their marriage took place, 
As the whole party were too much at- 
tached to each other to bear the thought of : 
{eparation, Frederic and Mrs, St. Aultyn 
reſided with Mrs. Stanhope, and in their 
viſits to Yorkſhire, where they reſolved to 
paſs ſome months every year, the. whole 
= family accompanied them. | 
Some months after the marriage, they 
5 -eceived e from Mr. Vincent and bis 
wife, each mentioning the other with a 
degree of affeklion that e their 
friends, 
Cured of his errors, and. united to the 9 
woman of his choice, the virtues which N 


the hand of nature had implanted in tbe . 


boſom of St. Auſtyn expanded, and ren- 
dered him daily more eſtimable to his wife 
and family; who frequently, as they con- 
| fidered his preſent conduR, could ſcarcely 

a refrain laying: « Was it poſſible this man 
could ever deviate po 
Marian, the pride and glory of her hub 
band, and the affcQionate and beloved 
| niece 
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nietce of Mrs. Stanhope, continued to pre- 
ſerve her livelineſs through all the domeſtic 
duties of a wife and mother. 0 
Mrs. Stanhope, ſurrounded by ber fa- 
mily, and ſupported by the conſcious vir- 
tues of her own heart, ſmiled at the lapſe 
of time which did not place a ſingle wrinkle | 


on her brow, that did not add a freſh rivet = 
to her friends affection. 


The Colonel's eccentricity and good |. 


mour continued the companions of his old 


age; and, ſurrounded with the children of 5 


: Montgomery and St. Auſtyn, he declared 
bimſelf the happieſt old fellow 1 in the world, 
= Montgomery and his Gertrude, when 


1 4 ſpoken of by the Colonel, were ever called 
1 the ſweethearts, and not inapplicably ; for 


the affeftion of the huſband and wife were 


ſo blended with the attention of the lover, 


and the delicacy of the beloved, that a | 
common obſerver would have concluded 
them ſuch. When alone, Montgomery 


would gaze on her with the enthuſiaſm of 


a firſt affedion; and as he encircled her 
and the lmiling infant ON her boſom in his 
arms, 


Arms, exclaim :. % If you had been but half 


I firſt knew you as at this moment, my 


reclining her cheek on his, © encompaſſed 


a ; 
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ſo enchantingly lovely, my Gertrude, When 


uncle's rhetoric would have had its full 
effect, and my poor philoſophy and re- 
ſtraint have been deſtroyed in an inſtant,” 
Ah, Montgomery!“ ſhe would reply, 


with ſuch relatives, bleſt with ſuch a huſ- 


band and children, Heaven has ſurely gift. 
ed me above the common lot of women.” 


THE END. 


* 
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